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MNLEMIII.
Renew of the Government’s 
Work for the Past Year.
The Necessity of Tariff Revision 
Again I'rged 1’pon Congress.
Pension and Naturalization Laws 
Should be Amended So as to 
Prevent Fraud—Other Im­
portant Suggestions.
To the Congress of the United States:
As you assemble for the discharge of the du-
ties vqb have ass umed as the representatives of 
a free and generous people, your meeting Is 
marked by an interesting aud iaipressivo inci­
dent. With the expiration of the present ses­
sion of ilie Congress the first century of our 
constitutional existence as a Nation will he 
completed.
' Our survival for one hundred years is not suf­
ficient to assure us that we no longer have 
dangers to fear in the maintenance, with all its 
promised blessings, of a government founded 
upon tho freedom of the people. The time 
rather admonishes us to soberly inquire whether 
in the past we have always closoly kept in tho 
course of safety, and whether we have before us 
a way plain and clear, which leads to happiness 
and perpetuity.
When tho experiment of our government was 
undertaken 'the chart adopted for our guidance 
was the Constitution. Departure from the lines 
there laid down is failure. It Is only by a strict 
adherence to the direction they indicate and by 
restraint within the limitations they fix. that 
we can furnish proof to the world of the fitness 
of the Amerioan people for self-government.
Tho equal and exact justice of which we boast 
as tho underlying principle of our institutions 
should not be confined to the relations of our 
citizens to each other. Tho Government itself 
is under bond to the American people, that in 
the exorcise of its functions and powers it will 
doal with tho body of our citizens in a manner 
scrupulously honest and fair, and absolutely 
just. It has agreed that American oitiz.enship 
shall be the only credential neoossur.v to justify 
tho claim of equality before tho law and that 
no condition in lire shall give rise to discrim­
ination in the treatment of tho people by their 
Government.
THK CONSTITUTION THH GUIDE.
The oitiz.en of our republic In its early 
days rigidly insisted upon full compliance 
with the letter of this bond and saw 
stretohlng out before him a clear Held for indi­
vidual endeavor. His tribute to tho support of 
his Government was measured by the cost of its 
economical maintenance and lie was secure in 
1lie enioymentof the remaining recompense of 
his steady and contented toil. In those days the 
frugality of the people was stamped upon their 
government, and was enforced by the free, 
thoughtful and Intelligent suffrage of the citi­
zen. Combinations, monopolies and aggrega­
tions of capital were either avoided or sternly 
roguhjtod aud restrained. The pomp and glit­
ter of governments loss free, offered no tempta­
tion and presented no delusion to the plain peo­
ple who, side by side in friendly competition 
wrought for the ennoblement and dignity of 
man, for the solution of the problem of free 
government and for the achievement of tho 
grand destiny awaiting the land which God had 
given them. A c mtur.v has passed; our cities 
are the abiding places of wealth and luxury, our 
manufactories yield fortunes never dreamed of 
by the fathers of the republic, our business men 
are madly striving in tho race for riches, and im­
mense aggregation of capital outrun the im­
agination in tho magnitude of their under­
takings.
TUT! COUNTRY’S GRO5VTH.
We view with pride and satisfaction this 
bright picture of our country’s growth and pros­
perity, while only a closer scrutiny develops a 
sombre shading. Upon more careful inspection 
we find the wealth and luxury of our cities 
mingled with poverty and wretchedness and un- 
remunerative toil. A crowded and constantly 
increasing urban population suggests the ini 
povcrishncont of rural sections and discontent 
with agricultural pursuits. The fanner's son,' 
not satisfied with his father's simple and labor­
ious life, joins the eager chase for easily acquired 
wealth.
We discover that the fort.unos realized by our 
manufacturers are no longer solely by reward of 
sturdy industry and enlightened foresight but 
that, they result from the discriminating favor 
of the Government and are largely built upon 
undue exaction from tho masses of our people. 
The gulf between employers and the employed 
is constantly widening and classes are rapidly 
forming, one comprising the very rich anil 
powerful, while in another are found tho toiling 
poor.
TRUSTS AND MONOPOLIES.
As we view the achievements of aggregated 
capital we discover the existence of combina­
tions and monopolies. While the citizen is 
struggling far in the rear he Is trampled to death 
beneath an iron heel. > Corporations which 
should be the carefully restrained creatures of 
the law- and the servants of the people are fast 
becoming the people’s masters. While congratu­
lating ourselves upon the wealth and prosperity 
of our country, and complacently contemplating 
every incident of change inseperable from these 
conditions, it is our duty as patriotic 
citizens to inquire at the present stage of our 
progress, how the bond of the government made 
with the people has been kept and performed.
Instead of limiting the tribute drawn from 
our citizens to the necessities of Its economical 
administration, the Government persists in ex­
acting from the substance of the people 
millions which, unapplied and useless, lie 
dormant in its treasury. This flagrant in­
justice and this breach of faith and obliga­
tion add to the danger attending the 
diversion of the currency of the country 
from the legitimate channels of business. 
Under tho same laws by which these results are 
produced, the Government permits many mill­
ions more to be added to the cost of the living 
of our people, and to be laken from our con­
sumers. which unreasonably swell the profits of- 
a small but powerful minority. The people 
must still be taxed for the support of the gov­
ernment under the operation or tariff law. But 
to the extent that the mass of our Citizens are 
inordinately burdened beyond any useful public 
purpose, and for the beueiit of a favored few, 
the Government, under pretext of an exercise 
of its taxing power, enters gratuitously into 
partnership with these favorhes to their ad­
vantage and to the injury of a vast majority of 
our people. This is r.ot, equality before the law. 
The existing situation is injurious to the health 
of our entire body politic. It stifles in those 
all p triotlc love of country and substitutes in 
its place selfish greed and grasping avarice. De­
votion to American citizenship for its own sake 
and tor what it should accomplish as a motive 
to our Nation's advancement and the happiness 
of all our people is displaced by the assumption 
that the Government, instead of being the em- 
bodirrfent of equity, is but an instrumentality 
through which special and individual advan­
tages are to be gained. The arrogance of this 
assumption is unconcealed. It appears in the 
sordid disregard of all hut personal interests, in 
ihc refusal to abate for the benefit of others one 
iota of solfi'h advantage, and in combinations 
to perpetuate such advantages through efforts 
to control legislation ami improperly influence 
the suffrages of the people.
The grievance ot those notincluded within the 
circle of these beneficiaries when fully realized, 
will surely arouse irritation and discontent. Onr 
farmers, long suffering and patient,struggling in 
the race of life with toe hardest and most unre­
mitting toil, will not fail to see, in spite of mis­
representations and misleading fallacies, that 
they arc obliged to accept such prices for their 
products as are fixed in foreign markets, where 
they compete with the farmers of the world; 
that their lands are declining in value, while 
their debts increase, and that, without compen­
sating favor, they are forced by the action of 
the Government to pay for the benefit of others 
such enhanced prices for the things they need 
that the scanty returns of their labor fail to fur­
nish their support or leave no margin for ac­
cumulation.
Our workingmen enfranchised from all de­
lusions and no longer frightened by the cry th
!
 comforts and expenditures are measured by
moderate salaries and fixed incomes, will insist 
upon the fairness and justice of cheapening the
■ cost of necessaries for themselves and their 
families.
' DANGERS OF 5H8 COMMUNISM OK WEALTH.
When to the selfishness of tho beneficiaries 
| of unjust discrimination under our laws there 
, shall be added the di-content of those who 
, suffer from such discrimination, Wd will realize
the fact that the beneficent purposes of our 
government, dependent upon tho patriotism 
and contentment of our people are endangered. 
Communism is a baleful thing, and a menace io 
peace and organized government, but the com- 
inmiism qf combined wealth and capital. the 
outgrowth of overweening cupidity and selfish­
ness which insidiously undermines the justice 
and integrity of free institutions, is not loss 
dangerous than the communism of oppressed 
poverty, and to that which, exasperated by 
injustice and discontent, attacks with 
wild disorder ihc citadel at rule. He mocks 
the people who proposes that the government 
shall protect the rich and that they in turn will 
care for the laboring poor. Any intermediary 
between the people and their ’government, or 
the least delegation ol tho care and protection 
the goverment owes to the humblest citizen in 
the land makes the boast of free institutions a 
glittering delusion and the pretended boon of 
American citizenship a shameless imposition.
REVISION Ob’ THE TARIFF LAWS.
A just and sensible revision of our tariff laws
should be made for the relief of those of our 
countrymen who suffer under present condi­
tions. Suoh a revision should receive tho sup­
port of all who love that justice and equality 
due to American citizenship, of all who realize 
that in this justice and equality our Government 
finds its strength and its power to protect the 
citizen and his property, of all who believe that 
the contented competence and comfort of many 
accord better with the spirit of our institutions 
than colossal fortunes unfairly gathered in tho 
hands of a few. of all who appreciate that tho 
forbearance and fraternity among our people, 
" hich recognize iho value of every American 
interest are the surest guaranty of our national 
progress, and of all whodosire to see the products 
of American skill and ingenuity in every market 
of the world, with a resulting restoration of 
American commerce.
The necessity of the reduction of our revenue 
is so apparent as to be generally conceded, but 
the means by which this end shall be accom­
plished and the sum ot direct benefit which 
shall result to our citizens, present a contin­
gency of the utmost importance. There should 
be no scheme nccepted as satisfactory by which 
the burdens of the people are only apparently 
removed. Extravagant appropriations of pub­
lic money, with all their demoralizing 
consequenees, should not be tolerated, 
either as a means of relieving the 
treasury of its present surplus or as 
furnishing pretexts for resisting a proper 
reduction in tariff rates. Existing evils and in­
justice should be honestly recognized, boldly 
met and effectively remedied. There should be 
no cessation of the struggle until a plan is per­
fected, fair and cinsorvative toward existing 
industries, but which will reduce the cost to 
consumers of the necessaries of life, while it 
provides for our manufacturers tho advantage 
of freer raw materials aud permits no injury to 
the interests of American labor. The cause for 
which the battle is waged is comprised within 
lines clearly and distinctly defined, it should 
nover bo compromised. It is the people's cause.
Tt can not be denied that the selfish and pri­
vate interests which are so persistently heard 
when efforts aro made to deal in a just and com­
prehensive manner with our tariff laws, are re­
lated to, if they are not responsible for, the sen­
timent largely prevailing among the people that 
the General Government Is the foundation of 
individual and private aid: that it may he ex­
pected to relieve with paternal care the distress 
of citizens and communities, and that from the 
fullness of Its treasury it should, upon the slight­
est possible pretext of promoting the genoral 
good, apply public funds to the benefit of locali­
ties anil individuals. Nor can it bo denied 
that there is a growing assumption that, as 
against the Government and in favor of 
private claims and interests, tho usual 
rules and limitations of business princi­
ples and just dealing should bo waived. 
These ideas have been unhappily much en­
couraged by legislative acquiescence. .Relief 
from contracts mado with the Government is 
too easily accorded in favor of the citizen; the 
failure to support claims against the Govern­
ment by proof. Is often supplied by no better 
Consideration than tho wealth of the Govern­
ment and the poverty of the claimant. Gratui­
ties in the form of pension* aro granted upon 
no other real ground than tho needy condition 
of the applicant, or for reasons loss valid; and 
large sums are expended for public buildings 
and other improvements upon representations 
scarcely claimed to be relaled to public needs 
and necessities. The extent to which the con­
sideration of such matters subordinate and 
postpone action upon subjects of great public 
importance but Involving no special, private or 
partisan interest, should arrest attention and 
lead to reformation.
A few of the numerous illustrations of this 
condition muy ho stated. The crowded con­
dition of the calendar of the Supreme Court ami 
the delay to suitors and denial of justice result­
ing therefrom, has been strongly urged upon the 
attention of the Congress, with a plan for the 
re.lief of tho situation approved by thoso well 
able to Judge of its merits While tills subject 
remains without effective consideration, many 
laws have been passed providing for the holding 
of terms of inferior courts at places to suit the 
convenience of localities, or to lay the founda­
tion for an application for the erection of a new 
public building.
WHAT OONORESH SHOULD HAVE DONE.
Repeated recommendations have been sub­
mitted for the amendment and change of the 
laws relating to our public lands so that their 
spoliation and diversion to other than homes 
for honest settlers might be prevented. While 
a measure to meet this conceded necessity of 
reform remains awaiting the action of the Con­
gress. many claims to the public lands and ap­
plications for their donation in favor of States 
and individuals have been allowed.
A plan in aid of Indian management recom­
mended by those well informed as containing 
valuable features in furtherance of the solution 
of the Indian problem, has thus far failed of 
legislative sanction, while grants of doubtful 
expediency to railroad corporations, permitting 
them to pass through Indian reservations, have 
greatly multiplied.
The propriety and the necessity of the erec­
tion of one or more prisons for the confinement 
of United States convicts, and a post-office in the 
National Capitol, are not disputed. But these 
needs yet remain unanswered, while scores of 
public buildings h ive been erected where their 
necessity for public purposes is not apparent.
A revision of our pension laws could easily be 
mado. which would rest upon just principles and 
provide for every worthy applicant. But while 
our general pension laws remain confused and 
imperfect, hundreds of private pension laws 
are annually passed which are the sources of 
unjust discrimination and popular demoraliza­
tion.
Appropriation bills for the support of the 
government are defaced by items and provisions 
to meet private ends, and it Is freely assorted 
by responsible and experienced parties that a 
bill appropriating mosey for public internal 
improvement would fail to meet with favor 
unless tt contained more for local and private 
advantage than for public benefit. These 
statements can be much emphasized by an as­
certainment of the proportion of federal legis­
lation which either bears upon its face its pri­
vate character, or which upon examination de- 
velopes such a motive piwer.
WHAT THE I^EOFLE EXPECT.
And yet the people wait and expeet from 
their chosen representatives such patriotic 
action as will advance the welfare of the entire 
country: and this expectation can only be 
answered bv the performance of public duty 
with unselfish purpose. Our mission among the 
nations of tho earth, and our success in accom­
plishing the work God has given the American 
people to do, require of those Intrusted with 
the making aud execution of our laws, perfect 
devotion above all other things 10 the public 
good. This devotion will lead us to strongly 
resist all impatience of constitutional limita­
tions of federal power and to persistently cheek 
the. increasing tendency to extend the scope of 
federal legislation into the domain of State and 
local jurisdiction, upon the plea of subserving 
the public welfare. The preservation of the 
partitions between proper subjects of fed­
eral and local care and regulation is of 
such importance under the constitution 
which is the law of onr very existence, 
that no consideration of expediency or 
sentiment, should tempt ns to enter upon doubt­
ful ground. We have undertaken to discover 
and proclaim the richest blessings of a free Gov­
ernment iti'h the Constitution as our guide. Let 
us follow the way it points out. It will not mis­
lead us. And surely no one who has taken upon 
himself the solemn obligation to supnort and 
preserve the Constitution can find justification 
or solace for disloyalty in the excuse that he 
wandered and disobeyed in search of a better 
way to reach the public welfare than the Con­
stitution offers.
What has been said is deemed not inappro­
priate at a time when, from a century's height, 
we view the way already trod by the American 
people and attempt to discover their future 
path. The seventh President of the United 
States—the soldier and statesman, and at all 
times the firm and brave friend of tho people- 
in vindication of his course as the protector of 
the popular rights and the champion of true
and aristocratical establishments that they will 
' find happiness or their liberties protected, 
i biA in a plain system, void of pomn—protecting 
, all and granting favors to none—dispensing its
blessings like the dews of heaven, unceeu and 
unfelt, save in the freshness and beauty they 
contribute to produce. It is such a government
; that the genius of our people requires—such an 
! one only uud<T which our States may remain 
. for ages to come, united, prosperous and free.”
I In pursuance of a constitutional provision 
requiring the President from time to time to
I give to the Congress Information of the state of 
I the Union, I have the satisfaction to announce 
I that the close of the year finds tile United 
I States in the enjoyment of domestic tranquility 
' and at peace with all the nations.
OUR FOREIGN RELATIONS.
I Since my last annual message our foreign 
I relations h ive been strengthen-d and improved 
i by performance of international good offices 
1 and by new and renewed treaties of amity, com- 
i merce and reciorocal extradition of criminals, 
i Those Internationa! questions whioh still await 
, settlement are reasonably within the domain of 
amicable arrangement, and there is no existing
I subject of dispute between the United States 
| and any foreign power that is not huso iptible of 
satisfactory adjustment by frank diplomatic 
treatment. The questions between Great Britain 
nnd the United States relating to the rights of 
American fishermen under treaty and iuterna- 
tionnl comity in the territorial waters of Canada 
and New Founriland, I regret to sny aro not yet
satifaotorily adjusted.
These matters were fully treated in my mes­
sage to the Senate of February 20, 1818, to­
gether with which a eonveniton concluded un­
der my authority with her Majesty's Govern­
ment on the 15th ot February last, for the 
removal of all causes of misunderstanding was 
submitted by me for the approval of the Senate. 
This treaty having been rejected by the Sen. 
ate I transmitted a message to the 
Congress on the 23d of August last, 
reviewing the transactions and sub­
mitting for consideration certain recom­
mendations for legislation concerning the im­
portant questions involved. Afterwards, on tho 
12th of September, in response to a resolution 
of the Senate I again communicated fully all the 
information in my possession as to the 
action of the Government of Canada 
affecting the commercial relations be­
tween the Dominion and the United 
States, Including the treatment of American 
fishing vessels in the ports and waters of 
British North America The communications 
have all been published and therefore opened 
to the knowledge of both Houses of Congress, 
although two were addressed to the Sena’e 
alone. Comment upon or repetition of their 
contents would bo superfluous, and I am not 
aware that any thing has since occurred which 
should be added to the facts therein stated. 
Therefore, 1 merely repeat as applicable to the 
present time the siatetnent which will lie found 
in my message to the Senate of September 12th 
last, "that since March 3, 1887, no case lias been 
reported to the Department of State wherein 
complaint has been made of unfriendly or un­
lawful treatment of American fishing vessels on 
the part of the Canadian authorities, in which 
reparation was not promptly and satisfactorily 
obtained by the United States Consul-General 
at Halifax.”
Having essayed in the discharge of my duty 
to procure by negotiation the settlement of a 
long-standing cause of dispute and to remove a 
constant menace to the good relations of the 
two countries,and continuing to bo of the opinion 
that the treaty of Fobruary lust, which failed 
to receive the approval of the Senate, did supply 
a satisfactory, practical and final adjustment, 
upon a basis honorable and just to both parties 
of tho difficult and vexed question to whioh it 
related, and, having subsequently and uu- 
avullingly recommended other legislation to 
Congress which I hoped would suffice to 
meet tho exigency created by the rejection 
of the treaty, I now again invoke the earnest, 
and immediate attention of tho Congress to the 
condition of this important question as it now 
stands before them and the country, and for the 
settlement of which I am deeply soHcilious,
TUB 8ACKVILLE INCIDENT,
Near tho close of the month of October last oc­
currences of a deeply regrettable nature were 
brought to my knowledge which made it my 
painful, but imperative duty to obtain, with as 
little delay as possible, anew personal channel of 
diplomatic intercourse in this country witli the 
Government of Great Britain.
The oorespondenco in relation to this incident 
will in due course bo laid before you and will 
disclose the unpardonable oonduetof the official 
referred to in his interference by advi e and 
counsel with the suffrage of American citizens in 
the very crisis of the Presidential election then 
near at hand, and also in his subsequent public 
declarations to justify his action, superadding 
impugnment of the Executive and Senate of tho 
United States in connection with important 
questions now pending in controversy between 
tho two governments.
The offense thus oommittod was most grave, 
involving disastrous possibilities to the good 
relations of the United States and Great Brit­
ain, constituting a gross breach of diplomatic 
privilege and an invasion of tho purely domes­
tic affairs and essential sovereignty of the gov­
ernment to which tho envoy was accredited. 
Having first fulfilled the just demands of inter 
national comity by affording full opportunity for 
Her Majesty’s government to act, in relief of the 
situation,! considered prolongation of discussion 
to bo unwarranted and thereupon declined to 
further recognize the diplomatic character of 
tho person whose continuance In such function 
would destroy that mutual confidence which is 
essential to the good understanding of the two 
governments, and w.ai inconsistent with tho 
welfare and self respect of the United States. 
The usual interchange of communication has 
since continued through Her Majesty's legation 
in this ciiy.
My endeavors to establish by International 
co-operation measures for the prevention of the 
extermination of fur seals in Behring's Sea 
have not been relaxed and I have hopes of being 
enabled shortly to submit an effective, and satis­
factory conventional project with the maratime 
powers for the approval of the Senate.
The coastal boundary between oar Alaskan 
possessions and British Columbia. I regret to 
say, has not received the attention demanded by 
its importance and which on several occasions 
heretofore I have had the honor to recommend 
to Congre-is. The admitted impracticability, if 
not impossibility, of mailing aa accurate and 
precise survey and demarkatlon of the boun­
dary line, as it is recited in the treaty with 
Russia under which Alaska was ceded to the 
United States, renders it absolutely requisite 
for the prevention of international jurisdictional 
complications that adequate appropriations for 
a reconnoisance and survey to obtain proper 
knowledge of the locality and the geographical 
features of the boundary, should be authorized 
by Congress with as little delay as possible. 
Knowledge to be only thus obtained is an es 
sential requisite for negotiation for ascertaining 
a common boundary or as preliminary to any 
other mode of settlement.
VARIOUS FOREIGN QUESTIONS.
It is much to he desired that some agreement 
should be reached with Her Majesty's govern­
ment by which the damages to life and property 
on the great lakes may be alleviated by remov­
ing or humanely regulating the obstacles to 
reciprocal assistance to wrecked or stranded 
vessels. The act of Jnne 19, 1878, which offers 
to Canadian'vessels free access to our inland 
waters in aid of wrecked or disabled vessels, 
has not yet become effective through concur­
rent action by Canada.
The due protection of our citizens of French 
origin or descent, from claim of military service 
in the event of their returning or visiting 
France, has called forth correspondence which 
was laid before yon at the last session.
In the absence of conventional agreement as 
to naturalization which is greatly to lie desired, 
this Government sees no occasion to recede 
from th’’ sound position it has maintained not 
only with regard to France, but as to all the 
countries with which the United States have I 
not concluded special treaties.
Twice within the lust year has the imperial 
household of Germany been visited by death, 
and I have hastened to express the sorrow of 
this people and their appreciation of the lofty 
character of the late aged Emperor William and 
their sympathy with the heroism under suffer­
ing of his son. the late Emperor Frederick. I 
renew my recommendation of two years ago for 
the passage of a bill for the refunding to certain 
German steamship lines of the interest upon 
tonnage dues illegally exacted.
On the 12th of April last I laid before the 
House of Representatives full information re­
specting our interests in Samoa, and in the sub­
sequent correspondence on tho same subject, 
which will be laid before you in due course, the 
history of events in those islands will be found.
In a message accompanying my approval on 
October 1 last, of a bill for the exclusion of 
Chinese laborers. I laid before Congress full in- 
forma ion and all correspondence touching the 
negotiation of the treaty with China concluded 
at this capital on March 12. 1888. and which, 
having been confirmed by the Senate with cer­
tain amendments, was rejected by the Chinese 
government This message contained a recom­
mendation that a.sum of money be appropriated 
as compensation to Chinese subjects who had 
suffered injuries at the hands of lawless men 
within onr jurisdiction. Such appropriation 
having been duly made, the fund awaits recen- 
tion by the Chinese government. It is sincerely 
hoped that by the cessation of the influx of this 
class of Chinese subjects in accordance with 
the expressed wish of both governments, a 
cause of unkind feeling has been permanently 
removed.
On the 9th of August, 1887, notification was 
given by the Japanese Minister at this Capital
the Intention to continue the work of revision.
Notwithstanding tliis temporary interruption of 
negotiations it is hoped that improvements may 
soon be secured in the jurisdictioual system as 
respects foreigners in Japan, and relief afforded 
to that country from the present undue and 
oppressive foreign control in matters of com­
merce. I earnestly recommeud that relief oe 
i provided for the injuries accidentally caused to 
| Japanese subjects in the island of Ikisima by
i the target practice of one of our vessels.
I A diplomatic mission from Corea has been re- 
| ceived and the formal intercourse between the
two countries contemplated by the treaty of
1882, is now established Legislative provision 
J is hereby recommended to organize and equip
consular courts in Corea.
Persia has established diplomatic representa­
tion at this capitol, and has evinced very great 
interest in the enterprise and achievements of 
our citizens. I am. therefore, hopeful that bene­
ficial commercial relations between the two 
countries may be brought about.
I announce with sincere regret that Hayti has 
again become the theater of insurrection, disor­
der and bloodshed. The titular government of 
President Salomon has been forcibly over­
thrown and he driven out of the country to 
France, where he has since died. The tenure 
of power has been so unstable amid the war of 
tactions that has ensued since the expulsion of 
President Salomon that no government con­
stituted by the will of the Haytien people 
has been recognized as administering respon­
sibly the affairs of that eouutry. Our 
representative has been instructed to ab­
stain from interference between the 
warring factions, and a vessol of 
our navy has been sent to Haytien waters to 
sustain our minister and for the protection of 
the persons and property of American citizens. 
Due precautions have been taken to enforce 
our neutrality laws and prevent our territory 
from becoming the base of military supplies for 
either warring factions. Under color of a block­
ade, of which no reasonable notice had been 
given, and which does not appear to have been 
effectively maintained, asoizure of vessels under 
the American flag has been reported, and, in 
consequence, measures to prevent and redress 
any molestation of our innocent merchantmen 
have been adopted.
The wisdom of concluding a treaty of com­
mercial reciprocity with Mexico has been here­
tofore stated in my message to Congress, and 
the lapse of time and growth of commerce with 
that close neighbor and sister republic confirms 
the judgment so expressed. The precise re­
location of our boundary line is needful, and 
adequate appropriation is now recommended. 
It is with sincere satisfaction that I mil enabled 
to advert to tho spirit of good neighborhood and 
friendly co-operation and conciliation that has 
marked the correspondence and action of the 
Mexican authorities in their share of the task of 
maintaining law and order about the line of 
common boundary.
AN ASSEMBLY TO DISCUSS MONETARY AND COM­
MERCIAL TOPICS.
As authorized by the Congress, preliminary 
steps have been taken for the assemblage at 
this Capital during the coming year, of the rep­
resentatives of South anil Central American 
States, together with those of Mexico, Hayti 
and San Domingo, to discuss sundry im­
portant monetary and commercial topics.
In conformity also with Congressional author­
ity, the maritime powors have been invited to 
confer in Washington, in April next, upon the 
practicability of devising uniform rules aud 
measures for the greater security of life and 
proporty at sea. A disposition to accept on the 
part of a number of the powers has already been 
manifested, and if tho co-operation of the na­
tions chiefly interested shall be secured impor­
tant results may be confidently anticipated.
The aot of June 26. 1884, and the act amenda­
tory thereof, iu relation to the tonnage duties, 
have given rise to extended correspondence 
with foreign nations, with whom we have exist­
ing treaties of navigation and commerce, and 
have caused wide and regretable divergence of 
opinion in relation to tho imposition of tho duties 
referred to. These questions are importaut and 
I shall make them tho subject of a special and 
more detailed communication at the present 
sessidh.
NATURALIZATION LAWS NEED IMPROVINO.
With the rapid increase of immigration to our 
shores and the facilities of modern travel, 
abuses of the generous privileges afforded by 
our naturalization laws call for their careful re­
vision. The easy and unguarded manner in 
which certificates of American citizenship can 
now be obtained has indued a class, unfor­
tunately largo, to avail themselves of the op­
portunity to become absolved from allegiance 
to their native land and yet by a foreign 
resldertoe to escape any just duty and con­
tribution of service to the country of their 
proposed adoption. Thus, while evading the 
duties of citizenship to tho United States, 
they may make prompt claim for its national 
protection, nnd demand its intervention in tlioir 
behalf International complications of a serious 
nature arise, and the correspondence of the 
State Department discloses the great number 
and complexity of the questions which have 
been raised. Our laws regulating the issue of 
passports should bo carefully revised, and the 
institution of a central bureau of registration 
at the Capital is again strongly recommended 
By this moans full particulars of each case of 
naturalization in the United States would be 
secured and properly Indexed and recorded, 
and thus many cases of spurious citizensnip 
would bo detected and unjust responsibility 
would be avoided.
THE CONSULAR SERVICE.
The reorganization of the consular service is 
a matter of serious importance to our na­
tional interests. The number of existing prin­
cipal consular offices is believed to be greater 
than is at all necessary for the conduct, of the 
putilic business. It should not he our policy to 
maintain more than a moderate number <?.’ 
principal offices, each supported by a salary 
sufficient to enable the incumbent to live in 
comfort, and so distributed as to secure the 
convenient, sup irvision, through subordinate 
agencies, of affairs over a considerable district.
I repeat the recommendations, heretofore 
made by me, that the appropriations for the 
maintenance of our diplomatic and consular 
service should be recast; that the so-called no­
tarial, or unofficial, fees w hich our representa­
tives abroad are now permitted to treat as per­
sonal perquisites, should be forbidden; that a 
system of consular inspection should be insti­
tuted and that a limited number of secretaries 
of legation at large should be authorized.
THt! CONSTITUTIONAL CENTENNIAL.
Preparations for the centennial celebration 
on April 30, 1889. of the inauguration of George 
Washington as President of the United States, 
at the city of New York, have been made by a 
voluntary organization of the citizens of that 
locality, and. believing that an opportunity 
should be afforded for the expression of the 
Interest felt throughout the country in this 
event, I respectfully recommend fitting and co­
operative action by Congress on behalf of the 
people of the United States.
THE NATIONAL FINANCES.
The report of the Secretary of the Treasury 
exhibits in detail the condition of our National 
finances and the operations of the several 
branches of the Government related to his de­
partment,. The total ordinary revenues of the 
Government for tho fiscal year ended June 30, 
1888, amounted to 4379.266.u74.76, of which $219,- 
081,173.63 was received from customs duties and 
$121,290,871.98 from internal revenue taxes. The 
total receipts from all sources exceeded those 
for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1887, by 37,802,- 
797.1,0
The ordinary expenditures of the fiscal year 
.ending June 30. 1888. were $259,653,953 07, leav­
ing a surplus of $119,612,116.99. The deer ase 
in the expenditures as compared with the fiscal 
year ended June 30. 1887. was $8.278.229.39. not­
withstanding the payment of more than five 
million dollars for pensions in excess of what 
was paid for that purpose in the latter men­
tioned vears.
The revenues of the government for the year 
ending .Time 30. 1889. ascertained for the quarter 
ended September 30, 1488 ami estimated for the 
remainder of the time, amount to $377,090,000, 
and the actual and estimated ordinary expendi­
tures for the same year are $273,000,000. leaving 
an estimated surplus of $101,0:10.000. The esti­
mated receipts for the year ending June 39, 1899, 
arc $377,090,(3)9, and the estimated ordinary 
exp?nditnr<s for the same time are $275,488,- 
511.34. showing a surplus of $101,782,511.66.
The foregoing statement of surplus does not 
take into account the sum neccessar.v to be ex­
pended to meet the requirements of the sinking 
fund act, amounting to more than $407,009,90» 
annually. The cost of collecting the customs 
revenues for the last fiscal year was 2,44 per 
cent; lor the year of 1885 it was 3.77 per cent.
The excess of internal revenue taxes col­
lected during the last fiscal year over those 
collected fox the year ended June 30, 1887, was 
$5,489,174.26, and the cost of collecting this rev­
enue decreased from 3.4 per cent, in 1887 to less 
than 3.2 per cent, for the last year. The tax 
collected on oleomargarine was #723 948 04 for 
the yetr ending June 3k, 1887, and $894,139.88 for 
the following year.
The requirements of the sinking fund act have 
been met tor the year ended June 8 >. 1888. and 
for the current year also, by the purchase of 
bonds, After complying with this law as posi­
tively required and bonds sufficient for that pur­
pose had been bought at a premium, it was not 
deemed prudent to further expend the surplus 
in such purchases until the authority to do so 
should be more explicit. A resolution, however, 
having been passed by both Houses of Congress, 
removing all doubt as to executive authority, 
daily purchases of bonds were commenced on 
the 23d day of April, 1388, and have continued 
until the present time.
By this plan bond
upon the sum paid for principal and premium, 
and what it would have paid for interest at the 
rate specified on the bonds if they had run to 
their maturity, is about #27.163,009.
At first sight Uns wonla seem to be a profit­
able and sensible transaction on the part of the 
Government, but. as suggested by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, the surplus thus expended for 
the purchase of bonds was money drawn from 
the people in excess of any actual need of the 
Government and was so expended rather than 
allow it to remain idle in the Treasury. If 
this surplus, under the operation of just and 
equitable laws, bad been left in the hands of 
the people, it would have been worth in their 
business at least six per cent, per annum. 
Deducting fium the amount of interest upon 
the principal and premium of these bonds 
for the time they had to run at the 
rate of six per cent., the saving of two 
per cent, made for the people by the 
purchase of such bonds, tho loss will ap­
pear to be 8.75,-6 '.dob. The calculation 
would seem to demonstrate that if excessive 
and unnecessary taxation is continued and the 
Government is forced to pursue this policy of 
purchasing its own bonds at the premiums 
which it will be necessary to pay, the loss to 
the people will be hundreds of millions of dol­
lars. Since the purchase of bonds was under-, 
taken as mentioned, nearly all that have been 
offered were at last accepted. It has been 
made quite apparent that the Government was 
in danger ot being subjected to combinations to 
raise the prioe, as appears by the instance 
cited by the Secretary of the offering of bonds 
of the par value of only $326,099 so often that 
the aggregate of sums demanded for their pur­
chase amounted to more than $19,700,000.
Notwithstanding the large sums paid out In 
the purchase of bonds, the surplus in the treas­
ury on the 30th day of November, 1888, was *52,- 
234,610.01, after deducting about $20,900,000 just 
drawn out for the payment of pensions.
SILVER COINAGE.
At the close of the fiscal year ended June 30, 
1887, there had been coined under the compulsory 
silver coinage act .r266,98-.280 in silver dollars, 
$55,504,310 of which were in the hands of the 
people. On the 30th day of June. 1888, there 
had been coined #299,708,700, and of this $55,829,- 
303 was in circulation in coin, and #200,387,376 in 
silver certificates for the redemption of which 
silver dollars to that amount were had by the 
Government. On the 30th day of November, 1888, 
$312,570,990 had been coined, $40,970,990 of these 
silver dollars were actually in circulation, and 
$237,418,344 in certificates. The Secretary rec­
ommends the suspension of the further coinage 
of silver and in such recommendation I earn­
estly concur. For further valuable information 
aud timely recommendations I ask l he careful 
attention of the Congress to the Secretary s re­
port.
THE ARMY.
The Secretary of War reports that the army 
at the date of the last consolidated returns, con­
sisted of 2,189 of officers, and 24.549 enlisted 
men. The actual expenditure of the War De­
partment for the fiscal year ended June 39, 18,88, 
amounted to $11,165,107.07, of which sum $0,158.- 
516.63 was expended for public works, including 
river and harbor improvements. “The board 
of ordnanoe and fortifications” provided for un­
der the act approved September 22, last, was 
convenod October 30, 1883, und plans and 
specifications for procuring forgings for 
eight, ton and twelve-inch guns under pro­
vision of section 4 and also for pro­
curing twclvo-inch breech-loading mortars, 
cast-iron, hooped with steel under tho provis­
ions of section five of the sal t act, were sub­
mitted to the Socrctary of War for reference to 
the hoard, by tho ordnance department of the 
same date. These plans and specifications 
having been promptly approved by the board 
and the Secrotary ot War, the neoessnry 
authority to publish advertisements inviting 
proposals in tho newspapers throughout the 
country, was granted by the Secretary on.No- 
vember 12. and on November 18 the advertise­
ments were sent out to tho dlfferout newspapers 
us designated. The bids lor the steel forging 
aro to be opened on December 20, 1888, and for 
tho mortars on December 15, 1,889.
Under the provisions of the army bill for the 
procurement of pneumatic dynamite guns the 
necessary specifications arc now being pre­
pared, and advertisements for proposals will 
issue early in December. The guns will proba­
bly lie of fifteen inches caliber, and firo a pro­
jectile that will carry a charge, each, of about 
five hundred pounds of explosive gelatine with 
full caliber projectiles. The guns will probably 
bo delivered in from six to ten months from the 
date of the contract, so that all the guns of this 
class that can be procured undor the provisions 
of the law will be purchased during the year 
1889.
I earnestly request that the recommendations 
contained in the Secretary's report, all of which 
aro, in my opinion, calculated to increase tho 
usefulness and discipline of the army, may re­
ceive the consideration of the Congress. Among 
these the proposal that there should lie pro­
vided a plan tor the examination of officers to 
test their fitness for promotion is of the utmost 
Importance. This reform has been before rec 
ommended in the reports of the Secretary, and 
its expediency is so fully demonstrated by the 
argument he presents iu its favor, that its 
adoption should no longer be neglected.
Tho death of General Sheridan in August last, 
was a national affliction. Tho army then lost 
the grandest of its chiefs, tjie country lost a 
brave and experienced soldier, a wise and dis­
creet. counselor, und a modest and sensible man. 
Thoso who in any manner came within the 
range of his persoual association will never fall 
to pay deserved and willing homage to his great­
ness iiud tho glory of his career, but they will 
cherish with more tender sensibility tho loving 
memory of his simple, generous, and considerate 
nature.
TnE INDIANS.
The Apnehe Indians, whose removal from 
their reservation in Arizona followed the cap­
ture of those of their nuinlier who engaged In a 
bloody and murderous raid during a part of the 
years 1835 and 1836, are now held as prisoners of 
war at Mount. Vernon Barracks in the State of 
Alabama, They numbered on the 31stdayof 
October, the date of the last report, 83 men, 170 
women, 70 boys and 59 girls, in all 382 persons. 
The commanding officer states that they are in 
good health and contented, and that they are 
kept employed as fully as is possible under the 
circumstances. The children, as they arrive at 
suitable age. are sent to the Indian schools at 
Carlisle and Hampton.
I am not at ail in sympathy with those benevo­
lent but injudicious people who are constantly 
insisting that these Indians should be returned 
to the reservation Their removal was an abso­
lute necessity If the lives and property of citi­
zens upon the frontior are to be at all regarded 
by the Government, Their continued restraint 
at a distance from the scene of their repeated 
and cruel murders and outrages is still neces­
sary. It is a mistaken philanthropy every way 
injurious, which prompts the desire to see these 
savages returned to their old haunts. They are 
in their present location as tho result of the bast 
judgment of those having official responsibility 
in the matter, and who are by no moans lacking 
in kind consideration for the Indians.
THE NAVY.
The report of the Secretary of the Navy 
demonstrates very intelligent management in 
that Important department, and discloses the 
most satisfactory progress in the work of re­
constructing the navy made during the past 
year. Of the ships in course of construction, 
five—viz., the Charleston, B iltimore, Yorktown, 
Vesuvius, and the Petrel—have in that time 
been launched and are rapidly approaching 
completion, and in addition to the above the 
Philadelphia, the San Francisco, the Newark, 
the Bennington, the Concord, and tho Herisfcoff 
torpedo boat arc all nnder contract for delivery 
to the department during the next year. The 
progress already made and being maee gives 
good ground for the expectation that, these 
eleven vessels will be Incorporated as part of 
the Americn navy within the next twelve 
months.
The report shows, that notwithstanding the 
large expenditures for new construction aud 
the additional labor they Involve, the total 
ordinary or current expenditures of tho de­
partment for the three years ending June 39, 
188s, are less by more than twenty per cent, 
than such expenditures for the three years end­
ing June 30, 1884.
THE POSTAL SERVICE.
The report of the Postmaster General shows a 
marked increase of business In every branch of 
the postal service. The number cf post-offices 
on July 1. 1888. was 57.376. an increase of 6,124 in 
three years, and of 2,219 for the last fiscal year. 
The latter mentioned increase is classified as 
follows: New England States, 5; Middle States, 
181: Southern States and Indian Territory (41). 
1,496; the States and Territories of the Pacific 
Coast, 190; the ten States and Territories of the 
West and Nortnwest, 436; District of Columbia.
2: total. 2.219.
Free delivery offices have Increased from 189 
in the fiscal year ended June 30. 1387, to 358 in 
the year ended June 8 >, 1388. In the.railway 
mail service there has been an Increase In one 
year of 163 routes, and in the number of miles 
traveled per annum an increase of 150,795,917.48. 
The estimated increase of railroad service for 
the year was 6,009 miles, but the amount of new 
railroad service actually put on was 12,064.50 
miles. The volume of business in the money 
order division. including transactions in postal 
notes, reached the sum of upwards of $143,009,- 
009 for the year.
During the past year parcel post conventions 
have been concluded with Barbadoes, the 
Bahamas. British Honduras and Mexico, and 
are now under negotiation with all the Central 
and South American States.
It is not possible here to touch even the lead
enormously reduced rates of revenue whi'e 
greatly increasing its business, demands the 
careful consideration of the Congress as to all 
matters suggested by those familiar with its 
operations, aid which are calculated to increase 
its efficiency and usefulness.
A bill proposed by the postmaster General 
was introduced at the last session of the Con­
gress, by which a uniform standard In the 
amount of gross receipts would fix the right of 
a community to a public b illuing to be erected 
by the Government for post-oHico purposes. It 
was demonstrated that aside from the pubtia 
convenience and the promotiou of harmony 
among citizens invariably disturbed by th ingo 
of leasings and of site, ii was a measure of tha 
highest economy and of sound bUbiqess judg­
ment. It was found that the Gpyftrnwent was 
paying in rents at the rate of from seven to tea 
per cent, per annum on what the cost of suca 
u.iblic buildings would be. A very great advan­
tage resulting from such a law would be the 
prevention of a large number of bills coiistautly 
introduced for the erection of public building* 
at places, and involving expenditures not 
justified by public necessity. I trust that this 
measure will become a law at tho pre sou l 
session of Congress.
Of the total number of postmasters 54.864 oro 
of the fourth class. These, pf course, receive 
uo allowances whatever, for expenses iu ihe 
service, un i their compensation is fixed by per­
centages on receipts at their respective offices. 
This rate of compensation may have been uud 
probably was at some time, just; but the stand­
ard has remained unchanged through the sev­
eral reductions in the ratos of po»;uge. Such 
reductions have necessarily cut down the com­
pensation of these officials, while it undoubt­
edly increased the business performed by them. 
Simple justice requires attention to tins subject 
to the end that lourth-class postmasters may 
receive at least an equivalent to tliat 
which the law itself fixing the rate Intended 
tor them. Another class of postal employes 
whose condition seems to demand lesiglation 
is that of clerks In post-offices, and I call 
especial attentton to the repeated recommenda­
tions of the Postmaster General for their classi­
fication. Proper legislation of this character 
for the relief of carriers in the free delivery 
service has been frequent. Provision is made 
for their promotion, for substitutes for them on 
vacations' for substitutes for holidays, and lim­
iting their hours ot labor. Seven million dollars 
has been appropriated for the current year to 
provide for them, though the total number of 
offices, where they are employed, is but 353 for 
the past fiscal year, with an estimated increase 
for the current year of but forty, while the total 
appropriation for all clerks in offices throughout 
the United States Is $5,959,099,
The legislation affecting the relations of the 
Government with railroads is in need of re­
vision. tVliile for the mo3t part the railroad 
companies throughout the,country have cor­
dially co-operated with th - Post-Office Depart­
ment in rendering excellent service, yet, under 
the law as it stands, while the compensation to 
them for carrying the mail Is limited and regu­
lated, and although railroads are made post­
roads by law, there Is no authority reposed any­
where to compel the owner of a railroad to take 
and carry the United States mail. The only 
alternativo provided by act of Congress in caso 
of refusal is for the Postmaster General to send 
mail forward by pony express. 'This is but an 
illustration of ill-fitting legislation reasonable 
and proper at the time of its enactment, but 
long since outgrown and requiring readjustment.
Itis gratifying to note from the carerully pro- 
pared statistics accompanying tho Postmaster 
General's report that, notwithstanding tho 
great expansion of the service, the rate of ex­
penditure has boen lessened and efficiency has 
been improved in every branch, that fraud and 
crime havo decreased, that losses from the 
mails havo boon reduced, and that the number 
of complaints of the service made to postmas­
ters and to tho department are far less than 
evor before.
THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE.
The transactions of tho department of justioo 
for tho fiscal year ended June 89, 1883, aro con­
tained in the report of the Attorney General, as 
well as a number of valuable recommendations, 
the most of which arc repetitions of those prev­
iously made and ought to receive consideration. 
It is statod in this report that though judgments 
in civil suits amounting to *552,024.08 wore re­
covered in favor ot the Government during the 
year, only tho sum of $132,934 was ooUooted 
thereon, and that though fines, penalties and 
forfeitures were imposed amounting to $541,- 
898.43, only $109,048.42 of that sum was paid on 
account thereof. These facts may furnish an 
illustration of the sentiment which extensively 
prevails that a debt due the Government should 
cause no inconvenience to tho citizen.
It also appears from this report that though 
prior to March, 1885, there had been but six con­
victions in the Territories of Utah and Idaho 
under tho laws of 1862 and 1882 punishing poly­
gamy and unlawful cohabitation ascriines, there 
have been since that date nearly six hundred 
convictions under these laws and the statutes 
of 1887. and the opinion is expressed that under 
such a firm and vigilant execution of these laws 
and the advance of those opposed to the forbid­
den practices, polygamy within the United 
States is virtually at an end. Suits Instituted 
by the Government under the provisions of the 
act of March 3, 1887, for the termination of the 
corporations known as the Perpetual Emigrat­
ing Fund Company and tho Church of Jesus 
Christ, of Latter Day Saints have resulted in a 
degree favorable to the Government, declaring 
tho charters of these corporations forfeited and 
escheating their property. Such property, 
amounting in value to more than 48 0,990, is in . 
the hands of a reooiver pending further pro­
ceedings, an appeal having boen taken to tho 
Supreme Court of the United States,
I can not too strenuously insist upon the im­
portance of proper measures to insure a right 
disposition of our public lands, ndt only as a 
matter of present justice, but iu forecast of tho 
consequences to future generations. It is 
gratifying to know that something has been 
done at last to redress the Injuries to our people 
and check the perilous tendency of the reckless 
wastes of national domain. That over eighty 
million acres have been wrosted from illegal 
usurpation, improvident grants, fraudulent en­
tries, and claims to be taken for the homesteads 
of hone&t industry—.although less than the 
greater areas thus unjustly lost—must afford a 
profound gratification to right feeling citizens, 
as it is a recompense for the labors and strug­
gles of the recovery. Our dear oxper enco 
ought sufficiently to urge the speedy enactmont 
of measures ot legislation whioh will confine 
the future disposition of our remaining agricul­
tural lands to the uses of actual husbandry aud 
genulpe homes.
Nor should our vast tracts of so-called desert 
lands be yielded up to the monopoly of corpora­
tions or grasping individuals, as appears to bo 
much the tendency under tho existing statute. 
These lands require but the supply of water to 
become fertile aud productive. It is a problem 
of great moment how most wisely for the public 
good that factor shall he furnished. I can not 
but think it perilous to suffer either these lands 
or the sources of their irrigation to fall into tho 
hands of monopolies which, by such means 
may exercise lordship over areas depend­
ent on their treatment for productive­
ness. Already steps have been taken to secure 
practical and scientific information of the con­
dition which is the prime basis of Intelligent 
action. Until this shall be gained the course of 
wisdom appears clearly to lie in a suspension 
of further disposal, which only promises to 
create rights antagonistic to tho common inter­
est. No harm can follow this cautionary con­
duct. The land will remain and the public good 
presents no demand for hasty disposition of 
national ownership and control.
I commend also the recommendations that 
appropriate measures be laken to complete the 
adjustment of the various grants mads to tho 
States for internal improvements, and of swamp 
and overflowed lands, as well as to adjudicate 
and finally determine the validity and extent of 
the numerous private land claims.
THE INDIAN QUE31ION.
The condition of our Indian population con­
tinues to Improve, and the proofs muit,iply that 
the transferring change so much to be desired, 
which shall substitute for barbarism enlighten­
ment and civilizing education, is in favorable 
progress. Our relations with these peopie 
during tho year have been disturbed by no seri­
ous disorders, but rather marked by a better 
realization of tiieir interests and inereasintr con­
fidence and good will. These conditions testify 
to the value of the higher tone of consideration 
and humanity which has governed the latter 
methods of dealing with them and commend 
its continued observance.
Allotments in severalty havo been made on 
some reservations until all those entitled to 
land thereon have bad their shares assigned 
and the work is still continued. In directing 
the execution of ihls duty, I have not aimed so 
much at rapid dispatch as to secure just abd 
fair arrangements which shall host conduce 
to the object of the law, b.v producing satis­
faction wiih the results of the allotments 
made. No measure of general effect has ever 
been entered on from which more may be fairly ■ 
hoped, if it shall be discreetly adminis­
tered. It proffers opportunity and inducement 
to that independence of spirit and life which tho 
Indian peculiarly needs, while at the same time 
the inalienability of title affords security 
against the risk his inexperience of affairs or 
weakness of character may expose him to in 
dealing with others. Whenever begun upon any 
reservation it should be made complete, so that 
all are brought to the same condition and as 
soon as possible community in lands should 
cease, by opening such as remain unallotted to 
settlement.
PENSIONS.
Mexican war, and 5,104 widows ot said soldiers.
One hundred and two different rates of pensions 
are paid to these beneficiaries, ranging’ from fcl 
to *118.08 per month. The amount paid for pen­
sions during the llseal year was $78.775,MS 1.92, 
being an increase over the preceding year of f5,- 
3uk,®0.W. The expense attending the main­
tenance and operation of the Pension Bureau 
during that period was 43,902,524.67, making the 
entire expenditure of the bureau 148,038,386 57. 
being 2l4 per cent, of the total expenditures of 
tin Government during the year.
1 am thoroughly convinced that our general 
pension laws should be revised and adjusted to 
meet, as far as possible in the light of our ex­
perience. all meritorious cases. The fact that 
oue hundred and two different rates of pension 
are paid can not, in my opinion, be made con­
sistent with justice to the pensioners, or to the 
government, and the numerous private pension 
bills that are passed, predicated upon the im­
perfection of general law, while they increase, 
in many eases existing, inequality and injustice, 
lend additional forces to the recommendation 
for a revision of the general laws on this subject.
The laxity of ideas pn-vailing among a large 
number of our people regardiug pensions is be­
coming every day more marked. The principles 
upon wliich they should be grunted are in danger 
of being altogether ignored, and already pen­
sions are often claimed because the applicants 
are ns much entitled as other successful appli­
cants rat hor than upon any disability reasona­
bly attributable to military service. If the 
establishment of vicious precedents be 
continued, if the granting of pensions be not 
divorced from partisan and other unworthy 
and irrelevant considerations, and if the hon­
orable name of veteran unfairly becomes by 
this means but another term for one who con­
stantly clamors for the aid of the Government, 
there is danger that injury will be done to the 
fame and patriotism of many whom our citizens 
all delight to honor, and that a prejudice will 
be aroused unjust to meritorious applicants for 
pensions.
AGRICULTURE.
The Department of Agriculture has continued, 
with a good measure of success, its efforts to 
develop the processes, enlarge the results, and 
augment the protits of American husbandry. 
It has collected and distributed practical in­
formation, introduced and tested new plants, 
checked the spread of contagious disease 
of farm animals, restricted the advance 
of noxious insects and destructive fungus 
growths, and sought to secure to agricultural 
labor the highest reward of effort and the fullest 
immunity from loss. Its records of the year 
show' that the season of 1888 has been one of 
medium production, A generous supply of the 
demands of consumption lias been assured, and 
a surplus for the exportation, moderate in 
certain products, and bountiful in others, 
will prove a benefaction alike to buytr and 
grower. Four years ago it was found that the 
great cattle industry of the country was 
endangered, und those engaged in it were 
alarmed at the rapid extension of the 
European luna plague of pieuro-pueu- 
monia. Serious outbreaks existed in Illinois, 
Missouri, and Kentucky, and in Tennesse ani­
mals affected were held in quarantine. Five 
counlies in New York and from one to four 
oountles in each of the States of New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Delaware and Maryland, were 
almost equally affected. With this great danger 
upon qs, and with the oontagion already in lho 
channels of commerce with the immense direct 
and indirect losses already being caused by It, 
and when only prompt and energetic action 
could be successful, there were in none of 
these States any laws authorizing this depart­
ment to eradicate the malady by giving the 
Slate officials power to co-operate with it for 
this pil pose. The department even lacked 
both the requisite appropriation and authority. 
By securing State co operation in connection 
with authority from Congress the work of 
eradication has been pressed successfully, and 
this dreaded disease has boon extirpated from 
the Western States and also from tlic Eastern 
States, with the exception (it a few restricted 
areas which aro still under supervision. The 
danger has thus been removed, aim trade and 
commerce have been freed from the vexatious 
State restrictions which were deemed necessary 
for a time.
During the past four years the process 
of diffusion ns applied to lho manufacture 
of sugar from sorghum, and sugar cane 
nas been introduced into this country and fully 
perfected by the experime.nis earned on by the 
Department of Agriculture. This process is 
now universally considered to be the host eco­
nomical one, and it is through it that the sorg­
hum sugar industry has been established upon 
a Hrm basis and the road to its future success 
opened. The adoption of this diffusion process 
Is also extending in Louisiana and other sugar 
producing parts of the country and will doubt­
less soon bo the only method employed for the 
extraction of Sugar front the cane.
An exhaustive study has also within the snmo 
period been undertaken of the subject Of food 
adulteration, and fhe best analytical methods 
for detecting it. Apart of the results of this 
work has already been published by the depart­
ment. which, with the matter in course of prep­
aration will make the most complete, treatise 
on that, subject that has ever been published in 
any country.
The department seeks a progressive develop­
ment. It would combine the discoveries of 
science with the economies and amelioration of 
rural practice, a supervision of the endowed 
experimental station system recently provided 
for is a proper function of the department, and 
is now in operation The supervision is very 
important, and should he wisely and vigilantly 
directed, to the end that lho pecuniary aid of 
the Government in favor of intelligent, agricul­
ture should be so applied as to result in the 
general good and to the benefit of till our people, 
thus justifying the appropriations made from 
the public treasury.
The adjustment of the relations between 
the Government nnd the railroad companies 
which have received land grants and the 
guaranty of the public credit in aid of the con­
struction of tlieir roads should receive early 
attention. The report of a ninjorlty of the 
commissioners appointed to examine the 
affairs and Indebtedness ot these roads, 
in which they favor an extension of the 
time for the payment of such indebted­
ness in at least one ease where the corporation 
appears to ho able to comply with the well 
guarded and exact terms of such extension, 
and the reinforc-ment. of their opinion by gentle­
men of undoubted judgment and experl cnee 
appointed to protect, the interests of the Gov­
ernment as directors of said corporation, may 
well lead to the belief that such an exte nsion 
would be to the advantage of the Government. 
The subject should be treated as a business 
proposition, with a view to a final resliza tion of 
the indebtedness by the Government rather 
than as ft question to decide upon prejudice or 
by » way of punishment for previous wrong 
doing.
DISTRICT OF COfcUMRIA.
The report of the Commissioners of the Dis­
trict of Columbia, with its accompanying docu­
ments. gives in detail the operation of the sev­
eral departments of the District government.and 
furnish evidence that the financial affairs of the 
District are at present in such satisfactory con 
djtion as to justify the commissioners in sub­
mitting to the Congress estimates for desirable 
and needed Improvements. The commissioners 
recommend certain legislation, wliich, in tlieir 
opinion. 18 necessary to advance the interests 
of the District. 1 invite your speeial attention 
to their request for such legislation as will en­
able the commissioners, without delay, to col­
lect, digest, and properly arrange the laws by 
which the District is governed, and which are 
now embraced in several collections, making 
them available only with great difficulty and 
labor.
The consciousness that I have presented but 
an imperfect statement of the condition of our 
conniry and its wants, occasions no fear that 
any thing omitted is not known and appreciated 
by the Congress upon whom rests the responsi­
bility of intelligent leg slatlon in behalf of a 
great nation and a confiding people. As public 
servants wp shall do our duty well if «e con. 
stantly guard the rectitude of our intentions, 
maintain our love, of country, and with unselfish 
purpose strive for the public good.
Grover Cleveland.
"Washington, D. C., December 3, 1S88.
—An eccentric man went to church 
and seated himself in the nearest pew. 
Soon the owner came in, eyed the 
stranger critically, and then, writing 
“My pew” on the fly-leaf of a prayer- 
book, handed tho book to the intruder. 
The man read the message, smiled 
a beautiful smile, and wrote under­
neath, “Nice pew; what do you pay 
for it?” He kept his seat, and after 
service dined with the pew holder.
—The young doctor, with a reputiv- 
tion to make, always feels grateful 
when his patients get well. With the 
old well-established physician the case 
is different. If his man dies he simply 
says: “Everybody must die,” and
the clergyman of his church comes to 
the funeral and stands in with him, 
and says: “Tho Lord giveth and the 
Lord taketh away,” and there you are.
THE POSTAL SERVICE.
Remarkable Increase in Business 
During the Past Year.
I The Money Order Division Is More Thau 
Self-Sustaining— Experiments in 
Postal Telegraphy Rec­
ommended.
A FAVORABLE SHOWING, 
Washington, Dec. 8.—Postmaster Gen­
eral Dickinson’s annual report, given to the 
press last night, presents concisely the con­
dition and history of every branch of the 
postal service for the fiscal year ended June 
) 30, 1888, with many comparisons with pre- 
i viouB years, showing a remarkable expan 
I si on of business and a large increase in ex- 
I penditures. The gross revenue for the 
year was $52,095,176, while the expenditures 
amounted to $56,835,403. The estimated 
deficiency is, therefore, $4,196,227. The rev­
enue for the current fiscal year is estimated 
’ at $<52,508,658. and the expenditures for the 
year are estimated at $65,812,073, with a 
probable deficiency this year ot about $3,- 
500,000.
During the past year 12.2S8 postmasters 
were appointed. The railway mail service 
shows an increase of 12,000 miles and a de­
crease of 72-100 per cent, in the rate of cost 
per mile traveled. The volume of business 
in the monoy order division was upward of 
i $183,000,(WO and is self-sustaining, with a net 
| profit to the Government of $50,000. The 
j volume of ordinary mail matter has largely 
| increased, and it is estimated that the revc- 
i nuo during the past year would have been, 
without reduction of postage, upwards of 
I $70,000,000. Carefully prepared statistics 
i are submitted in every branch of the serv- 
' ice, demonstrating, in ttio opinion of the 
Postmaster General, increased efficiency 
over previous years. Carefully prepared 
statistics are submitted contrasting our 
service with that of Gi eat Britain, France 
and Germany, demonstrating that in cheap­
ness of postage, gross revenue and ex­
penditures, number of post-ofilcos, extent of 
mail routes, mileage of mail service and vol- 
umo of mail matter transmitted, the postal 
system ot the United States is the leading 
one of the world.
In connection with the foreign mail serv­
ice, and especially in relation to our means 
of communication witu South and Central 
America and Mexico, the Postmaster Gen­
eral vigorously assorts his views against 
making the postal administration the dis- 
' bursm* of subsidies. In bis opinion such a 
j function would hamper tho mail service,
' nnd he urges that if tho policy of subsidiz- 
1 ing American lines for tho promotion of 
, commerce be adopted tlio appropriations be 
(voted directly to the owners. Among the 
1 recommendations of general interest sub­
mitted are: The ownership by the Govern- 
mei>4of post-office buildings: allowanco for 
rent for third class post-offices; a revision 
i of the franking privilege laws, and that at 
the termination of existing contracts for tho 
I manufacture of postage stamps, postal cards 
j and stamped envelopes|tho Government take 
j the work into its own hands. Tho Postmas- 
j ter General thinks that if the franking 
i privilege wore abolished and a regular 
' yenriy allowanco for the purchase of postage 
stamps made instead, every Senator and 
member of tho Houso of Representatives 
would bo placed upon an exact equality. No 
one could fill up tho mails beyond his own 
allowance and no unauthorized person could 
! make use of the mails to forward unofficial 
■ matter.
i On tho subject of postal telegraphy ho 
I savs: “If the correspondence of the ooun- 
i try is to continue to be under the ehnrgo 
1 nnd protection of tho Government, the vast 
' mid increasing volume conducted by telog- 
I raphy and tho right of the great body of 
the people to bo afforded fair facilities for 
the best-mid quickest transmission at rates 
within the means of all will press this sub­
ject upon tho attention of Congress with 
more and more urgency. Tho chief difficul­
ties in the way aro the great cost ofspres- 
ent methods and the absence of safeguards 
which according to tho theory of tho pres­
ent mail service, shonld protect the privacy 
of correspondence. I have given tho sub­
ject much consideration, and I believe 
that tho inventive genius of this 
j country has reached a stage in dis­
covery in electric science when these 
problems may be solved. The subject is ot 
such great importance to tho people that I 
believe an opportunity should be given for 
the presentation and examination of inven­
tions which have been informally presented 
to the committees of Congress, tho depart­
ment and the public, and that a stimulus 
shonld be given’.to inventors to turn their at­
tention td the improvement of old methods.
I recommend the appointment of a commis­
sion of competent and disinterested men, 
learned in the science, who may examine in­
ventions and invite others, who shall be au­
thorized to erect short experimental lines, 
and who shall report to the President or to 
Congress tho result of their investigations.”
HRONEK FOUND GUILTY.
Tlift Chicago Dynamite Conspirator's Sen- 
i fence Is Fixed at Twelve Years' Iinprls- 
1 eminent.
i Chicago. Dec. 3.—Arguments of counsel 
! in the Hronek dynamite conspiracy case 
were resumed Saturday. At the conclusion 
of the arguments in the evening Judge Col 
lins charged the jury. “Every presump­
tion.” said the judge, “is in favor of the 
1 prisoner If the jury believe the dynamite 
came into possession of the prisoner prior to 
t he passage of the law which was passed 
j July I. 1887, and under which he was in­
dicted, they must bring in a verdict of ac­
quittal. They must be satisfied that the 
prisoner procured the dynamite since the 
above date with felonious intent to destroy 
, human life in order to convict.”
i The judge’s ehargewas quite lengthy, and 
its reading occupied fully half an hour. At 
! ten minutes past nine o’clock the jury re­
tired. Twelve minutes to ten o’clock the 
| announcement was made that the jury had 
• agreed. The attorneys hurriedly returned.
the spectators’ seats quickly filled up, the 
judge took his seat, the prisoner was brought 1 
in and the jury filed in and took their seats. 
The verdict was handed to the clerk of the i 
court, who opened thd paper and read • “We, 
the jury, find the defendant gui'.ty as
i charged in the indictment, and fix his pnn- I 
' Ishment at twelve years in the penitenti- , 
ary.” A frieqd leaned over to tell Hronek
the verdict, but he looked up with a pleas- 1 
1 nnt smile §nd said, "Ieh verstehe.” His face
bolraycd no evidence of disappointmeut or 
foar.
Mines Flooded.
Huntingdon, Fa., Doc. 8.—The Rockhill 
company’s mines at Robertsdale, this 
county, became flooded soon after tha min­
ers had entered upon their work yesterday. I 
There were 150 men in the mines at the time 
and the rushing water swept them before it 
to the further end of the mines, where they 
were imprisoned for ten hours in water 
reaching their chins. Their escape from the 
mouth of mines was cut off by the incoming I 
tide, which had burst a dam above the 
mines, sweeping everything before it. The
INTER-STATZ COMMERCE.
Interestlug Data Regardiug the Railroads 
of the Country and Valuable Recom­
mendation) Given in the Annual Report 
of the Inter-State Commission. 
Washington, Dec. 1.—The annual report
of the Inter-State Commerce Commission 
places the railroad mileage of the oountr}’ 
on Juno 30, 1888, at 152,781, of which 2,312 
miles hud been completed and brought into 
operation within the six months preceding 
that day. The railway construction in 1886 
was 8,471 miles, in 1887 it was 12,088 miles. 
The number of corporations represented in 
the mileage is 1,251, but by reasons of leases 
or other contract arrangements many cor­
porations control and operate one or more 
roads owned by other corporations, and the 
whole number making reports of operations 
at the date named was 605. A summary of 
the complaiuts brought bofore the commis­
sion during the year is as follows: Cases 
heard and decided, 50; cases heard and not 
yet decided, 15; cases withdrawn or settled, 
23; cases suspended by request, 10; cases as­
signed for hearing, 9; total 107.
Upon the subject of the operation of the 
law, the commission say: To what extent, 
if at all, the administration of the act has 
been harmful to the carriers is a subject 
upon which the views of railroad mauagers 
have from time to timo been publicly ex­
pressed ; sometimes to the effect that the 
damage has been very considerable. Tho 
commission has no evidence showing that 
the general result has been otherwise than 
beneficial. The railroad business of the 
country has suffered many severe losses 
during the past year. But these have not 
been due to the act to regulate commerce.
Discussing railroad trusts, the commis­
sion say: Anything equivalent to consoli­
dation of all the roads of tho country under 
a single head, or even those of a consider­
able section, by the creation of what is now 
technically denominated a trust could hardly 
be supposed possible even if tho parties 
were at liberty to form it at pleasure. If 
the parties could come into harmony on the 
subject an arrangement of the sort would 
bo so overshadowing, so powerful in its 
control ovor tho business interests of the 
country and so susoeptibls of being used for 
bad purposes in many ways that public pol­
icy could not for a moment sanction it, at 
least unless by statute it were hold in close 
legal restraints and under effectual public 
control. The arrangements of the kind in 
other lines of business aro already suffi­
ciently threatening to tho public interest, j 
and the most ardent advocate of tho con- J 
centration of railroad authority can not ex­
pect that anything of the sort to control 
the transportation of the country will be 
provided for by legislation.
The commission sums up its views on the 
subject of uniform classification by Baying: 
Uniformity of classification, as fast and as 
far as it can bo accomplished without seri­
ous mischief, is desirable. There is gratify­
ing progress in tho direction of unification, 
and it has boon very marked within the last 
year. So long as the carriers appear to bo 
laboring towards unification with reason­
able diligence and in good faith, it is better 
that thoy should be encouraged and stimu­
lated to cont inue their efforts than that the 
work should bo taken out of their hands.
The commission recommends that some 
place of greater capacity than Castle Garden 
be provided for the reception of immigrants, 
located somewhere upon New York harbor; 
that, all regular lines of interior transporta­
tion be allowed to have agents at tho plaeo 
so provided, who may sell tickots under reg­
ulations prescribed to secure equal privi­
leges to all and prevent abuses; that tho 
payment of commissions for procuring tho I 
shipment of immigrants from foreign coun­
tries he declared illegal and made punisha- I 
bio, and that the commission bo authorized 
to prescribe fares for the transportation of 
this class of passengors.
FIENDISH WORK.
F.lght. Lives Lost by an Int.tndlary Fire In 
the Great Calumet and tiecla Copper | 
Mine.
Hancock, Mich., Dec. 1.—The Calumet ; 
and Hecla mine was deliberately sot on fire 
at eleven o’clock Thursday night. Of the 
two or three hundred men ou duty at the j 
timo all but eight escaped unharmed. As ! 
soon as the fire was discovered the men be­
gan to work their way up and when they 
reached the fire itself made an attempt to 
turn on the water, but the pipes had been I 
disconnected and no water was to be had. ‘ 
The signal wire had also been cut and there 
was nothing left but to fight for life. Under 
the guidance of cool-headed leaders the men 
worked their way around the burning tun- J 
nel to the other connections with the main 
engine shaft and thence to the surface.
While the scenes below were being en- ; 
acted the cry above that the mine was on 
fire had reached tho homes of the miners; 
and the wives, children and friends of tho 
men below soon crowded around the shafts, 
wild with grief and anxiety. As each man 
came up out of the death trap he was seized 
by weeping wife and children or anxious 
friends, and cries of grief were changed to 
shouts of rejoicing. The men kept coming 
up until it wa9 known that all but eight had 
been rescued. For these no possible hope 
remains, as the only avenue of escape is cut 
off. Thoy were doubtless smothered be­
tween the sixth level, where the fire origi­
nated, and the surface. Their names are: | 
Antony Langin, Andrew Hansen, Joe Roe, 
Antony Kalskie, Gustav Tava, John Flick, 
Joe Mdssoglie and John Vanderbilt.
At the spot where tho fire originated no 
one was working, and this, taken inconnec- j 
tion with the disconnecting 'of the water- , 
pipes and the breaking of tho signal wire, 
leaves no room to doubt that the fire was 
the work of an incendiary. Just one year 
ago the mine took fire under circumstances 
which pointed strongly to incendiarism. It 
is hinted that an interested syndicate is nt 
the bottom of these fires, and that the work j 
is that of their hired accomplice for the 
purpose of checking the production of cop­
per, and hence booming the price. The 
management had a standing reward of $2,- i 
000 for the discovery of the man who set the j 
fire a year ago, and if human agency can \ 
discover the perpetrator of this deed, it is 
openly declared that he will be hurled head- j 
long down the burning shaft. No means of | 
approximating the probable loss to the i 
mine company are at hand. The other fire 
burned for thirteen weeks and did millions 
of dollars’ worth of damage. It was noth- ! 
ing in fierceness as compared with the ' 
present one. Late last night the fire burst 
its way through the surface, and a huge 
pillar of flame and sparks shot upward liko , 
a volcano, but it was again smothered by 
coverings of earth.
Acid Works Darned.
Titusville, Pa.. Dec. 1.—The Boughton 
acid works, two miles south of Titusville, 
nt Houghton’s Switch,, burned to the ground 
yesterday. The natural gas pipe under tho 
main building, eaten through by acid, ex­
ploded. In one hour the works were com­
pletely destroyed. They were the property 
af the American Chemical and Manufactur­
ing Company, of Cleveland.
Suicide of a Wealthy Physician.
| Great Progress M«(k In Various Branches 
of?the Service—Condition of the 
Coast Defenses and the 
Sew Cruisers.
WniTNET’S VIEWS.
Washington, Dec. 1.—Secretary Whitney 
in his annual report, after presenting a brief 
review of the condition of tho navy as it 
will exist on the 4th of next March, in com­
parison with the same on the 4th of March, ' 
1885, says: So far as armored ships are con- ! 
oerned, the subject is yet to be treated in a 
i broad way by the department and Congress. 
As a result of the policy adopted and car- j 
ried out during the past three years the 
conditions at the present time, the secre- j 
' tary says, are such that every thing noces- 
sary to a first-class fighting ship can be pro­
duced and furnished to the department in 
this country as soon as in the course of con 
struction any element or feature is required; 
but this has never heretofore until the 
present time been true, and therefore the 
consideration of tlio subject lias been neces­
sarily postponed b.v the department until 
the present time. The efforts of the depart­
ment in ship construction have necessarily, 
since March, 1885, been devoted to unarm­
ored vesseis, and as to these the department 
is able to report that when the ships in 
course of construction and those author­
ized shall have been completed, the United 
' States will rank socond among the nations ! 
in the possession of unarmored cruisers or 
“commerce destroyers,” having the highest 
characteristics, viz.: of a size of 3,000 tons 
and upward and possessing speed of nine­
teen knots and upward.
The importance which has been placed i 
upon this branch of naval armament will be 
appreciated from the statement that Eng­
land and France possess sixty-five vessels of 
the class known as unarmored cruisers. The 
attontion of tho world was attracted to the 
destructive cffoct, which was produced upon 
the commerce of the United States by the 
cruisers fitted out, under tho auspices of tho 
Confederacy in tho War of the. Rebellion. 
The total tonnage of the registered vessels 
of the United States had risen year by year 
until, in 1861 it amounted to 2,642,628 tons, 
and between 1831 and 1833 it was reduced to 
11,492,926 tons; or, in other words, to tho 
point which wo had reached in 1849, from 
which decliao we have nover recovered. 
Tho insurance war risk upon American ves­
sels during the war rose in exceptional cases 
to as high as twenty-five per cent.
Discussing the production of power by 
machinery, Secretary Whitney says that an 
examination of the condition of the depart­
ment in 1S85 in this respect, led to tho con­
clusion that tho machinery of naval vessels, 
ought to be so designed as to produce ten- 
horse power for each ton of machinery, and 
it was determined to make that tho stand­
ard and to enter into contracts that were ’ 
not based substantially thereon.
Flans of machinery were purchased ! 
abroad, which upon trial approximated that j 
result. Bidders were authorized t,o bid upon 
1 the plans thus submitted to competition or 
; were permitted to submit their own plans, 
but were obliged to guaranty the results de­
termined upon by tho department under se­
vere penalties for failure, and with compen­
sating premiums in case of attaining better 
results.
All the contracts for the construction of 
ships which have been entered into sinco 
March, 1885, call for the production of power . 
by machinery equal to the highest stand­
ards. The efforts of the department in this I 
matter have been cordially seconded by the 
bureau chiefs; nnd it is believed that, at the 
present time, the department has reached 
the point where entire reliance can be I 
placed upon it for the production of war 
vessels equal in character to those of any ! 
other country. Referring to tho reduction 
of exponses during the past three years, it 
is claimed that the savings of the depart­
ment arc paying for the navy, and on this 
topic the secretary says:
“It is gratifying to be able to report that, 
notwithstanding the large expenditures for 
the new navy in the last three years, the re­
ductions in other directions have made the 
total expenditure less for the last three 
years than for the three years ending June 
30, 1884, the ordinary expenses of the de­
partment having been reduced over twenty 
per cent.’”
Discussing coast and harbor defenses Sec­
retary Whitney says: In the last annual re­
port of the department the considerations 
were given lending to the conclusion that it 
would be uuwise for the department to fol- 
tovv tho course of the European powers in 
building unprotected torpedo boats, and in 
the present uncertainty regarding the prac­
ticability of submarine boats, and while 
waiting the practical trial of the dynamite 
gunboats, it has been deemed wise for the 
department to build one light draught, heav- 
ily armored harbor defense floating battery, 
or ram, for which designs have been pre­
pared.
The oppropriations for the current fiscal 
year amount to $19,942,481.
The secretary closes by giving the main 
points ef the reports submitted by the Ad­
miral of the Navy, the chiefs of the various 
naval bureaus and the board of visitors to J 
the United States Naval Academy, abstracts ■ 
of which have been published from time to 
time as they were placed in the hands of 
the secretary.
Bank Teller Skips with 88,500.
Indianapolis, Dec. 1.—Will Schrieber 
teller of tho First National Bank of Colum 
bus, this State, has gone to Canada, carry­
ing with him $8,500 of the bank's money. 
Wednesday evening Schrieber had an ex­
cuse for going to tho bank safe, which had 
lieen closed and the time lock set. Friday 
morning it was discovered that the money 
therein was short seventeen packages of 
$500 each, which Schrieber had taken unob 
served Wednesday evening. The bank was 
closed Thursday, and hence the loss was 
not discovered until yesterday. After pro­
curing tho money Schrieber went to the 
train, saying that he would spend Thanks­
giving in this city. Yesterday afternoon he 
sent a telegram to the cashier stating that 
he would ho in Toronto to-day. He is about 
twenty-two years of age and had been in 
the bank six years. He has been extrava­
gant in his attentions to a woman named 
Fanny James, of Chicago, who, it is thought 
has gone to Canada with him. Ha also 
speculated largely.
Desperate Prize Fight.
Kansas City, Nov. 26.—Billy Hennes.vand 
Dan Agen,. the “Montana Kid,” fought 
thirty-twodesperate rounds in Leavenworth 
County, Kansas, Sunday afternoon, tho 
fight finally being awarded to Hennesy. 
Both men were severely punished, having 
been repeatedly knocked down, and Agcn’s 
nose was broken. Sk i-tight gloves wero 
used and the contest fought under Queens- 
berry rules
Tlie Walking Match.
OUR NAVY. AGAIN AT WORK.
Secretary Whitney’s Annual Re­
port Made Pftblio.
BROKE THE RECORD.
Llttlewood, the English Pedestrian, Won 
the Go-ag-You-Please Race by Making 
623 Miles.
New York, Dec. 8.—There was an im­
mense assemblage of people in Madison 
Square Garden Saturday night to witness 
the closing scenes of the six days go-as you- 
please race, which began shortly ufter mid­
night Monday last. It is estimated that from 
8,000 to 10,000 people were present From 
five o’clock and up to the close of the race 
most of the pedestrians remained on the 
track, and every time the band played the 
men would spurt around at a lively rate. 
Littlewood’s intention when he started was 
to cover 675 miles, but his sickness pre­
vented. He was determined, however, to 
Dreak the record. At 7:30 he made his 619th 
mile and the crowd cheered loudly. The ex­
citement was great as he drew near Albert’s 
record. Albert and his wife sat in a box 
and saw Littlewood wrest the title of cham­
pion walker of the world from Albert.
Shortly after Littlewood started ont on 
tl.o six hundred and twenty-second mile it 
was stated that he would on completing it ; 
retire for good. While Littlewood was cov- ' 
sring this mile the crowd grew more en­
thusiastic. When he had completed it he 
was presented by Guerrero with a handsome 
wreath, a present from jockey Garrison, i 
while the band played “Hail to the Chief,” 
md followed with “Yankee Doodle ” It 
was 8:01 precisely when ho finished. Albert 
caine down with him carrying a broom, 
while tho other pedestrians bore aloft 
American flags. One circuit of the track 
ivas then made in sort of a trieumphal pro­
cession nnd Littlewood left the track.
At 9:26 Littlewood went around the track 
imid great cheering. After making a 
couple of laps Littlewood nnd Herty wore 
stopped by Kelly, of the Boston Base Ball 
Club, and presented with wreaths of laurel. 
After Littlewood made a few more laps ho 
was stopped in front of the scorer’s stand 
ind presented with the diamond champion- 
»hip belt by Mike Kelly, who made a few 
remarks.
The belt was then fastened around Little- 
wood’s waist and he thanked the speaker 
for his good wishos and said he had won 
the belt once, but supposed ho must win it 
twice more to hold it. Albert then stepped , 
forward and challenged Littlewood to an­
other race for the championship of the ' 
world, under the conditions that each man 
entering put up $1,090 to bo dividod among 
tho walkers in addition to the gate "receipts. ! 
The final score was: Littlewood 623’^ 
miles. Herty 695, Moore 553. Cartwright 
>46, Norcinac 543, Hart 539, Ho worth 536, 
Connor 534, Mason 538, Taylo r 459, Campa- 
na450, Elson 431,Peach 262, C. Smith 201.
The total receipts for the week wore 
about $19,123. Half of this sum, $9,561.50, ' 
will bo divided among the walkers to-day. 
Littlewood’s Rhare will be $3,824.60, and 
with the $1,000 given him for breaking tho 
record will make bis total earnings$-1,8:24.60.
Littlowood and Herty wore around among 
their friends yesterday and said they felt 
no bad effects from their exertions at the 
walking match. It is understood that the 
next race will be in February. The con­
testants will be in two classos. The first 
class will consist of mon like Littlewood, 
Albert, Rowell and Herty, and each man 
will put up $1,000 for a sweepstake, in ad­
dition to whic h tho winner will get a share 
of the gate money. The second class men 
will each put up $200 entrance foe. Thin ar-‘' 
rangement is expected to keep out the use­
less small fry that have, encumbered previ­
ous races.
OUR NATIONAL ARMY.
The Sccretnry of XVur Submits Tils An­
nual Report to President Cleveland—Re­
port of the Director of the Mint.
Washington, Dee. 3.—Secretary Endicott 1
In his annual report alludes feelingly to tho ‘ 
death of General Sheridan, which he soys : 
deprived the army of a chief pre-eminently 
fitted for such command, whose wide expe­
rience, ready resources and personal quali­
ties mndo him a tower of strength in coun­
cil and action The secretary again invites 
the attention of Congress to the defenseless 
condition of our sea coast and lake frontiers. 
It appears more important than ever that 
immediate and liberal action in this direc­
tion should be taken by the coming session 1 
of Congress, in view of the fact that tho 
last session gave appropriations for the con­
struction of heavy ordnance. For the con­
struction of needed defenses in which to 
place these new guns an appropriation of 
$840,000 is asked for. .
Torpedos and sub marine mines, the sec­
retary says, are now acknowledged by all 
nations to be absolutely necessary to tho 
efficient defenso of harbors and seaports; 
and for the purchase of these and the nec­
essary appliances for operating them, and 
for experimenting to ascertain the best of 
the many torpedo inventions, an appropri­
ation of $1,890,000 is recommended. Under 
the provisions of tho Army bill for the pro­
curement of pneumatic dynamite guns, the 
necessary specifications are now being pre­
pared and advertisements for proposals 
will issue early this month for guns of 
fifteen inches calibre to throw projectiles 
carrying a charge of about 509 pounds of 
explosive gelatine. Secretary Endicott re­
news tho redommendation made in previous 
reports for the appointment of an Assistant 
Secretary of War. Such an officer is im­
peratively needed, he says, for the proper 
and efficient administration of the War De­
partment.
The secretary’s estimates of appropria­
tions to the War Department for the year 
ending Jane 30, 1890, calls for $44,632,507. 
This includes $25,293,372 for the military es­
tablishment and $13,785,234 for public works 
and river and harbor improvements. The 
appropriations for the last fiscal year 
amounted to $41,165,107, and for the current 
year $59,679,934.
Dr. James P. Kimball, Director of the 
Mint, in his annual report on the operations 
of the mint for the fiscal year ended June 30, 
188S, shows the coinage of the year to have 
been as follows: Gold, 28,354,170; silver 
dollars. $32,718,673; subsidiary silver coins, I 
$1,417,422; minor coins, $1,218,976; total $63,- 
719.242.
The production of gold and silver in the 
United States for the calendar year 1887 is 
estimated nt $33000 000 gold and $53,357,000 
silver. The production of gold in the world 
during the past four years has remained 
nearly constant, ranging from $101,694,000 
in 1884 to $99,056,850 in 1888) while the pro­
duction of silver has increased in the last 
four years about $25,000.000—ranging from 
$110,775 000 in 1884 to $135,449,410 in 1888. 
The aggregate coinage of the world during 
1887 was: Gold, $124,09S,465; silver, $160,. 
984,877.
Saved from a Watery Grave.
Worcester, Mass., Doc. 4 —The schooner 
J. L. Cotter, from SL John, N. B., for Vine­
yard Haven, put in here yesterday to land 
Captain Selim's and crew, of the schooner 
Diadem, which they rescued Sunday fifteen 
miles from land, the latter vessel being in 
a sinking condition. When eastward of 
Thatcher Island she sprung a leak. There 
was no insurance upon the vessel.
No Reduction in Wages.
DAfifiPTT P,n! "TiAZ* A —ThA iH'AnAcn/1
The Fiftieth Congress Begins ita 
Closing Session. j
But Little Doue Outside of Listening to 
the Reading of the President’s Me»- ,
sage—Scenes anti Incidents 
of the Day-
THE PROCEEDINGS.
IVAsniNGTON, Dec. 4.—It was an unusually 
full Senate that responded to President In­
galls’ call to order at noon yesterday. At 
that time all the galleries were full, except 
the President’s and diplomatic departments. 
The desk of the presiding officer was deco 
rated by a handsome pyramid bouquet, and 
Senators Blodgett, Daniel, Pugh, Voorhees 
and Beck had before them nature’s emblems 
of the esteem of friends. Not a flower 
bloomed on tbs Republican side of the 
chamber.
As the minute hand overtook the hour in­
dicator on the dial of the clock facing him, 
Mr. Ingalls let fall the gavel and chaplain 
Butler opened the proceedings with prayer. 
He returned thanks for the blessings vouch­
safed the land in its material interests, and 
remembered President-elect Harrison in his 
petition. One of the Senators joined the 
chaplain in repeating the Lord’s Prayer at 
the close.
A resolution was adopted instructing the 
clerk to inform the House that the Senate 
was in session. In aceordanca with the pro-' 
visions of a resolution offered by Mr. Mor­
rill and adopted, Messrs. Morrill and Sauls­
bury were made members on the part of tho 
Senate of a committee to wait on the Presi­
dent with the information that Congress 
was in session.
The Senate then took a recess from 12:47 
to 1:30 o’clock. When it was called to order1 
the notification committee reported that tho 
President would communicate with the Sen­
ate Immediately. The President’s message, 
was then presented, and at 1:83 the clerk 
began to read it. The reading occupied an 
hour and twenty minutes. At its conclusion 
the message was laid on the table and or­
dered printed.
The Senate at 3:55 adjourned, after a no­
tification by Mr. Frye that ho would call up 
the Union Pacific Settlement bill to-day: by 
Mr. Chandler that he would ask for action 
on his resolution to investigate the Louisi­
ana oloction of April last,, and by Mr. Alli­
son that he would ask tho Senate to procoed' 
with tho tariff bill, and would even (if tho> 
discussion became too protracted) call it up 
during the morning hours of l ho session.
The galleries of the Houso (with tho ex­
ception of those galleries reserved for tho 
President and his friends and for tho diplo­
matic i^rps) were filled with spectators, 
and the bright dresses of the ladies formed 
a brilliant frame to the picture presented 
on the floor below. There handshaking 
was indulged in and congratulations on re- 
election or condolences on defeat were ex­
changed among tho members. Of course 
the recent election was tho chief topic, of 
conversation, but there was no bitter feel­
ing manifested; jocose raillery on the part 
of the Republicans and patient resignation 
on the part of the Democrats being every­
where evident.
Tho Republican members who are promi­
nently mentioned in connection with tho 
Speakership of the Fifty-first Congress caine 
in for an extra share of felicitations—it be­
ing generally conceded on the floor that the 
next Houso will be Republican with from 
three to seven majority. The Speaker’s 
desk was ornamented with a handsome 
floral piece, while other prominent mem­
bers wero not forgotten by their friends.
Prayer was delivered by chaplain Milburn 
nd ttie clerk then called the roll. At tho 
•onclusion of roll call a resolution was 
doptoJ instructing the clerk to inform the 
uenat e that tho House was in session. The 
8l>eaker appointed Messrs. Holman, of Indi­
ana; Turner, of Georgia and O’Neill, of 
Pennsylvania, as a committee to join asimi- 
lai* committee appointed by the Senate to 
wait upon tho President and inform him 
thp.t Congress was ready to receive any 
communication he might desire to transmit.
The House then took a recess for an hour. 
After tho recess Mr. Holman announced 
that the committee appointed to wait upon 
tho President had performed that duty, and 
that the President would communicate with 
Congress forthwith.
The annual message was then delivers:! 
to the House and immediately read by tho 
clerk. When, at 3:15, the reading was com­
pleted, Mr. Mills offered a resolution, which 
was agreed to, referring the message to the 
Committee of the Whole and providing for 
its printing. The House then adjourned.
A New Coal and Iron Railroad.
Middletown, N. Y., Deo. 4.—A charter 
has been obtained in Pennsylvania by a com­
pany of coal capitalists for the construction 
of a new railroad between Scranton, Lacka­
wanna County, and Forest City, Susquehan­
na County. Tho projected road is twenty- 
two miles long and the capital stock in the 
company is $220,000. It is understood that 
tho undertaking is backed by the Central 
New Jersey and Lehigh Valley railroads, 
and that the ultimate design is to push the 
lines on twenty miles north from Forest 
City to a connection with the Erie railroad 
nt or near Binghampten, New York. The 
purpose in building the road is to furnish an 
outlet for the anthracite coal product of the 
mines recently developed near Forest City. 
These mines are now being extensively and 
profitably worked. The Hillsdale Coal and 
Iron Mining Company is now putting up a 
new breaker on their property which will 
employ five hundred hands.
Captured b.v Burglars.
Hiorx Citt, la.. Dec. 4.—A bold attempt 
was made early Sunday morning to rob tho 
safe in the office of the Booge packing house. 
About one o'clock four masked men rushed 
upon Thomas Coleman, the wat<4iman, and 
overpowered him. A gunny sack was tied 
over his head and his hands anil legs were 
secured and he was laid down in a corner of 
the office. As the watchman did not report, 
the engineer, assistant engineer and the 
tank men went, successively, to see what 
was wrong, and each in turn was seized and 
bound like Coleman. The burglars worked' 
hard to open the safe, but at four o’clock 
they broke a drill and gave up the job, after 
going through the pockets of the captured 
men and securing sixty-five dollars. Had 
the burglars succeeded in opening the safe 
they would have secured nothing of conse­
quence beyond some papers which are not 
negotiable. — o ---------
The Flooded Mines.
Huntingdon, Pa., Dec.4.—The bituminouB 
coal mines at Robertdale, which wer 
flooded Sunday by the sudden flow of back­
water, covering forty acres, will not again 
be in condition for working for some time, 
owing to the undermining of tho washout. 
The course of the water was changed from 
the mines by digging an artificial bed and 
running tho current in an opposite direc­
tion, but in spite of this, though effecting 
the release nf the. colliers, a steaffv fleur nP
OLD HICKORY!
Seventy-First Anniversary of FHa 
Greatest Battle.
Story of the Fight at Sew Orleans—The 
Cotton Bales I»i<l Sot Play So
[ Important a Part,
After All.
IHE battle of New Or­
leans will always re­
main a memorable 
event in our military 
history. It was the 
brilliant close of a 
war which had been 
forced upon us, often
called our second War of Independence, and 
the progress of which had been marked by 
many signal disasters to our arms. Our 
infant navy had distinguished itself in 
every quarter of the globe, but our armies 
had not been so fortunate. The victory of 
New Orleans restored the National pride, 
and gave elevation and tone to the Nation­
al character. It was a victory achieved by 
a hastily raised and undisciplined force, 
inferior in numbers and in arms, over the 
flower of the British army flushed with re­
cent conquest. The soldiers that fell before 
the prowess of American riflemen and 
backwoodsmen on the 8th of January, 1815, 
were the soldiers who had marched tri­
umphantly under Wellington from tho 
Tagus to the Pyrenees, driving before them 
the elite of Napoleon’s veterans.
These circumstances, together with the 
fact that it was tho iron will, the inflexible 
courage, tho all-compelling energy and the 
sleepless vigilance of the American com­
mander that made the victory with such 
means possible, render the names of Jack- 
son and New Orleans immortal in Ameri­
can history.
Not entering with particularity into the 
details which led up to this closing cam­
paign of the war, it is sufficient to state 
that toward the close of the year 1814 it be­
came known to the Government that the 
same force of British troops which had 
captured Washington and ravaged the 
shores of the Chesapeake, heavily rein­
forced, and assisted by a large fleet, would 
make a descent upon New Orleans. Gen­
eral Jackson, in command of the Depart­
ment of the Southwest was charged with 
the defense of the city. It was at that time 
a place of twenty thousand inhabitants, 
mainly French Creoles, and that excitable 
people were in a state of dissension and 
great terror, for it was regarded as certain 
that the troops which had burnt Washing­
ton, would sack and burn their city also.
On December 3, 1814, General Jackson, 
accompanied only by his staff, quietly and 
without ostentation entered tho city and 
took up his headquarters in one of the few 
brick buildings then in existence and 
which is yet stand­
ing. Ho was re­
ceived by the mayor 
and some of tho 
leading citizens, and 
to their extended
welcome he replied ( 
with an address! 
which at once pro- i 
ducecl an electric’ 
effect throughout the 
city. He declared 
that he had come to 
protect Now Orleans 
and that he would 
drive their enemies 
into tho soa, or per­
ish In the attempt. Jackson’s iiead- 
Ho called on all good quarters.
citizens to rally around him, and, with 
patriotic resolve, save their city from dis­
aster and dishonor. The flag was then 
unfolded to the breeze, and without the loss 
of a moment the man of action began his 
work. Though broken with disease, worn 
down with excessive fatigue, and incapa­
ble of eating and digesting any foo I except 
the smallest amount of rice, his demeanor 
was such as to inspire peculiar confidence. 
It was that of a man entirely master of the 
situation. He never admitted a doubt of 
his ability to defeat the enemy. Ho had 
but one plan and that was to make all tho 
preparations possible; to strike the enemy 
whenever and where ever he could find 
him, and drivo him headlong into the sea, 
or bring him prisoner to New Orleans. His 
undaunted spirit soon became contagious.
Hope and resolution flllod every heart 
and mantled every face. Yet the means at 
hand for the accomplishment of so great a 
purpose were of the mcagerest description. 
The troops then in or near New Orleans 
were two half-filled newly-raised regiments 
of regular troops, about eight hundred 
men; a battalion of uniformed volunteers, 
flve hundred men; a battalion of freemen 
of color, and two regiments of State militia 
imperfectly disciplined, armed mostly with 
fowling-pieces, and in other respects badly 
equipped. Tho whole force amounted to 
about two thousand men. Two vessels of 
war, tho schooner Carolina ancj the ship 
Louisiana, lay in the river, but neither were 
manned. Commodore Patterson and a few 
other naval officers were in the city, and 
they undertook to man and fight these ves­
sels. General Coffee, with nearly three 
thousand men, was on tho march. General 
Carroll, with a regiment of Tennesseans, 
was on his way down the Mississippi, and 
Generals Adair and Thomas, with two 
thousand volunteer Kentuckians, unarmed 
and unequipped in every respect, were also 
on their way down the river. Two boat 
loads of muskets were also on their way 
from Pittsburgh, and, fortunately, General 
Carroll met with one of them, and obtained 
arms for his troops, but the other boat 
loitered on the way, trading at the river 
towns, and did not reach New Orleans
MAP OP THE BATTLEFIELD.
until long after the battle. The Kentucky 
troops never got armed at all,, except a 
small part of them with old muskets ar.d 
fowling-pieces picked up around New Or­
leans.
The first thing Jackson did was to be­
come acquainted with tho character and 
topography of the surrounding country, 
and desiring to see every thing for himself 
he made a rapid tour of inspection, visit­
ing Fort Philip, near the mouth of the Mis­
sissippi, and also the borders of lakes 
Borgne and Ponchartrain. Lako Borgne 
afforded the nearest approach from the 
Gulf to the, city, but it was too shallow for 
large sea going vessels. The enemy could 
only obtain access here in coasting craft
and barges. A neet oi six gun-boats, car­
rying twenty-three guns, and under the 
command of Lieutenant Jones, defended 
this lake and the passes to Lake Ponchar­
train. Jackson returned to the city on the 
8th of December, well satisfied with 
what he had seen on his tour of inspection. 
He then devoted himself to hurrying for­
ward his troops and obtaining arms. Mean­
time the British fleet of fifty vessels, with 
soldiers and sailors numbering over twenty 
thousand men, was sailing towards the en 
trance to Lake Borgne, where it arrived on 
the tenth of December. Four days later a 
flotilla from the fleet of barges and gun­
boats attacked Lieutenant Jones, and after 
a sharp fight captured all his men and gun­
boats. A landing of troops was then effect­
ed with safety and secrecy, every picket 
and sentinel of the Americans were capt­
ured, and thus all means of communicating 
with the city was cut off. On the evening 
of that day, however, rumors of the Bns-
EQUESTRIAN STATUE OF JACKSON.
ish landing reached the city, and the peo­
ple became panic stricken. Swiftly Jack- 
son sent out his orders, and on the next 
daj' he placed the town under martial law, 
converting it into a camp, and making every 
citizen a soldier.
General Coffee was at Baton Rouge, one 
hundred and twenty-nine miles above tho 
city, but in two forced marches he brought 
the largest part of his force within strik­
ing distance.
Meantime a column of sixteen hundred 
men of the British under General Keane 
had effected a landing, and were marching 
toward the city. Report had told the 
British General that the American army 
numbered twenty thousand men. He could 
have marchod into the city, for his advance 
was unknown to the American commander, 
but when within six miles ho halted and 
wont into camp to await reinforcements. 
This was on the *22d of December. It was 
not until the next day that Jackson knew 
of this advance. But he acted with his 
usual promptness. As soon as he heard 
th6 news he turned to his secretary and 
aids and said: “Gentlemen, the British 
are below,, we must fight them to-night.”
Like lightning the orders flow, and soon 
Jackson was advancing towards the British 
force with about two thousand men, the 
best of his force. The schooner Carolina, 
fully manned, also dropped down the river 
to tako part in the fight. By six o’clock 
Jackson was in the presence of the enemy. 
Ho sent General Coffee around by thwloft 
to attack tho enemy in flank, while he at­
tacked in front near tho river, ancj the 
Carolina was to anchor close in shore op­
posite tho British eamp and pour broad­
sides of grape und cannister into their 
midst.
Every thing was arrange d and the fight- ; 
ing was to commence with a signal from 
tho Carolina. At half-past seven o’clock , 
the battle commenced with a broadside • 
from tho little schooner. It was so dark ' 
the men could hardly see, but a storm of 
iron hail poured into the British forces on 
three sides of them. Bravely they re­
turned it, the battle lasting until ten 
o’clock, when the firing on both sides 
ceased, each side holding their own, the i 
losses being very nearly equal. Many in- i 
teresting details might be given oi' this ■ 
singular night battle, but our space does i 
not permit of it at this time.
Tlio fight took place near tho Roderiguez ! 
canal, an old mill race, which crossed tho 
plain at its narrowest point, above whero
the British forces had camped. Here Jack- 
son determined to entrench himself, and 
hold the position until he could drive the 
red coats into the river. Quick now! 
bring every pickaxe, shovel, spade and J 
wheelbarrow the city can supply, and let 
there be such digging, shoveling and heap­
ing up of earth as will astonish these Brit­
ishers? As soon as it was day, the men 
were set to lyork, deepening the canal and 
throwing up the dirt on the side nearest the 
city.
Fences were torn away a yd the rails 
used to support the embankment. During 
the 24th the entire line of defense, a mile 
long, was begun and raised in some places 
to a height of four feet, and before night 
two small cannon were placed in position 
on the high road. The British made no at­
tempt to molest the work.
The great difficulty was want of earth. 
Digging three feet brought them to water. 
It was under these circumstances that an 
enthusiastic Frenchmen suggested cotton 
bales. The city was full of cotton, and 
there was a vessel laden with it in the riv­
er near the entrenchments. Jackson at 
once took up with the idea, and used cotton 
bales in a certain part of the entrench­
ments. It may as well be remarked here, 
as anywhere, however, that the idea was 
delusive. The subsequent cannonade of 
January 1, knocked the bales right and 
left, and set them on fire, making a most 
intolerable smoke, so that Jackson was as 
glad to get rid of them as he had been to 
get them. On the day of the final conflict 
not a single cotton bale remained m the en­
trenchments.
On this same 24th day of December, tho 
day before Christmas, 1814, while these 
fortifications were building, in the City of 
Ghent, three thousand miles away, a differ- I 
ent scene was being enacted. The Ameri­
can and English Peace Commissioners, on 
that day, at twelve o’clock, closed their 
labors and affixed their names to the treaty 
of peace between Great Britain and the 
United States. Had there been an Atlantic 
cable in existence then, the battle of New 
Orleans would never have been fought and 
Andrew Jackson would never have be­
come President of the United States.
But weeks were still to elapse before tha 
good news could reach the United States, ' 
and in the meantime a great battle was i
and repulse and to narrate in succession 
events that took place simultaneously, i 
There have boon many accounts of this bat- ! 
tie both from the English and tho American • 
point of view, but all we can do in this j 
place is simply to describe the general plan 
and tho result.
General Sir Edward Pakenham was a ‘ 
brilliant, and had been a successful sol* 
dier iu the Peninsular war. He was a 
brother-in-law of the Duke of Wellington, ! 
and a favorite officer of that great com- , 
mander. He was at this time thirty-eight : 
years of age. His subordinate command- ' 
ers were General Samuel Gibbs, General 
John Keane and General John Lambert, 
and the army numbered seven thousand 
three hundred men.
The force under Jackson numbered six 
thousand men, but tho arms of many of 
them were of a very inferior description, j
The plan of General Pakenham was that I 
of a bravo soldier, who knew he had 
veteran troops. He intended to carry the 
American works by assault. The princi­
pal column, under tho immediate command 
of General Gibbs, composed of four thou­
sand troops, was to make tho main attack 
against tho American loft^ Another 
column was simultaneously to attack the 
right, while an expedition was sent across 
the river to capture the batteries of Com­
modore Patterson.
Pakenham was opposed to a night at­
tack, and waited until the first dawn of 
day before launching the assault. As the 
dawn broke, the signal rockets were sent 
off, and the British troops advanced to the 
attack. As they came within gun shot, the 
American batteries opened at first with 
but occasional effect, often missing, some­
times throwing a ball into the solid column 
that made it reel. As they neared the 
lines, the well-aimed shot made more 
dreadful havoc, cutting great lanes in the 
column from front to rear. Still they ad­
vanced until they came within range of the 
small arms, the rifles of the Tennesseans 
and Kentuckians.
General Jackson as he rode down the 
lines that morning had cautioned his men 
not to fire until they could see the whites 
of the enemies’ eyes. Cooly they waited, 
and when the advancing column was with­
in two hundred yards, the word was given
“Fire!”
Then a sheet of flame burst forth from 
two thousand rifles, and along the whole 
line it blazed and 
rolled. At about one 
hundred yards from 
the entrenchments 
the head of the as­
saulting column halt­
ed, and the whole fell 
into disorder, then 
broke and retreated. 
Gibbs and Pakenham 
rushed to the head 
of the column and 
begged and implored 
the men to reform, 
but under such a ter­
rific fire it was im­
possible, and it was 
net until they had 
fallen back out of 
rifle shot, that the 
column regained its 
self-possession. Lay-
" ing aside their knap
Orleans monument, sacks, and reinforced 
by the Highlanders, they again advanced 
to the assault, General Gibbs on the rignt, I 
and General Pakenham on the left, leading ' 
and encouraging the men. But it was use­
less. The American line was a fiery furnace.
A thirty-two pounder loaded to the muzzle 
with musket balls poured its charge at ■ 
point-blank range, right into the head of 
the column, literally mowing it down. , 
Pakenham and Gibbs both fell mortally i 
wounded, officer after officer fell, and the 
column broke and fled in horror, not again 
to be reformed on that dreadful day. Thi9
was the attack on me American left, sup­
posed to be the weakest point of the line.
On the right the British column of at- 
tack fared no better, but was repulsed with 
the same dreadful slaughter. At this point 
a few men reached the American ramparts 
and there fell dead under the deadly fire of 
the rifles.
Torn and bleeding the whole British 
army feli back defeated. The engagement 
lasted thirty five minutes, though the can­
nonade from the American entrenchments 
was kept up for two hours longer. The 
British loss was seven hundred killed, 
fourteen hundred wounded and five hun­
dred prisoners. Jackson’s loss was eight 
killed and thirteen wounded.
A monument of granite now marks this 
celebrated battle-field.
For this great victory Congress pre­
sented a gold medal to General Jackson, 
and adopted glowing resolutions of thanks 
to him and his brave army.
And it was the fame of this battle that 
afterwards made Jackson the seventh 
President of me United States.
John N. Crawford.
Note—[The illustrations in this article are 
from Lossing’s Field Book of Battle.—Ed.]
fought and many brave souls sent to their 
long account.
Meantime the little schooner Carolina, 
from its. position in the river, annoyed tha 
British camp beyond all endurance, and 
when General Pakenham arrived with the 
main body of bis army it was resolved that 
the first thing to do was to destroy that 
intolerable little wasp of a schooner. Bat­
teries were erected at the river shore, and 
after some days thq British had the pleas­
ure of sinking the little craft, but notaintil 
it had been the cause of much destruction 
and delay to them, giving Jackson the pre­
cious time wherein to hurry forward the 
forces and make his intrenchmeuts well 
nigh impregnable.
On the first of January General Paken- I 
ham undertook a reconnoissance in force, 
to see what Jackson’s entrenchments were 
like, but was driven back with the loss of 
fifty’ killed and wounded. The reconnois- 
sance resulted in making the British Gen- 
eral aware that there were some very ugly j 
looking breast-works between him and New 
Orleans, though he had the satisfaction of 
knocking the cotton bales to pieces.
General Jackson quickly got rid of tho 
cotton bales, and made his fortification 
still more impregnable. Another week 
elapsed before the British commander felt 
ready for the task before him, but ho 
finally determined that at daylight on tho 
8th of January he would brush away the 
obstruction before him, und march tri­
umphantly into the city. A deserter from 
Jackson’s forces had informed him that 
tho left of the American line where the ! 
men under Generals Coffee and Carroll ' 
were stationed was the weakest point, and ! 
Pakenham therefore determined that the 
main attack under his own personal direc­
tion should be made at that point.
Jackson had been watching the move­
ments in the British camp from day to day 
like a hawk. Early on the morning of the 
7th he detected the arrangements the Brit­
ish were mak.ng for an assault, and before 
the close of the day he foresaw the attack 
would be made the next morning, possibly 
before daylight, but surely as soon as it was 
day. He accordingly made all his disposi­
tions, and that night there was no sleep be­
hind the American breastworks. His re 
servos under General Adair were placed so 
as to strengthen the weakest part of his line, 
and long before daylight every thing was 
in readiness, and every soldier at his post.
Commodore Patterson was in command 
of a very strong battery across the river, 
the lire from which would rake the British ' 
column in flank as it moved against Jack- i 
son. »
It is always difficult to describe the opera- ! 
tions of a battle, to trace the combinations ' 
of movements, and present, to the reader ! 
distinctly the prominent and moving inci­
dents. to mark the alternations of charge
JACKSON MEDAL—REVERSE.
A NOTED JAP.
The Mikado’s Representative at Washing­
ton—Pictures of the Minister and Ilia 
Wife.
One of the well-known figures of the so­
ciety season at Washington is a graceful, 
intelligent-looking gentleman of about 
thirty-five, with large black eyes and a 
rather scanty mustache, but a thick mass 
of black hair, which is combed straight 
backwards. He dresses in the modern reg­
ulation costume, and 
speaks English flu­
ently, though with 
an Oriental accent. 
This is the diplomatic 
representative of the 
Mikado of Japan ac­
credited to the United 
States Government, 
and his name is Riui- 
chi Kuki. Mr. Kuki 
was born in Japan, 
in 1851, and while in 
school he showed a 
predilection for phil­
osophy, political 
economy and the sci-
minister kuki. ence of politics. Lat­
er, he became a promoter of education and 
industry At the time of the Restoration, 
Mr. Kuki was a Royalist and supported 
the Imperial cause. He was soon placed 
by the Government, and at the early age of 
twenty-six he was appointed Assistant 
Minister of Educalion. In this important 
office Mr. Kuki won very high credit by his 
complete reorganization of the educational 
system in Japan.
In the year 1873, Mr. Kuki was appointed 
a Commissioner to several European and 
American States to investigate the various 
systems of education, industry and finance; 
and his reports thereon exercised an im­
mense influence upon the progress of civili­
zation in Japan. In the course of a few 
years ho was appointed a Senator and a 
member of the Council of State, retaining, 
at the same time, tho office of Assistant 
Minister of Education.
In 1879, Mr. Kuki was appointed a Com­
missioner to the International Exhibition 
of Paris. After its close he mude the tour 
of Europe, again studying the different 
educational, industrial and financial sys­
tems. In 1884. he was appointed to the 
mission at Washington, whither he has 
brought his charming wife. Madame Kuki 
is a typical Japanese lady of the higher 
class. Though of a quiet and somewhat re­
tiring disposition, she receives visitors with 
grace and evident pleasure.
Last season she was obliged to retire 
from society on account of feeble health, 
having been an invalid since the birth of 
her baby boy, in May, 1885. Of late, how­
ever, her health has
much improved, and 
her frequent appear­
ance in society next 
season is anticipated.
Madame Kuki did not 
speak a word of En­
glish when she first . 
came to this country; Xj. 
but she now gets 
along in the vernacu­
lar without difficulty.
She is tho mother of 
two children besides 
the one born in Wash­
ington. The former 
are attending school
at home. madame kuki.
Minister Kuki and his wife are great con­
noisseurs of art objects, and have brought 
from Japan a large collection of earthen­
wares, bronze and lacquered work, togeth­
er with screens and Kakimonoes of famous 
painters, etc. A visit to the Japanese Le­
gation is one of the pleasantest to be made 
m Washington.
As a diplomatist, Minister Kuki won 
much credit in the recent case of Calvin 
Platt, a San Francisco forger who was ex­
tradited from Yokohama without a treaty. 
'Hie conclusion of a treaty resulted there­
from, in the negotiation of which tho 
Japanese Minister also played an impor­
tant part.
Minister Kuki is President of the Fine 
Art Association of Japan, and also of the 
Educational Association of that country. At 
the late International Educational Congress 
held in New Orleans. Mr. Kuki was the 
Honorary President of the Department of 
Higher Education; and he is an honorary 
member of the N. W. Literary and Histori­
cal Association of America. At present 
his leisure time is occupied in the investi­
gation of matters relating to education, in­
dustry, finance, commerce and agriculture. 
—Lceliee.
NEW YEAR'S MORNING.
Maiden—Are you making many calls to­
day ?
Youth—Only one. Mother made me 
promise to call here, because she used to 
go to school with your mother. I came 
early so as to have it over with.— Life.
A Popular Visitor.
“Sister Clara likes to have you call on 
her, Mr. Featherly,” said young Bobby.
Featherly’s heart gave a great throb as 
he whispered:
“H*v do you know that, Bobby?”
“Because she says you are a perennial 
amusement.— N. Y. Sun.
Men often say that they were the archi 
tects of their own fortunes, but you never 
hear a man admit that he was the architect 
of his misfortunes. _ •
4 “HAPPY NEW YEAH.”
How the Holiday la Observed in 
the Metropolis.
The Old Style of Calling Which Is Going 
Out, and the New Style Which Is
Now Coining In — Elegant 
Lunches at Hotel**
[Special New York Correspondence.]
It is 1887. This may seem to many people 
a bit of superfluous information, but I will 
wager that fully two-thirds of my readers 
will go on for a week or two yet dating 
their letters 1886 and wasting note paper 
and temper in that way which might be 
better reserved for other uses.
I don’t know of any thing more fatal to 
the resolution, which most good men make 
at this time of the year, to preserve an 
even temper, than to read over a nicely 
written letter and find it dated just a year 
back; yet we all do it, and the line of do- 
markation between the old and the new 
year is getting so indistinct that the mis­
take seems still more liable to occur.
My friend, De Smythe-Joughnes, who 
is a dude and keeps me posted on the latest 
society wrinkles, strolled into my office the 
other dav, and, after meditatively sucking 
the knob of his cane for about half an hour, 
drawled:
“Ye know, old chappie, I shawnt go out 
New Years. It’s doosid bad fawm. Nobody 
receives calls. It’s an awful bore, too— 
gets a fellow so tired, don’t chew know. I’ll 
go with the boys.” And then he lapsed 
into his normal condition of reflective 
idiocy. »
“Don’t anybody receive?” I asked.
“Naw!”
“Will they hang out baskets?”
“Yaas; but a feller isn’t such a bloomin 
aws as to toddle round in the slush to jab 
pasteboards into bawskets,” answered De 
Smythe-Joughnes, with some show of in­
dignation.
“I didn’t know,” I murmured, as I re­
turned to mv work.
Now New Year’s has passed and a funny 
old New Year’s it was, too. Along the fash­
ionable streets and avenues, up town, the 
houses were tightly closed, the curtains 
were drawn, and from the bell pull was
hung a dainty basket. A numbor of young 
men hurried along tho streets running up 
the steps and depositing cards, and stop­
ping between whiles in convenient bar­
rooms. Hero they braced up on hot drinks 
and partook of the fascinating Now Year’s 
lunch. The free lunch at the hotels on Now 
Year’s Day is an institution of New York. 
Roast turkey, duck, chicken, delicate sand­
wiches, pickled oysters, fruits and sweets 
of all kinds are in abundance and the whole 
is presided over by a genial dignitary in 
white cap and apron, armed with an im­
mense carving-knife with which he slices 
off bits of fowl so thin that they melt in the 
inoutii and only goad the appetite for more. 
Toward the end of the day I observed the 
effect of these lunches, or what was taken 
with thorn. One immaculately dressed 
youth grasped a convenient lamp-post and 
hailed mo.
“Shay, ol’ fell, this ish Mad’son avnu 
isn’t it?” •
“This is Fifth avenue,” I replied.
“Shay, how’d I get on Fifth avnu? 1 
know lots a people on Madison avnu an I’ve 
been leavin’ cards at every house so’s 1 
wouldn’t make any mistake. Now here 
I’ve been leavin’ ’em on Fifth avnu whero 1 
don’ know any body. Have to do it all over 
again.” Then, as if struck with a sudden 
inspiration: “These Fifth avnu folks ’ll 
know I’ve called anyhow.”
•The lines of calling and not calling 
seemed to be strongty marked. In the less 
fashionable streets, where the great lower 
middle class live, New Year’s jollity 
reigned. Young men in hired dress costs 
hurried to and fro, and through the win­
dows wo caught sight of maidens, who, in 
every-day life, answer to numbers in the 
big fancy goods stores, clad in dresses cut 
very decollete, and having as good a time, 1 
doubt not, as if they were worth millions
The swallow-tail may not set so snugly 
or the lade in the bodice may bo imitation 
instead of old point, but the gossip is just
celebrated. As
youngster turned
as inane, the giggle as idiotic, the com­
pliments as vapid and the salad as indigest­
ible as on the avenue. Even in the lower 
walks the New Year
we turned down a side 
street we almost tum­
bled over a small girl 
struggling with a 
large pitcher. “Hap­
py n’year,” gasped 
the infant. “Gi’ me 
a copper.”
The copper was pro­
duced and proved to 
be a nickle.
“What are you do­
ing with that pitch­
er?” I demanded, as 
the mite bobbed a 
thank you.
“ Workin’ the growl­
er. Mammy’s got a 
New Year’s party,”
was the reply, as the 
into a dark hall way.
And so it goes. I fancy that the poor 
and those in moderate circumstances hare ' 
a better time, taking it all together, than 
the rich. Of course, there is in New York I 
a certain aristocracy of well-to-do old 
families, who move on in the even tenor of 
their way, untroubled by what the rest of 
the world may do or say, but to that great 
class who look for happiness in following 
the dictates of fashion, who join in the 
never-ending struggle, the ceaseless race 
in which no one wins, and the only object 
of which is to keep up with the procession, 
life must be wearisome. My friend De
Smythe-Joughnes, for example, forgot hia 
resolution not to leave cards, and I saw 
him tugging away at the docr-bel! of a 
Lexington avenue mansion, oblivious of 
the fact that there was a card-basket just 
under his hand. He objected to New 
Year’s calling because it made him so 
tired the next day, but I’ll wager that he 
felt worse the next morning than if ho 
had made the annual rounds. He had a 
“great time with the boys,” and I’m sura 
if he was satisfied I have no cause to com-
plain. But the fact remains as he asserted 
to me. Calling has about gone out of 
fashion in the ultya-fashiouable set.
The old Knickerbocker stock still keep it 
up. A flue old lady, the descendant of one 
of the oldest New York families, remarked 
to me with some heat, on New Year’s Day:
“ We have kept our house open on New* 
Year’s Day, and the women of our family 
have been ready to receive callers, and that 
old silver punch-bowl that came over from 
Holland has always stood filled on the side­
board for seven generations. Do you sup­
pose that I would give up a custom which 
has been honorably observed by our family 
since 1650, because my butcher’s wife who 
has no one to receive says that calling is 
not fashionable?”
The old lady is more than half right, 
though, to be sure, it is not the butcher’s 
wives but the shoddy element in society 
that has decreed that calling is not fash­
ionable.
The noveaux riche who complained a few 
years ago that they must send out cards so 
as to keep their callers select, but in reality 
to induce more to come, now find that they 
are unable to secure callers even by the di­
rect request of a card, so they exclaim with 
a very worthy lady friend of mine, who 
was explaining why she would not receive:
“Taint worth the bother. Young men 
won’t call nowadays, and if I can’t have a 
lot I don’t want none at all. Me and Har­
ry are going down to Lakewood to speud a 
day or two.”
Consequently there was one less hand­
some Madison avenue palace open. Young 
men who would call were not permitted to 
gaze upon the expensive frescoing of the 
parlors, or the elaborate Parisian toilette 
of the hostess, or enjoy the free and easy 
hospitality. For, despite hor contempt for 
Lindley Murray, she is a charming little 
woman and Harry is as rich as possible 
and as plebian as one can readily imagine.
Tlie whole thing ciphers itself down to 
just this: The aristocracy receive calls 
and will continue to do so. The plutoo- 
racy don’t. Money is stronger than family 
or brains in New York; therefore New 
Year's calling is going out. More’s the 
pity. Allan Forman.
MONTREAL’S FESTIVAL.
The Winter Carnival to Take Place In 
February—The Ice Palace.
Great preparations are already being 
maije for the ice carnival to be held early in 
February in Montreal. The toboggan 
slides, the Victoria skating-rink and the 
gymnasium will be open to all visitors.
There will be a graad fancy-dress skating 
carnival, in which visitors are invited to 
join, subject to the costume regulations.
•The Governor-General and Lady Lans­
downe, with their suite, have signified 
.their intention of residing in Montreal until 
the conclusion of the carnival. They are 
arranging for the use of Bir Donald Smith’s 
residence, and will give a number of social 
entertainments during their stay. The 
visit of the vice-regal party promises to 
give eclat to the carnival festivities.
[The ice castle to be erected on Dominion 
Square for the next winter carnival at Montreal 
will be larger and more picturesque than any 
similar structure hitherto built. Instead of fol­
lowing the designs of former winters at Mont­
real and St. Paul, the architects have placed 
the principal tower at the northwestern 
angle instead of at the center, the whole de­
sign being intended to give great variety of 
view as an observer makes the circuit of 
the structure. The plan Is an irregular 
square, inclosing an area of some 14,000 feet, 
entirely clear, open to the sky. From each angle 
of the square a tower rises; that on the 
southwestern corner being a reduced copy 
of the great tower at Windsor Castle, and pro­
vided with a spiral staircase of ice leading 
to a parapet, commanding a flhe view. 
A height of 10-2 feet will be attained by the 
principal tower shown in the foreground of tha 
sketch. The tower at the eastern angle will 
rise to a height of eighty feet, and will be placed 
diagonally to the walls. At the northerly angle 
there wil 1 be a fourth tower.' thirty-two feet 
square and fifty feet high. Certain walls, with 
loopholes and battlements, connect towers and 
turrets together. Special provision, dictated 
by experience, has been made in the design for 
effective aid to electric illumination and pyro­
technics. The ice castle will be lighted by elec­
tricity for a fortnight after the carnival, and 
will be, in all probability, in perfect order until 
the second week of March. Within its walls 
during the carnival an exhibit is to be made of 
Canadian grasses, grain and fruits, intended to 
show visitors from a distance that if Canada's 
winter is cold, its summer is long and warm 
enough to ripen the best products of farm and 
orchards.] *
It Was More Than Plumb.
“ You say this wall is not plumb,” said 
an Austin mason to a gentleman for whom 
he was building a garden wall.
“ No, it isn’t plumb,” was the reply.
“ Well, I’ll show you that it is,” said tho 
mason, taking a plumb-line from his pocket 
and holding it against the wall. “ There, 
now, don’t you see for yourself that the wall 
is not only plumb, but it is more than 
plumb, and yet you growl about it. You 
are a chronic kicker, that’s what you are. ” 
— Texan Siftinge.
If a man has simply pleasure in being 
praised, it is a sign that he is not liboly to 
win more praise—or to desorve it.
)
GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE.
Annual Message of Governor For­
aker to the Legislature.
State Affairs Exhaustively Discussed—Im­
portant Recommendations Regard­
ing the Spring Election, Tax­
ation and Finances.
Executive Chamber, i 
. Columbus, O., Jan. 4,1887. j
To the General Assembly:
The recent elections did much to dispel the 
distrust that has obtained throughout the coun­
try during the last two years as to the policy to 
be pursued by our National Government in re­
gard to the protection of American labor and 
industries. It can now be stated with great 
contldenoe that no political party will be al­
lowed, however much it may desire to do so, to 
break down that wise and patriotic policy to 
which we are so much indebted for the unex­
ampled prosperity we have enjoyed during the 
last quarter of a century. The assurance thus 
afforded is already beneficially manifesting 
it6elf throughout all our business Interests. 
With a complete restoration of confidence in 
this regard, there will be a full return of that 
commercial and industrial activity which will 
bring the rich blessings of just rewards and 
happy contentment to all classes of our people. 
This is just cause of congratulation for all.
But you are to be further congratulated. Ex­
perience has shown the wisdom and efficiency 
of your labors at the last session.
When you convened, the most difficult and 
the most important duty presented related to 
the elective franchise.
The question of “a free ballot and a fair 
count” was before you in an immediate and a 
practical way.
Men had been returned, as elected, to both 
branches of your body, who had no shadow of 
claim to the seats they held, except by virtue of 
open, notorious and conceded frauds at the 
polls and in the returns. And not only had the 
very foundations of free popular government 
been thus assailed, but what was far worse and 
more alarming was the manifestation of a wide­
spread and wicked determination to defend 
these Iniquities, and, if possible, for the mere 
sake of partisan advantage, appropriate their 
fruits and benefits.
Your first duty was to give effect to the 
will of the people as it had been ex­
pressed at the ballot-box by purging your 
body of those so wrongfully returned 
as members; and your second highest duty was 
to enact such provisions as would guard in the 
greatest degree poss.ble against a repetition of 
such crimes. ■
You discharged both duties well. The mem­
bers elected by the people were duly seated, 
and a repetition of the humiliating experience 
through which you w ere compelled to pass was 
guarded against by the enactment of better elec­
tion laws applicable to the cities where those 
troubles arose, and where similar ones were 
likely to occur in the future. The Pugsley law, 
which you first enacted and made applicable to 
the cities of Cincinnati, Cleveland, Columbus 
and Toledo, gave great satisfaction, but it was 
not sufficiently complote to fully guard against 
all dangers, and the Registration act, applicable 
to Cincinnati and Cleveland, followed. This 
statute cannot be too highly commended. It 
has given universal and unqualified satisfaction 
to all well-meaning citizens of both political 
parties. It has enabled the people of Cincinnati 
to have a quiet, decent and honest election. It 
is not known how to express for it a higher or 
more significant eulogy. With such results to 
commend it, argument is unnecessary to show 
that it should be at once extended to ull the 
larger cities of the State, especially to Colum­
bus and Toledo.
The slightly increased expense, trouble and 
inconvenience of registration are amply com­
pensated in many ways. It is enough that it 
secures orderly elections, with honest results 
and without any investigations or election con­
tests, with their attendant expenses and irri­
tations, to follow and prolong the excitements 
incident to a political canvass. While you are 
considering the subject of elections, thero is 
another matter to which you should give atten­
tion. There has recently been much discussion 
in the newspupers of the State concerning the 
advisability of abolishing April or spring elec­
tions.
11 is difficult, in view of the experience we 
have had, to assign any satisfactory reason for 
having two elections annually. It will save ex­
pense, time, labor and excitement to have all 
our elections for each year on the same day. 
The constitution has been so amended as io 
admit of a provision to that eifect, and it is ac­
cordingly recommended that you enact it.
It is further recommended that you give due 
consideration to the suggestion that has been 
made that if we have all our elections on the 
same day, that day should bo made a legal holi­
day. Wc cannot attach too much Importance 
to the eleetivo franchise.
When all these safeguards have been adopted, 
there is one other matter of great importance 
that should receive consideration. At your 
last session a practical demonstration was 
afforded of the fact, that the State government 
might he obstructed and practically overthrown 
by a sufficient number of the members of either 
branch of your body abandoning their seats and 
duties and going and remaining beyond the ter­
ritorial limits of the State. It had never oc­
curred to the legislative mind to anticipate any 
such action. As a consequence, when a num­
ber of the Senators saw fit to take such a step 
during the last session, it was discovered that 
there were no legal means wheroby they might 
be brought back, or otherwise proceeded against.
You should enact a law providing that any 
State official who abandons hts post of duty and 
goes beyond the State to avoid being compelled 
to perform it, shall be doomed guilty of an of­
fence of sufficient gravity to make him subject 
to extradition upon the requisition of the Gov­
ernor.
The people of Cincinnati are greatly Indebted 
to you also for the law enacted at your last ses­
sion, providing for the organization and govern­
ment, in that city, of the police force by a Board 
of Commissioners and the Mayor.
The board appointed under that law, have, In 
connection with the Mayor of that city, labored 
with great earnestness, constancy and success 
to discharge their important duties. As a result, 
the police force of that city Is to-day equal In 
discipline and efficiency to the police force of 
any city in the country.
Both this police law and the election laws 
that have been mentioned, are non-partisan'in 
character, there being on each board an equal 
number of members from each of the two polit­
ical parties. This is as it should be. Whatever 
may be said of non-partisan boards and legisla­
tion concerning other subjects, the elections and 
constabulary should be always equally controlled 
by both parties, no matter which may be in 
power. It is of the utmost Importance that we 
not only have honest elections, but that all par­
ties have confidence in their fairness, to the end 
that there may be ready and cheerful acquies­
cence in the results. This can be best obtained 
by equal participation and co-operat-ion in all 
that pertains to the exercise of the right of suf­
frage. In every large city the police are an im­
portant feature of all elections. They "are a 
great power for evil if so disposed, and equally 
a great power for good if they desire to be. 
They are most likely to do their duty faithfully 
and impartially on such occasions when or­
ganized and controlled on a non-partisan 
basis, particularly when they act in 
aid and as a part of a non-partisan election. In 
addition, their duty of preserving the peace and 
protecting the rights of person and property 
makes it improper to involve them in politics, 
not in the same degree, but in the same sense, 
that it would be to similarly involve the judic­
iary. It is hoped, therefore, that no changes 
will be made ip any of these statutes, except such 
as experience may show are necessary to make 
them more efficient.
It has been currently reported In the news­
papers and otherwise that an effort will be made 
to secure at your hands some important legisla­
tion touclung municipal government generally 
and affecting the city of Cincinnati particularly.
This will bring before you for consideration a 
very important subject.
In all that may tie done a due regard should be 
observed for the idea that, so far as may be pos­
sible, every city should govern Itself. The mu­
nicipal corporation is the creature of the State, 
and, so far as legal right is concerned, the State 
may govern it in any way it may choose. But 
local self-government is the very genius of 
American institutions, and no community should 
be deprived of It except In extraordinary emer­
gencies, such «s existed at Cincinnati, to de­
mand and justify the legislation with respect to 
the hoards of that city that was had at the last 
session.
As soon, therefore, as it may be found safe to 
do so, complete contrpl of their government, in­
cluding the selection of all their officials, should 
be restored to the people of that city. In this 
way the responsibility for local government is 
placed, not only where, it properly belongs, but 
also where there Is the highest interest to make 
it efficient. In determining the kind of municipal 
government we are to have, it should be borne 
in mind that experience has shown that we 
should have as few elective officials of a minor 
character as possible, and likewise as few ex­
ecutive or departmental boards as possible, and 
that all we do have, instead of being indepen­
dent of • each other and responsible to nobody, 
should be subordinate heads, responsible and 
accountable as such to one common final author­
ity, which should appoint all the boards and 
■other officials It Is thought best to solect In that 
way, and have the power of approval as to all 
appointments made by its appointees, and also 
have in all cases the right of removal. This 
concentrates a great deal of power, but it is 
necessary to fix responsibility, and is not only
well calculated to make the people careful in 
their selection, but also gives to them the ability 
to call the right men to account, and thus more 
certainly and directly control and determine 
their affairs.
In this connection your attention is called 
to the fact that the provisions of sec­
tion 1546 of the Revised Statutes pro­
vides that cities of the second class, 
when advanced to "cities of the first class, 
shall^constitute the fourth grade of that class, and 
that the provisions of section 1708 of the Re­
vised Statutes, which provide what officials cities 
of the first class shall have, do not apply to 
cities of the fourth grade of that class. The 
consequence is that a city of the second-class, 
rdvanced to the fourth grade of the first class, 
could not have any of the benefits provided in 
that respect for the cities of that class. It hus 
bees said that this is one reason why no city of 
the second class has been advanced to the first 
class.
It is recommended that you amend said sec­
tion I7us so as to make its provisions applicable 
to the fourth grade of that class.
Important recommendations are made in the 
reports of the Chief Inspector of Workshops 
and Factories, the Inspector of Mines and the 
Commissioner of the Bureau of Labor Statis­
tics, with respect to the laws governing their 
several departments.
It is deemed unnecessary to review them here 
in detail. You will have the reports before you, 
and it is recommended that you adopt and en­
act into law such suggestions contained in them 
as may be calculated to in a legitimate way 
ameliorate and advance the condition of the 
laboring classes of the State.
It is with great gratification that you are re­
minded that while they have had riots and 
bloodshed In other States, we have been spared 
all serious labor trouble.
This is due to the good sense and the patri­
otic desire of our people to serve and uphold the 
law and mutually respect the rights of others.
Such acceptable and praiseworthy conduct, 
under such circumstances as have obtained, re­
quires at your hands a patient hearing and con­
siderate treatment of every complaint that may 
be made, to the end that our legislation on this 
Important subject may keep abreast with the 
progress of civilization and the wants of en­
lightened society.
The benevolent institutions are in a very satis­
factory condition. It has been found necessary 
to make but few changes of management during 
the year. Tho several reports of the trustees 
and various officials of these Institutions are 
submitted herewith. They are so complete as 
to make it unnecessary to do more than refer 
you to them-for any Information that may be 
desired.
Your attention is called particularly, however, 
to the report of the Board of State Charities, 
including a report made to that board by Hon. 
John W. Andrews and Hon. It. Brinkerhoff, act­
ing as a committee appointed by that board to 
investigate and reiiort as to “how to relieve the 
institutions from the pressure of party politics.” 
These gentlemen have been long identified with 
charitable aud benevolent work. They have 
had much experience and great opportunity for 
observation. They are probably as well quali­
fied to speak on this subject as any gentlemen 
who can be found In our State.
Their discussion is therefore entitled to the 
most respectful consideration. You will find 
that they have clearly set forth their views and 
supported them with cogent arguments.
What they say as to the propriety of keeping 
the management of the benevolent institutions 
out of politics is fully endorsed.
They have no relation whatever to any of’’t he 
principles, questions or policies that constitute 
political differences. Party divisions are never 
made with reference to thorn. Their adminis­
tration is expected to be of tho same general 
character at all times. They are, therefore, 
capable of being put out of politics, as, on ac­
count ot their character, they should be.
The first question is then, whether their man­
agement shall he political or non-political. Here 
there is no half-way ground. They must and 
ever will be either in or out. It is for you to say 
which it shall be. During late years there has 
been a compromising policy pursued. The prac­
tice hus been to have boards of an odd number 
of members—generally five—and to have a mi­
nority representation of the party not in power 
of two members. Those are called mixed 
boards, and there are many who seom to think 
good results have been secured in this way.
This is largely u mistake. The good results 
have been duo more to the high character of the 
men wlio have held these positions of trust.
So far as tho “mixed” feature of the politics 
of the hoard is concerned, it is almost, if not 
quite, an unmixed evil. It Is good politics but 
bad public service. In almost every instance 
of mismanagement or mishap of any kind in the 
conduct of any of tho public institutions when 
managed by boards of this character the minor­
ity trustees have excused and defended them­
selves on the ground that they and their party 
were not in power and therefore not respon­
sible; and the majority trustees have taken 
refugo behind the minority and put forth the 
defense that tho other party was equally at 
fault because their representatives had partici­
pated In the wrong. Such were the answers 
given when the recent unfortunate management 
of the penitentiary was called to account. So 
impressive an experience should not be soon 
forgotten.
A careful study of this matter has resulted in 
these conclusions;
1. The benevolent Institutions ought to be in­
dependent of political changes in State govern­
ment,.
2. They have no relatfon to political Issues or 
differences, and may, niereforo, with propriety 
be made so.
8. Minority representation In mixed boards do 
not accomplish this purpose. The majority will 
manifest their power and always exercise it for 
the benefit of their party, and when bad results 
are obtained they will hide behind the minority, 
who will plead want of responsibility.
4. The best system is non-partisan control. In 
which neither party will havo a majority, but 
both will have equal representation and equal 
responsibility.
5. This control should not be by lndependont 
boards, but by one board of four or six mem­
bers to govern all the institutions of the State.
6. The Governor should appoint all the super­
intendents of these Institutions, subject to 
approval by this board; and the superintendent 
of each Institution should, subject to tho same 
approval, appoint all the subordinate officers. 
The appointing power should also havo the 
power of removal, subject to the approval of 
the Board.
7. The Governor should be ex-officio a .mom- 
ber, with power to give a deciding vote in all 
cases of equal division.
This plan would fix responsibility. It would 
secure an equal representation of both parties. 
No Governor or superintendent could, if he de­
sired, unduly favor his own party in the ap­
pointments to bo made, since all must be con­
firmed by a majority vote, and hence neces­
sarily by the vote of his political opponents as 
well as by the votes of his friends. It would se­
cure more aid from the trustees than is now af­
forded to the superintendents in the manage­
ment.
Under the present system we have able, well 
qualified and highly honorable men In the vari­
ous boards. But their duties rarely call them 
to their respective Institutions oftener than once 
a month. Their visits are generally hurried. 
They have but little time to study the wants of 
the institution while thero. Their time, when 
away, is devoted to their own affairs. The oon- 
sequence is that they necessarily leave the 
management very largely to the superinten­
dent. Fortunately, our superintendents are all 
men of high character and fitness for the posi­
tions they hold, and consequently, as matters 
now stand, no harm is likely to result from this 
practice.
But it would be safer and better, if you make 
a change, to guard against any danger on this 
account. The plan recommended would do this. 
The concentration of the management of all 
the institutions under one board would neces­
sitate the constant attention of the members 
to their duties. The discharge of these duties 
would practically become their chief occu­
pation. They would be constantly in com­
munication with, and in attendance upon, 
these institution. They would shortly become 
entirely familiar with all their details, and by 
constant study and attention become wise 
counsellors and efficient assistants to the local 
officials.
The objection may be made that the members 
of such a board would have to be paid a salary. 
That does not necessarily follow. But if that be 
requisite, the objection is not a serious one. 
Reasonable salaries would be scarcely more 
expensive, if at all, than the present system 
under which the State pays the expenses of all 
the many members of the many boffrds. But 
without regard to how that may be, the State 
can well afford to pay whatever may be neces­
sary to secure the most efficient services that 
can be commanded. We have spent many mill­
ions of dollars to erect our institutions, and ex­
pend annually nearly 82.000,000 to maintain them. 
Such Important interests should be managed and 
cared for by the most capable talent, and ac­
cording to the most approved business methods. 
It is recommended, therefore, that if you should 
conclude to adopt the non-partisan system of 
governing our benevolent institutions, you place 
the government of all under one common board, 
such as has been indicated.
You might with propriety confer these powers 
upon the Board of State Charities, The mem­
bers of this Aoard represent both parties equally, 
and are men of high character, already familiar 
with the work o which they would thus be 
called.
If you see fit to make a change from the present 
system, and do not adopt the reoommendatlon 
made, then there should be a non-partisan board 
of either four or six members for each institu­
tion, with the superintendent empowered to vote 
in all cases of equal division, since it would be 
Impossible for the Governor to discharge such a 
duty in connection with so many boards.
It will be noticed that what has been said re­
lates only to the benevolent institutions. The
recommendations of the Board of State Chari- 
j ties include the penal institutions also. The 
principle of non-partisan management for the 
benevolent institutions is approved for the 
reason, among others, that not being identified 
with political issues or questions, it is both prac­
ticable and proper.
In so far as the same reason obtains, a like ap­
proval might be given for the penal institutions. 
But the reason fails when we come to the ques­
tion of thehnanagement of the Ohio penitentiary.
This institution is directly and importantly 
involved in politics. The parties have distinct 
differences as to the way in which it should be 
conducted. It continually presents to the peo­
ple of the State in every canvass a question as 
to the policies to be pursued, not only in utiliz­
ing its labor, but In other particulars. And the 
one party or the other succeeds or fails in at 
least some degree with reference to that ques­
tion.
The party in power is responsible, therefore, 
not only for an honest and capable management, 
but for a management according to its particu­
lar views. Being thus responsible, it should 
have the control. If it succeeds, it should have 
the credit, and all the credit. If it fails, it should 
have the blame, and all of it. In other words, it 
is true of the Ohio Penitentiary as of everything 
else that belong in politics. When the one 
party or the other is put into power 
it is to be assumed that an administration is 
wanted by that party, and according to its 
policy and principles, and that party ought to 
have the support that comes from thorough 
political affiliation and sympathy. When the 
management becomes unsatisfactory the people 
can make a change.
So long, therefore, as the Ohio penitentiary 
remains in politics in the sense that the parties 
have defined differences as to its management, 
so long it will be impossible, unwise aud unjust 
to the party in power to give to it a non-partisan 
government. The true policy with respect »o 
this whole matter is to put out ot politics and 
keep out all that does not constitute the subject 
of ixilitical differences, and to keep in policies 
distinctly and emphatically all that does. That 
which the people do not disagree about, let them 
manage in common, but as to that about which 
they dispute, let that party have thejnanage- 
ment udou which the responsibility has been 
imposed.
In this connection, and with reference to this 
responsibility, your attention is called to the 
reports of the Board of Managers and other 
officials of tho Ohio Penitentiary.
You will learn therefrom, i hat notwithstand­
ing the fact that more men are workiug on the 
piece-price plan than ever before, yet the insti­
tution is again self-sustaining. This is due to an 
efficient management that keeps all the men 
employed—and makes faithful accounts of all 
their earnings.
You will find by visiting thqre that discipline, 
cleanliness and general good order prevail. 
You will find, also, that while no maudlin senti­
ment is allowed to stand in the way of treating 
the inmates as oonvicted criminals under sen­
tence to confinement and hard labor, yet every 
man is treated with all thd consideration and 
kindness that can be prompted by a constant 
recognition of the fact that they are human 
beings, to be reformed If possible, as well as 
punished, before they are restored to society. 
To this end they are well fed, well clothed, not 
overtasked, and never cruelly punished.
The managers and the warden, in their re­
ports, discuss the question of how convict labor 
should be utilized. Their discussion is based on 
their experience and tlie practical results of the 
different systems. On this account what they 
have to say is entitled to more than casual con­
sideration. Nevertheless, there are some ad­
vantages of tho piece-price plan which they 
have not mentioned, among them the right each 
prisoner has of doing over-work for his own 
benefit. If not allowed to squander his earn­
ings, but permitted to have them passed to his 
credit, to be paid him when discharged, they 
will be a great help to him at that time, as well 
as a source of encouragement to good conduct 
while in confinement. While, therefore, not so 
profitable a mode of employment, yet It is ono 
that should bo continued, at least until it 
has had a full and fair trial, on the principle 
that there Is more than mere dollars and cents 
Involved in the utilization of convict labor. To 
the end, however, that the managers may be en­
abled to keep all the convicts constantly em­
ployed, they should be given the privilege they 
ask for, of working the men on both the piece— 
price and the contract, system, accordingly, as 
the nature of the work to be done and the exi­
gencies that arise may require.
Whether they are worked on tho one plan or 
the other cannot make any appreciable differ­
ence to outside labor with which they come info 
competition. Since no matter by which plan an 
article is produced It necessarily lessens, to 
the same extent, the demand for Its production 
elsewhere.
Tho only way to diminish this competition 
and prevent the injury occasioned by it is to 
limit tho number of men to be employed at any 
one industry, by employing them at hand-work 
and on the public buildings and the public high­
ways. Everything else that has been suggested 
seems theoretical rather than practical.
The following tabulated statement shows the 
population, current expense, and the cost per 
capita in t.he several public institutions for the 
year ending Novomber 15, 1886, together with a 
comparison between the per capita cost for the 
years 1885 and 1886.
The figures given speak more forcibly than 
any words that can be used of the economy that 
has prevailed in the financial management. It 
will be observed that this cost has been largely 
reduced, in comparison with last year, with the 
single exception of the Institution for t.he Blind:
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The financial condition of the State still needs 
attention. In a special message sent you last 
April, it. was pointed out that to pay the unex­
pended balances of the unusually large appro­
priations of your immediate predecessors and to 
reimburse the drafts made by the last adminis­
tration upon the revenues of this year to pay 
the expenses of last year, amounting in the ag­
gregate to the enormous sum of $650,000, it had 
been made necessary to borrow the entire 
amount of $750,000 allowed by the constitution to 
meet casual deficiencies.
In view of the fact that the expenses of our 
State Government must necessarily continue to 
increase, and the further fact that our tax dupli­
cate, was not correspondingly increasing, it was 
also recommended that you enact a law to tax 
the liquor traffic, and give to the General Rev­
enue Fund of the State twenty-five per cent, of 
the income arising therefrom.
You enacted the law taxing the liquor traffic 
but deemed it your duty to give the full benefits 
thereof to the relief of local taxation, and be­
cause of the absence from7thc State of cert ain of 
the Senators and the consequent, distrust by cap­
italists of the bonds of the State, issued under 
such circumstances, you authorized the borrow­
ing of but $500,000, that being in your judgment 
sufficient, as it has proven, to meet the public 
demands until our certificates of indebtedness 
could be put upon the market without any kind 
of discredit.
The, consequence is that it, has become neces­
sary to anticipate the revenues of next year to 
provide funds to meet the obligations of this, 
though to a much smaller extent than was done 
last year. The State Auditor’s report will advise 
you that the total receipts from all sources for 
the General Revenue Fund for the next year will 
amount to about $2,800,000. The probabilities 
are that on the fifteenth day of next February 
we will have anticipated this to the amount of 
about SWXt.OOO, and that at that time there will 
remain to be paid unexpended balances of the 
appropriations of this year about $20^.000.
In other words, the net revenues available for 
next year will not exceed $2,300,000. To the ex­
tent your appropriations exceed this sum it will 
be necessary to again anticipate next December 
the revenues of the following year, less unex­
pended balances. Should your appropriations 
amount to about $3,000,000, the sum appropriated 
for this year, and the unexpended balances be
estate before having it regularly re-valued. 
But it is thought something may be accom­
plished that will afford at least partial relief. In 
the special message that has been referred to, 
it is recommended that a State Board of equal­
ization be created to superintend the re-valuation 
that was there recommended. The necessity for 
such a hoard does not depend upon a re-valua­
tion. On the contrary, it may at least partly 
obviate the need of re-appraisement. Such a 
board might be empowered to equalize the ex­
isting valuations. If created, it should be given 
full power to equalize county with county and 
every class and kind of property with every 
other.
The action of such a board would secure uni­
formity of valuation in law as well as in fact, 
and thus put an end to the litigation that is now 
so successfully prosecuted by not only making 
it impossible, but by removing the motive for 
it, since it is not believed there would be any 
disposition to contest a taxation that was based 
on a fair und uniform valuation.
In addition to the duties of equalization, for 
which there is such pressing demand, such a 
board might be of great benefit if intrusted with 
a general supervision of the whole subject of 
taxation, and authorized to devise and enforce 
a more efficient system than now obtains for se­
curing the listing and taxation of personal prop­
erty.
The recommendation is repeated to provide 
for the taxation on their gross receipts of for­
eign corporations doing business in Ohio. Among 
these may be mentioned telephones, transporta­
tion, sleeping-car, parlor-car, car trust and car 
equipment companies. The further recommenda­
tion is also repeated that the assessors of per­
sonal property be appointed in all cities. The 
recommendation is confined to cities because 
the constitution requires the election of all 
township officers.
It is believed that a large amount of mortgage 
securities unjustly escapes taxation. It is quite 
common to find mortgages given on property in 
Ohio which are not listed for taxation. The ex­
cuse given when the mortgagee is applied to is 
that he is only an agent for some one who is a 
non-resident. In many cases this is no doubt 
true, but in many others it is only a subterfuge 
to evade taxation. This abuse might be largely 
prevented by enacting that every mortgage on 
land ill Ohio shall be taxed where the land is, 
and when the tax is not paid by the mortgagee, or 
some one for him, the mortgagor may pay the 
same, and be credited therefor double the 
amount so paid as an inducement thereto, 
as for a payment on his debt. By this method . 
the citizen who makes honest returns would 
have no new obligation imposed upon him, and 
the non-resident would only be made to pay, as 
foreign corporations do, for the privilege ho en­
joys in a State that owes him no special privi­
leges.
Suitable provisions should be made for secur­
ing the listing as against the several depositors 
of all deposits of money, credits and property 
with safety deposit and trust companies.
And the law governing the taxation of private 
or unincorporated banks should be so amended as 
to prevent the deduction of liabilities from cash 
and cash items, bonds, stocks and securities held 
as investments, as now allowed by section 2759 
of the Revised Statutes of Ohio.
This deduction is not allowed to any other 
class of tax-payers, and no reason is known why 
it should be continued.
The following communication is deemed im-' 
portant. It is accordingly submitted herewith, 
and you are respectfully requested to give due 
attention to the matter to which it relates:
“Auditor's Office, Pike County, 
“Waverly Ohio, Nov. 22,1886. 
“Hon. J. li. Foraker:
“Dear Sir— * * * I wish to call
your attention to a defect in the law in regard 
to lands forfeited to the State. There are thou­
sands of acres throughout the State which are 
paying no tax’ and have paid none for several 
years past, for the following reasons: The law 
states that the advertisement, when the land is 
advertised for sale for nonpayment of taxes, 
shall be such that a porson can take the de­
scription as published and locate the land, 
which is Impossible, in Virginia Military laud. 
Therefore it is impossible to issue an Auditor’s 
deed wh'eh will give a good title.
“This fact being generally known by tho land- 
owners, they are refusing to pay tliclr land tax, 
in a great many instances, where they are fully 
able to do so, knowing if their lands are sold 
they can not be dispossessed. Thoy lot tho 
purchaser pay their tax for all time to come, or 
until the purchaser quits, and lets it go back to 
tlie State, as several tracts havo done in this 
county.
"I would suggest an amendment in regard to 
tax sales, giving freeholders more time to re­
deem in (say five years in place of six months), 
and after the time fixed for said redemption, all 
defects by reason of errors In description or 
amount of tax, etc., shall be cured, and the deed 
then issued by the County Auditor shall be good 
and valid in law, so the purchaser can proceed 
to dispossess and take charge of the land. If 
the law was so amended I am satisfied that nino- 
tenths of the land now forfeited to the State 
would be redeemed and the tax paid thereon, 
and the other|enth would sell, thus bringing in 
a large amount of tax to the State and county, 
which will not and can not be collected under 
the present law. Thera are, at the present time, 
625 tracts of land forfeited to the State in this 
couhty. “Yours respectfully,
“J as. Armstrong, 
“Auditor Pike County.”
If these recommendations can be framed -into 
laws, with efficient provisions for their enforce­
ment, it is believed that the unjust inequalities 
that now exist can lie removed, and that un­
taxed property to tho value ofJhnany millions 
can be brought upon the duplicate to the groat 
relief of all classes of taxpayers.
Under the provision of the act of April 17, 
1895, the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, 
with the approval of the Governor, entered into 
the following contract with Albort Nettor, 
which was guaranteed by the Citizens National 
Bank, of Cincinnati, and Is being now, through 
the agency of that bank, satisfactorily and suc­
cessfully carried out:
Whereas, The Commissioners of tho Sink­
ing Fund of Ohio, on the 9th day of February, 
1886, advertised that thoy would receive sealed 
proposals on the 16th day of March, 1896, from 
the holders of Ohio six per cent. Canal Bonds, 
outstanding and due, and redeemable Docenibor 
31, 1896, for the exchange of any portion or all of 
the certificates of said outstanding funded debt, 
for the certificates of the funded debt author­
ized by an act of the General Assembly of Ohio, 
passed April 17, 1885, and receive the surrender 
of said outstanding Canal Bonds, and in lion 
thereof deliver to said holder or holders of tho 
same certificates of the funded debt authorized 
by said act of April 17, 1895, by the issue of now 
bonds, as follows, to-wit:
$550,000, payable July 1, 1991; $259,900, payable 
July 1, 1992'; $250,000, payable July 1, 1893; 
$250,000, payable July 1, 1894; $250,000, payable 
July 1, 1895; $259,090, payable July 1, 1896; 
$250,000, payable July 1, 1997; $350,<KK), payable 
July 1, 1898; $210,000, payable July 1. 1899.
And, Whereas, Albert Netter, of Cincinnati, 
Ohio, did, on the 16th of March, 1$86, in pursu­
ance of said advertisement, make and present to 
tho State Commissioner of the Sinking Fund, as 
aforesaid, the following proposition, to-wit:
“To tho Honorable Commissioners of the Sink­
ing Fund:
“Gentlemen—I herewith propose to deliver 
to the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund the 
outstanding Ohio six per cent. Canal Bonds, and 
receive In exchange for the same the new bonds 
of the State, to bo issued in accordance with the 
terms of your advertisement; said bonds to bear 
Interest at. the rate of three per cent, per an­
num. and I will pay the State a premium of 
$21.35 for each $1,000 bonds.“Albert NetTer.”
And, Whereas, afterward, to-wit; On the 
24th of March, 1896, said bid was by said Sinking 
Fund Commissioners, at their office, at Co uni­
bus, Ohio, duly accepted as the lowest and best 
bid for said exchange of bonds, in pursuance of 
said act of the General Assembly of Ohio, and of 
the advertisement of said exchange of bonds; and 
the contract for said exchange of bonds was 
thereupon duly awarded to said Albert Netter.
It is, therefore, mutually agreed and under­
stood by and between tlie Commissioners of the 
Sinking Fund, acting in behalf of the State of 
Ohio, of the first part, and Albert Netter, of Cin­
cinnati, Ohio, of the second part, as follows, to- 
wit:
The said Albert Netter agrees and binds him­
self to deliver to the Commissioners of the 
Sinking Fund of Ohio the outstanding Ohio six 
per cent. Canal Bonds, amounting in the aggre­
gate to two million two hundred and forty 
thousand dollars, face value, due and payable 
December 31, 1995, and receive in exchange for 
the same the new bonds of the State of Ohio, to 
be issued and payable as hereinbefore specified; 
the said new bonds of the State of Ohio to bear 
date of July 1,1896, and bear interest at the 
rate of three per cent, per annum, payable 
semi-annually, on the first days of July and 
January in each and every’year until tlieir ma­
turity ; and the said Netter further agrees to 
pay to said Sinking Fund Commissioners a 
premium of twenty one and thirty-live one 
hundreths dollars ($21.35) for each one thousand 
dollars ($1,000) of said new bonds, to be issued 
as aforesaid.
It is further agreed by and between said party 
that the said two million two hundred and forty 
thousand dollars on said bonds shall be deliv­
ered to said Sinking Fund Commission on or be­
fore the first day of January, 1987, If practicable, 
but In case only part of said two million two 
hundred and forty thousand ..dollars of bonds 
are withheld by the owners or holders thereof, 
so that the party of the second part can not get 
possession or control of the same on or before 
the said first, day of January, 1897, then the said 
second party shall at said date pay to the Com­
missioners of the Sinking Fund of Ohio, at the 
American Exchange National Bank, in the city’ 
and State of New York, the par value of said 
outstanding Canal Bonds, and receive therefor 
the new bonds of the State of Ohio, as provided 
and in accordance with the act of the General 
Assembly of Ohio, hereinbefore reforred to and 
the advertisement made thereunder.
$200,000. the amount they are estimated to be at 
the end of this year, the amount you would have 
to anticipate would be $500,000.
It is difficult to see how you can appropriate 
less than you did last year. We cannot afford 
to be too economical in making provision for the 
support of the public institutions of the State. 
They must be eared for with sufficient liberality 
to enable them to efficiently serve their high pur­
pose. They have not heretofore had all the help 
they should have been given. But this burden 
will necessarily be considerably increased this 
year by the appropriations necessary for the 
construction of the Intermediate Penitentiary, 
the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Home .at Sandusky, 
and the furnishing and maintenance of the To­
ledo Insane Asylum.
The on'" considerable item of expense that 
can be s is that for the transportation of 
prisoner
It woulu be more just to require each county 
to pay its own expense for this purpose. Each 
county would then pay exactly its own share, 
and the result would be more vigilance at least 
in scrutinizing accounts. But this alone would 
not make enough difference in results to meet 
the case.
Unless some provision is made, therefore, to 
increase the revenues the deficiency will be 
larger at the end of the year than should be an­
ticipated from the taxes of next year. In fact, 
to use a common but expressive expression, we 
should "catch up,” and thus avoid altogether 
the crippling system of robbing the future to 
pay for the present.
Without increasing our sources of revenue (of 
which something will be said hereafter) there 
are only three ways thought of in which this 
may be done. One is to increase the rate of 
taxation; another is to borrow, and the third is 
to give the State a portion ot the liquor traffic 
tax.
The first method should not be adopted ex­
cept as a last necessity; the second could only 
partially give relief since no more than $250,000 
could be borrowed on such account (the consti­
tutional provision for casual deficiency being 
$750,000, and $500,000 having been already bor­
rowed.)
It would seem best, therefore, to give relief 
by apportioning the liquor traffic tax. It is only 
equitable that the State, which provides tho 
law, should have a part of the help arising there­
from, at least temporarily, until the situation is 
relieved, especially in view of the fact that the 
necessities of the State are almost wholly occa­
sioned by the obligations it has assumed in the 
erection and maintenance of charitable and 
penal institutions.
It is necessary to give attention to other mat­
ters pertainmg to the subject.
The decline in the aggregate of the tax dupli­
cate pointed out in the special message to which 
reference has been made has been arrested, 
and wc have the gratifying fact presented of an 
increase for this year over last year of more than 
eighteen millions of dollars. The difficul­
ties, however, in the way of a 
fair listing and assessment of property 
are more apparent than over. It was 
pointed out ill the special message that there 
was a total lack of uniformity in the valuation 
of property, and that a number of the National 
banks of the northern part of the State had 
brought suits in tho United States courts to en­
join the collection of taxes on their shares at 
valuations greater than sixty per cent, of their 
true value in money, alleging that sixty per 
cent, was a full average of the general valuation 
of property; and it was recommended that to 
avert a serious consequents that would ensue if 
they succeeded, and to secure equality of taxa­
tion and justice to all, c. re-valuation be bad. 
subject to equalization b., i State board, so that 
all valuations of all kinds of property might be 
equalized over the whole State.
Since that recommendation was made, the 
court has rendered a decision in the Cuyahoga 
County bank cases, in which the court finds the 
fact to be that the real estate of that county 
was valued for taxation at the last decennial ap­
praisement at only sixty per cent, of its true 
value in money, and that conforming to this 
action as to realty, personal proporty is as­
sessed and returned in that county at the same 
figure, and holds that In consequence in that 
county tho shares of National banks can not be 
assessed at a higher valuation, aud accordingly 
enjoins the collection of taxes on a valuation in 
excess thereof. The consequenco is that the 
State Board of Equalization for bank shares* 
must either abdicate its powers entirely, or by 
doing its duty as required by law. seein to court 
constant litigation; or disregarding the plain 
requirement of the statute, it must make a spe­
cial rate for Cuyahoga County, which is unjust 
to all the other counties, or it must level down 
the valuation of the bank shares In the other 
eighty-seven counties to the Cuyahoga County 
standard, which would be unjust to all other 
kinds of property.
The board lias felt it to be its duty to observe 
the plain requirements of tho statute. They 
have accordingly refused to be governed by the 
standard ol’ valuation which lias been adopted 
in this one county, and have refused to grant 
any of the many applications that havo Deen 
made to them by the banks of other counties to 
have their valuation scaled down to oonforni to 
the decision of the oourt.
It is an injustice to the banks of one county to 
mako them pay taxes on a higher valuation than 
the banks of another county pay on. It Is not to 
be expected that, such a wrong will be ac­
quiesced in. Unless, therefore, something be 
done the banks of tho other counties through­
out the State will no doubt succeed in securing , 
the same favorable valuations that have been 
secured by the banks of Cuyahoga County. And 
what is secured for the banks can not and must 
not be denied to any other class of property. 
The consequenco is that we are liable to serious 
embarrassment so long as the present conditions 
continue.
In this same docision the court holds that the 
owner of shares in a National bank has a right, 
In listing the same for taxation, to deduct from 
their valuation all his liabilities, and for this 
reason, viz,, the shares of National banks are 
taxable in the States only to tho extant allowed 
by section 5219, Revised Statutes of the Unitod 
States, und tills section provides that they shbll 
not be taxed at a higher rate than moneyed 
capital In the hands of private individuals. Tho 
Constitution of Ohio provides that every species 
of property, including “credits,” shall be taxed 
at. its true value in money, but section 2730 of 
the Revised Statutes of Ohio defines the term 
“credits” to mean only the excess of credits 
over liabilities, and this statutory definition is 
applied in listing credits for taxation. The 
court holds that the credits from which the 
citizens of Ohio arc thus allowed to deduct their 
debts are moneyed capital in the hands of pri­
vate individuals within the meaning of section 
5219 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States, and that it would be taxing bank shares 
at a higher rate to not allow a similar deduction 
from their valuation.
The capital and surplus of the National banks 
of the State amount to about $46,500,000. They 
are taxed upon this at about $31,000,000. A con­
siderable part of this $31,000,000 Will no doubt 
disappear from the duplicate after this year if 
the banks insist upon the advantage the de­
cision gives them; and as indicating that they 
will do so, it may be stated that many of them 
have already made application therefor to the 
State Board of Equalization. It may be safely 
assumed that at least all such will avail them­
selves of this advantage wbon they list their 
shares in 1887. The result will ba not only to 
embarrass the State, but to unduly burden all 
other classes of property.
Before suggesting a possible remedy, another 
fact should be mentioned. The last decennial 
appraisement of real estate was had at. a period 
of great prosperity. It was a time of general 
high values. Since then there has been a heavy 
decline. Farm property is from twenty-five to 
fifty per cent, cheaper to-day than it was then. 
The consequence is that farming lands of the 
State, where they have not been affected by the 
growth of cities or other development, are now 
taxed on the average more nearly at their full 
value in money than any other class of property. 
In fact, the farm lands of some of the counties 
are taxed at even more than they could be sold 
for. But while this is true of the farm lands, 
the reverse is true of the real estate of many of 
the cities of the State where there has been 
great growth and development, as in some por­
tions of Cincinnati and at Cleveland, Toledo. 
Columbus and many other cities that might be 
named, and the valuations placed upon the real 
estate of these cities in 18S0 are in the aggregate 
less than fifty per cent, of their present true 
value in money, and in some cases it will not 
exceed twenty-five per cent.
The consciousness of this lack of uniformity, 
and the consequent injustice that must result to 
all who are fairly taxed, has had much to do 
in producing the unsatisfactory results that 
have been experienced.
It is thought that Congress will so amend sec­
tion 5219 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States as to allow bank shares to be taxed as 
heretofore without deduction. If so, that will 
afford a remedy against that part of the recent 
decision. If not. you can, if upon consideration 
it be thought wise to do so, provide against it 
by repealing tlfe definition of the term credits, 
as used in the constitution, to be found in sec­
tion 2730 of the Revised Statutes of Ohio. This 
statutory definition is thought by many to be 
unconstitutional. It has been upheld because 
of the supposed hardship of not allowing a de­
duction of debts in making returns for taxes.
There is much to be said on both sides of the 
question. The framers of the constitution con­
cluded that no deduction should be allowed. 
The General Assembly subsequently took the 
opposite view, which has ever since obtained. 
Your attention is called to the matter only that 
you may again consider It in view of the serious 
consequences it has now brought upon us in 
connection with the taxation of National bank 
shares.
It is unfortunate that we should be compelled 
for any reason to endure the inequalities of val 
uation that exist, and suffer the evil conse 
quences thereof any longer; but it is perhapes 
best, in view of all considerations, as you seemed 
to think at your la9t session, to await the time 
for the regular decennial appraisment of real
It is further agreed that the said Albert Net­
ter, as security for the full and faithful per­
formance of this contract shall, forthwith, de­
posit with the Commissioners of the Sinking 
Fund of Ohio, the sum of fifty thousand dollars, 
evidenced by the certificate of deposit of the 
Citizens National Bank of Cincinnati, Ohio, of 
date March 23, 1896, and numbered 1493, properly 
assigned and made payable to said Commis­
sioners of the Sinking Fund, the same, how­
ever. upon completion of this contract, to be re­
turned to the said Netter or his assignees. In 
the event, however, of the said Netter failing 
to comply with the said contract as aforesaid, 
said deposit to the extent that may be necessrry 
to fully indemnify the State for any loss it may 
sustain on account of fuch failure, to become 
and remain absolutely the property of the State 
of Ohio.
And the party of the first part hereby agrees 
to and with the party of the second part that 
they will forthwith give notice to the holders of 
said outstanding Canal Bonds, by publication or 
otherwise, that the State of Ohio will redeem on 
the 31st day of December. 1896, all of said out­
standing six per cent. Canal Bonds, and that 
the interest on the same shall cease at the said 
date.
It Is further agreed by and between said par­
ties that whenever said Netter shall deliver any 
of said outstanding six per cent. Canal Bonds to 
the said Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, he 
shall be entitled to receive tho full interest at 
six per cent, per annum thereon, to the maturity 
of said bonds, to-wit, December 31st, 1896, 
and he shall pay at said time to the said Com­
missioners of the Sinking Fund the interest at 
three per cent, per annum, on the new bonds re­
ceived in exchange up to and including the 31st 
day of December, 1886.
In witness whereof, the said parties, the Com­
missioners of the Sinking Fund of the State of 
Ohio, and the said Albert Netter, have hereuuto 
signed their names at the office of the Sinking 
Fund Commissioners in the city of Columbus, 
Ohio, on the 2tth day of March, 1896.
Emil Kieseweiter,
Auditor of State and President,
J. S. Robinson. Secretary of State,
J. A. Kohler, Attorney-Goner.il,
Commissioners of the Sinking Fuad.Albert Netter.
The foregoing contract is hereby this 21th day 
of March, 1896, approved.
J. B. Foraker, Govornor.
The State Auditor’s report shows that while 
our State indebtedness is comparatively small 
and being rapidly extinguished, yet the local 
indebtedness of the State is large and rapidly 
increasing. It has now -reached the aggregate 
of more than $53,009,000. This growth should be' 
cheokea. No county, township or municipal 
corporation should be allowed to create a 
general debt exceeding ten per cent, of the tax 
valuation of its real estate. It is recommended 
that such a provision be enacted, and that you 
provide that in all cases where there may 
already be a general indebtedness in exoess of 
that limitation, no further debt lie allowed to 
be contracted until the present debt is reduced 
below the limitation mentioned.
The statute enacted by you at your la§t ses­
sion, providing for the taxation and regulation 
of the liquor traffic, commonly known as tho 
Dow Law, has not been generally enforced 
pending a decision by the Supreme Court as to 
its constitutionality. The Court has now, how­
ever, upheld the law, and notwithstanding tho 
ill-advised efforts that are being made to over­
throw it in the United States courts, it will, no 
doubt, bo fully enforced ere long throughout 
the State.
It has been nlready recommended that this 
act be so amended as to give tho State twenty- 
five per cent- of the tax arising from this 
source. The law has been construed to author­
ize sales by manufacturers and tlieir agents in 
quantities not less than a gallon, in municipal 
corporations where, under the provisions of sec­
tion 11 of the act, they have prohibited ale, boor 
and porter houses or other plaoos whore''in- 
toxicating liquors are sold.
This is an aggravation of the evil that tho 
provision was intended to cure. It should be 
amended so as to prohibit this practice. It is 
believed that the law will, when so changed, 
give more satisfactory results to the people of 
tho State than any measure relating to the 
liquor traffic that has ever been enacted in 
Ohio. It is at least due this statute from both 
the friends and the enemies of the liquor traffic 
that it shall have a fair trial.
The State Board of Health, tlio Food and 
Dairy Commissioners, and tho Fish and Game 
Commission, have been doing most oxoollent. 
work. You are requested to examine carefully 
their reports, and it is recommendod that you 
•will be as liberal In providing for them us the 
financial situation will allow.
The Live Stock Commission deserve more 
than a passing notice. Their report shows the 
importance of their work and tho inadequacy of 
the appropriations heretofore made in thoir be­
half. It should be remembered that Ohio, not­
withstanding her great manufacturing and com­
mercial interests, is nevertheless, In every sense 
of the word, a great agricultural State.
The dreaded disease of plcuro-pneumonia has 
been guarded against by the Commission with 
great vigilance and efficiency. But It is evident 
that we can not have that complete protection 
from it which we should have until tlie National 
Government takes-hold of tho matter In an earn­
est, and practical way.
It is recommendod, th erefore, that in addition 
to strengthening the bands of these Commis­
sioners in every way possible for the work 
that Is imposed upon them, you appeal to Con­
gress to empower the United States Depart­
ment of Agriculture to regulato inter-Ktato 
commerce in cattle, and make an appropriation 
large enough to enable all cattle infectod with 
this disease to bo condemned and killed at the 
cost of tho General Government. The history 
of this disease shows that there is no other 
efficient mode of dealing with it.
The report of the Beard of Public Works shows 
that tho recoipts from fronts and tolls for tho 
year ending November 15, 1886, amounted to 
$124,030.25-: as against, for last year, $118,258.34; 
thus giving an increase of $5,771.81. The dis­
bursements make si still more favorable com­
parison. They were, for 1885, $262,879.70; for 1886, 
$238,091.78; showing a Saving of $24,787.92. In 
other words the difference in favor of the State 
for this year over last is $30,559.73. This gratifying 
result Is due very largely to tho hope that hast 
been revived in all who are interested In the 
canals, that they are not to bo abandoned or 
allowed to fall into decay and disuso. They con­
stitute a valuable public properly. The State 
should not dispose of any part of them. On tho 
contrary, it should be made distinctly the policy 
of the State to improve and uphold and main­
tain them. When this becomes well understood 
the result will be that business upon and along 
them will be revived: new boats will be built, 
and their great benefits will be made each year 
more apparent, and at no distant day they 
should and will become se lf-sustaining.
The Ohio National Guard Is an organization 
that reilects the highest credit upon the State. 
The encampments during the surnmor were 
orderly and well conducted throughout. Officers 
and men alike appear to take great pride in be­
coming efficient and capable soldiers, and it can 
be said with perfect truthfulness that in drill, 
discipline and appearance they are the equals 
of any Similar organization of any State in the 
Union. They merit all the assistance and en­
couragement you can extend.
No event connected with tlie history of Ohio 
is of greater importance or significance than the 
adoption of our first organic law, the Ordinance 
of 1787, and the first settlement on our soil, in 
pursuance thereof, at Marietta, on the 7th da/ 
of April, 1788. Tlie centennial anniversary of 
this settlement is close at hand. The adoption 
of this ordinance is to be celebrated by the Na­
tional Educational Association at its meeting in 
Chicago, July next, and patriotic people of the 
whole State will be pleased to see this anniver­
sary suitably recognized by an appropriate cele­
bration in Ohio, and by the erection upon the 
site of this first settlement of an enduring mon­
umental structure.
The citizens of Marietta, co-operating with 
the Pioneer Association and the Ohio State 
Archaeological and Historical Society, have in­
augurated measures to secure these results.
The occasion should be made one In which not 
only the whole State, but all the other States 
that formed part of “the territory lying north­
west of the Ohio river” can participate.
For this same general purpose there will be 
held at Columbus in the autumn of 1R88 an 
“Ohio Centennial Exhibition," which is de­
signed to be not only commemorative, but also 
educational, and illustrative of our progress and 
development as a people. The General Assem* 
bly will probably be appealed to for aid to carry­
out these worthy purposes, and it is earnestly 
recommended that it be granted.
In the day of our strength and prosperity we 
should remember the valor of the army, tho 
statesmanship of the fathers, and the struggles 
and sufferings of the pioneers, who secured for 
us the priceless heritage we enjoy. It will mako 
us more devoted and zealous in the discharge 
of our duties, and teach our children a lesson of 
patriotism and appreciation that will make freo 
popular government and civil and religious lib­
erty more secure in the land which the Lord our 
God hath given us. Respectfully submitted,
J. B. Foraker, Governor.
—Up on the Elkhorn Valley road, 
during the big drifts of the late storm, 
an engineer says he took a mile-a-min- 
ute shoot at a huge snow pile and dug 
a hole through it without jarring his 
headlight. Stopping at the next station 
he found the engine’s front and sides 
coated with blood and hair. An investi- 
gation showed that sixteen head of 
cattle had been snowed in and ten of 
them 4vere killed.—Chicago Herald.
MODERN SHYLOCKS.
I tow the Professional Money-Lend- 
? ers Conduct Their Business.
Human Sharks That Are Utterly Devoid of 
Soul and Should Be Studiously Avoided 
—Shavers of Salaries aud Chat­
tel-Mortgage Men.
[Brooklyn Eagle.]
Although the legal interest in this State 
Is but six per cent., usurers in Brooklyn 
and New York continue to thrive and grow 
fat. The average resident knows little of 
the difficulty some men have to borrow 
money. Clerks and office-holders on small 
salaries often run short and are compelled 
to apply to the professional money-lender 
for assistance. Once in the hands of that 
escape is impossible. In a dingy office up 
t hree flights of stairs in a building not far 
from the city hall is a “salary shaver.” 
This individual does not differ from others 
of his class. He is a suave, polite, and on 
occasions genial. This gentleman, who, by 
the way, is an American by birth, is a pro­
fessional money-lender. His countenance 
when in repose is hard, and the thin lips 
end small nose denote an avaricious dispo­
sition. For the sake of convenience I will 
call rhe money-lender Smith. Those who 
intimately know Smith say that he is a 
man utterly devoid of soul. Many of his 
transactions certainly denote that he is al­
ways on the lookout for the main chance, 
end never neglects an opportunity to ob­
tain the best of a bargain.
Mr. Smith’s methods, so far as I have 
been able to learn from a few of his cus­
tomers, are not entirely above board, and 
would hardly permit the throwing of even 
t he faintest ray of light upon them. Ho is, 
in fact, a usurer of the old school—such a 
Usurer as Shakespeare painted in the per­
son of Shylock. In addition to shaving sal­
aries Mr. Smith, for a consideration of from 
tOO to 300 per cent., will loan sums of money 
ranging from $100 to $2,000 on household 
furniture. In case one receives a salary of 
$25 per week and wants to raise $50, he, if 
he is foolish, applies to the accommodating 
Mr. Smith. The borrower is asked the nat­
ure of his business; the amount of salary 
leceived; his residence, and often is re­
quired to furnish one or more references. 
Yes, Mr. Smith will say after the above 
questions have been satisfactorily an­
swered, he will lend the amount required 
lor four weeks, the sum being made paya­
ble in four payments of $16 each. Merely 
for the sake of formality Mr. Smith re­
quires tho borrower to give four notes for 
$16 each, and to also give an order on the 
cashier for the full amount, $50.
Tho case given above is a mild one. Had 
the borrower shown that he wanted money 
badly, Mr. Smith would have no doubt 
charged him $20 for the accommodation in­
stead of $14. Brooklyn money-lenders sel­
dom mention the word interest. If they 
know tho meaning of tho term they 
seldom disclose tho fact. When a man 
is charged $14 for tho use of $50 for 
one month, the money-lenders do not 
claim that the sum is paid as intorost. O 
no I It is simply “expenses,” whatever 
they may be, that the customer pays for. 
Cases have often occurred, when a man 
wishes to borrow $1,000, that tho money­
lender, like Mr. Premium in tho “ School 
for Scandal,” will say that he has not the 
“moneys” by him, but will borrow the 
amount from a friend. Such friend must 
be recompensed for his trouble, and what 
with interest, lawyers’ fees, expenses, fil­
ing of papers, etc,, the luckless debtor 
finds that to borrow $1,000 for three months 
ho must pay a fee of from $100 to $200.
A New York Arm of money-lenders a few 
Weeks ago established a branch in this city. 
The firm under notice are considered tho 
hardest-shelled members of the fraterni­
ty. They demand and receive $30 per month 
on each $100 loaned. They do little or no 
salary shaving, their speciolty being chat­
tel mortgages. A case will shortly come 
up for trial in tho city court in which the 
plaintiffs, the New York money-lending 
firm, sue for the recovery of $200, loaned 
at the rate of $30 per $100 per month. The 
original loan was $400. $200 of which has 
been paid back. The remainder of the lostn 
the defendant refuses to pay on tho ground 
of extortionate interest and charges. Ho 
claims to have paid over $450 already, an 
excess of $50 on the original loan, and just­
ly thinks that that sum should be suffi­
cient for tho loan of $400 for less than two 
months.
Different money-lenders have different 
ways of working. One, a lawyer, having 
an office on Court street, is cute enough to 
do nothing which would bring him within 
the clutches of Dame Justice. In compar­
ison with other money-lenders he is quite 
modest in his charges, and only requires 
that “clients” shall pay him $18 for the use 
of $100 for six months. It is perhaps un­
necessary to state that he has all the busi­
ness ho can comfortably attend to. •
Many persons who have had occasion to 
apply to money-lenders for assistance tell 
interesting stories of their experiences. 
Here is a story told me by a city official the 
other day. The official, many years ago, 
before he became opulent, had occasion to 
borrow $100 of a money-lender in New 
York, to whom, as security, he gave ten 
notes. But two of these notes were taken 
up when a fire occurred in the building in 
which the money-lender had his office. The 
latter’s safe was destroyed and with it the 
official’s notes. The sequel to the story is 
that the money-lender was out just $80.
One day last week I met a money-broker’s 
agent who has reformed and is now leading 
the life of the Christian. He said:
“Usury is carried on more in Brooklyn 
than many people imagine. All men in 
moderate circumstances or on salary at one 
time or another have occasion to borrow 
money. Such men, even if they have 
friends, shrink from applying to them, and 
so fall a willing prey to the money-lenders. 
I have seen men struggle for years to cast 
off shackles forged by borrowing money at 
enormous rates of interest. It’s a bad 
business, and in nine cases out of ten re­
sults in ruin. I would rather sleep in one 
room and own the furniture in that room 
than live in a four-story brown-stone house 
the furniture in which was mortgaged to a 
money-lender. Chattel mortgages, like 
dynamite, should be left severely alone. 
When a United States Marshal is put in a 
man’s house the latter is obliged to pay the 
fee.
“Certain money-lenders do not do busi­
ness with their own capital. They have no 
money themselves, but work on capital fur­
nished them by men behind the screen— 
that is, they are backed by people who do 
not wish it known they are engaged in such 
a nefarious business. Pawnbrokers charge 
but 36 per cent, per annum—money-lenders 
150 or 200 per cent, a month, or 1,800 or 2,400 
per cent, a year. Which is the cheaper of 
the two? Well, I should say the pawn­
broker. But the pawnbrokers don’t make 
loans on salaries or household furniture. 
So you sec the professional money-lender 
has every thing his own way and will con­
tinue to do so until the State Legislature 
passes a bill to fit his individual case and 
gives him no excuse for living.”
Astronomical photography has suc­
ceeded in reproducing stars down to the 
thirteenth magnitude.
STRANGE ROMANCE.
A Doctor Who Courted a Lady While In a 
Somnambulistic Trance.
[Atlanta Constitution.]
Dr. Hardin, as his name shall be for this 
occasion (now dead), had but lately ar­
rived in Americus, Ga., from Savannah. 
Being a gentleman of polished address he 
soon found admission into the best circles 
of society, and at once became indispensa­
ble at all social gatherings. With the 
ladies he was a prime favorite. With one 
in particular he formed a close friendship, 
for it developed that he had fought in the 
trenches with her brothor, and it was into 
his arms that the wounded man fell, when he 
was staggered by the bullet which caused 
his death.
Oue day Miss Julia, with her widowed 
mother, went out on that most important 
duty in a woman’s life—the purchase of a 
bridal trousseau. Society had pretty well 
guessed the course of affairs. Congratula­
tions poured in upon the young lady, all of 
which she accepted with becoming mod­
esty. The groom expectant, however, 
acted mysteriously. He never made refer­
ence to the happy affair with which his 
name was linked. When a friend congrat­
ulated him he looked puzzled, but offered 
no invitation to proceed.
Thus weeks passed, until the date popu­
larly supposed to have been set for the 
nuptials had gone by. The doctor moved 
about the city in his usual unconcern. The 
young lady held her grief and disappoint­
ment sacred, and ventured jio word of 
censure or complaint. In fact, the mystery 
became so great that the question as to 
whether the couple had ever been engaged 
or not became one of violent local agita­
tion.
The soldier friends of the young lady’s 
brother, feeling that she was without male 
protection, determined that she should not 
be imposed upon. They met, to the num­
ber of a dozen, late one evening, by the 
cotton warehouse of Harold & Johnson, 
and agreed to call on the doctor and get an 
explanation. They reached his room, and 
were told that he had gone out not five 
minutes before for a walk, and would not 
be back until after midnight. In order to 
fill in the time until that hour, the party 
went to Miss Julia’s house to consult her 
about the matter. They were surprised to 
find the doctor there, while near him sat 
the young lady in tears.
One of the men, maddened at the doctor’s 
icy indifference, rushed over to him and, 
grasping him by the shoulders, shook him 
violently. The doctor yawned deeply; he 
arose, and rubbed his eyes, and looking 
around him in tho utmost bewilderment, 
asked:
“How came I here! This is so verj’ 
strange. I went to bed in my room at eight 
o’clock, and thought until this moment that 
I was still thero.”
Ho was a somnambulist 1
In tho talk which followod tho whole 
matter was made plain. After having vis­
ited Miss Julia twice, ho began coming at 
nine o’clock, when he was not expected. 
His manner was somewhat stiff and formal, 
but ho prossed his suit with persevorance. 
Ho would nover mako the remotest refer­
ence to any other subject. Ho never 
thought of leaving until a few minutes be­
fore one in tho morning. His late hour in 
coming, his late hour in leaving, always 
seemed strange, but as his behavior was 
always most circumspect, it was not 
thought of after the first few nights. Thus 
he proposed, was accopted, had the date 
appointed, and passed it over. In his wak­
ing hours he had no recollection whatever 
of the events of the night before.
After the matter had been thus made 
plain, the doctor said:
“Now, Miss Julia, since all this has 
transpired in my sleep, I may as well tell 
you that your image has been impressed 
upon my heart all along. Will you consent 
again to my proposal?”
It was too plain that no opposition ex­
isted there. Soon tho license was pro­
cured, the minister called in, and the hap­
py pair were made one.
But one chapter more remains to bo told. 
When the yellow fever broke out in Savan­
nah with such virulence about ten years 
ago, Dr. Hardin was one of the most zeal­
ous in waiting upon the sick in that city. 
He never refused the call of duty. At last 
he, too, succumbed to tho dread destroyer, 
and he now sleeps with the silent majority. 
A UNIQUE BUSTLE.
Tho Good UaojWhich a Femalo Smuggler 
Made of It.
[Tampa (Fla.) Special.]
Tho customs officials hero have made the
capture of a unique article, which is now 
in possession of Colonel John G. Gibbs, of 
the United States Secret Scrvico, and 
which he will preserve as a curosity. It is a 
bustle made of tin, in the shape of a cres­
cent, so as to fit snugly. At cither end it 
is very thin, but is expanded so as to be 
about an inch and a half wide about the 
middle, and, being hollow inside, holds 
exactly one gallon. When discovered 
by tho lady inspectors at Tampa tho 
owner had it on in its proper place, and it an­
swered admirably for the purpose for which 
such things are used, but unfortunately for 
the owner it was found to contain a gallon 
of fine Cuban rum which she was evidently 
endeavoring to smuggle. For some time it 
has been suspected that this lady was en­
gaged, in some peculiar business which 
made necessary frequent trips to and from 
Cuba. After consultation it was decided 
to make the proper inquiry. When first 
questioned the lady exhibited much indig­
nation that she should be even suspected, 
and finally began to weep. However, the 
lady who was appointed to make tho in­
spection was kind but firm, and the result 
was the discovery of the mysterious bustle, 
filled with rum. All was seized, the liquid 
was poured out where it would do the most 
good, and the vessel was turned over to 
Colonel Gibbs.
FROG’S FLESH.
How It Was Grafted Upon a Man by a 
French Surgeon.
[Galignani’s Messenger.]
An interesting operation of flesh-graft­
ing, which was one of the discoveries of M. 
Paul Bert, has recently been performed by 
a young French surgeon, named Dr. Du- 
bousquet-Labordiere. A workman had his 
foot scorched by molten iron, and the skin 
was destroyed over a surface of about 
eight inches by four. Dr. Dubousquet took 
four strips of flesh from the thigh of a 
young man and four from a frog and trans­
ferred them to the wound. By great care 
the wounds healed in a few days.
The cicatrice obtained by the frog’s skin' 
was soft, elastic and inodorous; that from 
human flesh was a little strained, harder 
and produced irritation on some points. 
The patient has now been able to resume 
his occupation. The result of the operation 
is of great importance in showing the su­
periority of frog skin, while on the other 
hand human flesh is not always to be had 
in sufficient quantities for burns or wounds 
of any size, and the dissection of strips is 
very painful.
George W. Childs, the veteran Philadel­
phia publisher, has presented the Friend­
ship Liberal League of that city a hand­
some Bible. Thomas W. Coleman, who 
made the presentation speech for Mr. 
Childs, said that in the past twenty years 
he had presented over three hundred Bibles 
to schools, churches and societies on behalf 
of that gentleman.
FOOLHARDY REPORTERS.
How a Boat-Load of Them Faced 
Twenty British Muskets.
One of the Narrow Escapes to Which the 
Lives oPXewspaper Men Have Been 
Actually Subject—The Thrill­
ing Story of a Journalist.
[Philadelphia Press.]
The occasion when the New York morn­
ing papers ran the closest chance of each 
losing a reporter that I can recall was on 
the night of Paul Boyton’s foolhardy ex­
ploit, in May, 18S5, in attaching an empty 
torpedo case to the tail of the English man- 
of-war Garnet, which was anchored in the 
bay, off Staten Island, watching the Rus­
sian war vessel Strelok, which lay off the 
foot of Twenty-third street, in the Hudson 
river. It will be remembered that war was 
then imminent between England and Russia 
over the Central Asian boundaries, and the 
Garnet had orders to follow the Strelok 
and keep the Admiralty posted upon her 
movements.
Boyton had an old grudge against the 
English Admiralty, by reason of the fact 
that he had once given an exhibition be­
fore it of his life-saving rubber suit, with 
a view to supplying them to the English 
navy, and the British tars had laughed at 
it. To heal the laceration of his tender 
sensibilities, brought about by their ridi­
cule, the reckless swimmer decided to give 
the English Nation a practical illustration 
of the utility of his rubber suit, by going 
out in it to the Garnet, and placing an 
empty torpedo under her, the lesson being 
that, had the toepedo being loaded, the 
man-of-war’s men would have been scat­
tered along the coast from Fort Wads­
worth to Perth Ambov.
On May 5, the captain called at the of­
fices of various morning newspapers and 
informed the city editors thereof, with 
much mystery, that he was going to per­
form a feat that night that would eclipse 
the achievements of all the dare-devils of 
ancient or modern times, and that he de­
sired a reporter from each paper to accom­
pany him, in order that his exploit might 
be properly chronicled. At eight o’clock 
that evening a reporter each from the 
2’iwtes, the Sun, the World, the Herald, the 
Tribune and the Journal met like the hero 
in the song, “ with a heart for any fate.”
Boyton was shrouded in mystery up to 
the tips of his ears and he refused to di- 
vulgo his secret until he arrived at the 
scene of action. The Garnet lay off of the 
Staten Island shore near Tompkinsville, 
and it was not until we had embarked in a 
ferry-boat at the Battery and gathered in a 
solemn conclave on the forward deck that 
he told us that his plan was to fasten an 
empty torpedo on the keel of the man-of- 
war and then send them word of his ex­
ploit in the morning.
Boyton had several friends with him be­
sides the reporters, and the empty torpedo 
with his rubber suit was carried in a bag. 
Staten Island, as most New Yorkors know, 
used to be a favorite place for prize fights. 
Therefore, when we arrived at Tompkins­
ville, a report went forth that a gang of 
pugilists were on the way to have a private 
mill under the benign laws of the Marquis 
of Queensbury, and straightway tho rumor 
flow, so that in ten minutes three-fourths 
of the population of tho island was about 
the little hotel that we made a temporary 
refuge. There was nothing to do but 
wait for them to retire,;and I have ever 
since been impressed with the belief that 
patience is tho prevailing characteristic of 
Tompkinsville.
But soon after two o’clock Boyton put on 
his rubber suit, which made him look like a 
particularly fat turtle, and started out to­
ward the Garnet, which lay half a mile off 
the shore, hor bull’s-eyes throwing a 
stream of rippling light from her kool to­
ward the shore. The reporters had hired 
a boatman to follow Boyton, and, as the 
boat was small, our weight brought her 
sides almost level with the water. Boy- 
ton’s friends prudently remained on shore. 
The night was dark—for there was no 
moon—and the Garnet’s lights were our 
only guide. Silently Boyton paddled him­
self out to tho man-of-war, and our little 
row-boat followed him closely. We saw a 
marine pacing tho deck, but he did not 
even hear us until the captain had fastened 
tho torpedo-case in the rudder-chain, and 
was paddling away. Then the guard 
rushed to the side.
“What boat’s that! Speak quick 1” he 
cried, leveling his rifle.
No one made any reply, and our boatmen 
began to row toward tho shore. We 
learned afterward that tho sentinel was 
severely disciplined for not firing on us at 
that moment. As it was, we heard a se­
ries of quick orders given, lights flashed all 
over the vessel, and in a moment a steam 
launch manned by twenty men, in com­
mand of a bare-headed officer, loomed up 
in pursuit. The launch had been ready 
with steam up, on the other side of the ves­
sel, which accounts for the extraordinary 
rapidity with which she gave chase.
There wa3 no use trying to escape this 
swift craft. She overtook Boyton first, 
the men dragged him on board, and then 
she overhauled our boat. A calcium light 
flared up, and we found that we were look­
ing into the stern faces of a score of British 
marines, right over the barrels of as many 
cocked rifles leveled at cur breasts. Not a 
word was said for a moment, and then Boy­
ton with an air of bravado, took hold of the 
rifle a soldier held at his head and inquired, 
jocularly:
“Is it loaded?”
Quick as a flash a sword leaped from the 
officer’s scabbard and the point flashed to 
within half an inch of Boyton’s breast. 
The Captain was perhaps afraid the officer 
would cut a hole in his rubber suit, for he 
cried in a voice that quavered in three oc­
taves :
“Help, boys! He’s drawn a naked sword 
on me.”
The officer turned to the reporters’ boat.
“I demand once more that you come on 
board and surrender yourselves,” said he, 
excitedly. “Men, if they refuse, fire when 
I count three I One I”
No one in our boat stirred.
“Two I” said the officer.
The eyes of the marines glistened and 
the Jrcporters’ hearts stopped beating as 
they anticipated the word three, but not a 
man in the reporters’ boat moved. I saw 
the word trembling on the officer’s lips, 
but he did not say it, and fell to parleying 
with us again.
The conclusion of the matter was that 
the officer accepted Boyton’s statement 
that he was swimming to Coney Island to 
test his suit, and we were following him in 
case he became exhausted. The rest is his­
tory. Every body called Boyton a hero; 
the Captain of the Garnet was court-mar­
tialed and transferred, and I realise that if 
I ever had two narrow escapes in one 
night it was on that occasion.
A new and apparently effective method 
of treating consumption is now attracting 
the notice of physicians. It is by injecting 
remedies directly into the lungs by means 
of a hypodermic syringe. The needle is 
passed through the walls of the chest, and 
it is the aim to bring the remedies as near 
the affected spot in the lungs as possible. 
Some very good results are reported, car- 
bolized iodine having appeared to work to 
the best advantage.
TWO RICH WOMEN.
kin? of the Good Deeds of Catherine 
Wolfe and Mrs. William Astor.
[Ziska, in N. Y. Mail and Express.]
The richest single and the richest mar­
ried lady in the United States are said to 
be lying at the point of death in this city. 
The unwedded lady is Miss Catherine L. 
Wolfe and the wife is Mrs. William Astor. 
Miss Wolfe enjoys the income of between 
$18,090,000 and $20,000,000. The most of this 
money is settled on her for life only. Her 
income is estimated at $500,000 a year, and 
she has had many offers of marriage. Miss 
Wolfe has aristocratic features and a slight 
figure. Her hair is gray and she dresses 
superbly. Her diamonds are large and 
dazzling. She is a prominent figure in so­
ciety, and she is loved and esteemed by all 
who know her. She spends her income 
where she thinks it will do the most good. 
Her almoner for years has been Bishop 
Potter, formerly rector of Grace Church. 
Indeed Miss Wolfe herself has long been 
! the main pillar of this patrician house of 
worship. She it was who spent $80,000 for 
its marble chantry, and who subscribed so 
liberally toward erecting its beautiful 
spire. When Bishop Potter called for $50,- 
i 0D0 with which to build a church in Mulber­
ry street not long ago Miss Wolfe was the 
j first to respond. She sent him a check for 
! $45,000. MissWolfe’s father was a prominent 
| merchant of this city. Although one of the 
! most generous of men, he rapilly accumu- 
: lated a fortune. This fortune was enlarged 
i by his marriage. He wedded in succession 
! two sisters of the late Peter Lorillard. 
Their lots were immense. Three great 
fortunes rolled into one were inherited by 
Miss Wolfe on the death of her father. An 
only sister had died some time before this 
event. Miss Wolfe lives in an elegant 
brown-stone mansion fronting Madison 
square. It is a corner house, within a 
stone’s throw of the residence of S. L. M. 
Barlow. She owns some of the finest paint­
ings in America. A picture by Knaus is 
among them. It was painted for the Em­
peror of Russia. While the Czar was hag­
gling about the price Miss Wolfe secured it 
i and brought it to New York. Very few 
i persons are admitted to her galleries. Some 
of her intimate friends are said to have 
, sought admission in vain.
Mrs. William Astor, who is also said to 
I be very ill, is a wife of a grandson of old 
John Jacob Astor and a son of William B. 
Astor. She is an off-shoot of the ancient 
and noble house of Schermerhorn. Mrs. 
Astor is tall, distingue in bearing, and is a 
woman of graceful carriage. She has black 
hair, black eyes and an olive complexion.
• She is a leader among the real leaders of 
fashionable life in New York. She has a 
i very generous disposition. Her charity is 
i possibly more practical than that of 
Miss Wolfe. The latter makes most 
of her donations to the church, 
although they are by no means confined to 
the religious community. Mrs. Astor, on 
the contrary, seeks individual cases of dis­
tress, and has made many an humble fire­
side cheerful and happy. She takes groat 
interest in young people in hor sphere of 
life, and gives them many dinners and re­
ceptions. She takes special pride in rising 
young men, and has frequently aided thorn 
at critical periods in their lives. No woman 
would bo moro missod in social circles. 
Mrs. Astor owns probably tho finest collec­
tion of jewels in America. When attend­
ing the opera or private receptions she has 
frequently appeared in a blaze of diamonds. 
At an entertainment in Delmonico’s last 
winter her throat was encircled in throe 
strands of these jewels, each a stone of 
great sizo. Triple strands of similar 
precious stonos were wound around her 
white shoulders, and her corsage sparkled 
like tho buckler of Ptolemy Philadelphus. 
Living jewels sparkled in her raven hair, 
and all tho colors of the rainbow scintillat­
ed from her ringed fingers. She has fre­
quently been seen at the opera wearing 
$50,000 worth of diamonds, but on this oc­
casion she surpassed herself, tho display 
being valued at moro than $100,000. Mrs. 
Astor has three daughters and no son. One 
of her daughters is the wife of Roosevelt 
Roosevelt, a second is married to J. Cole­
man Drayton and the third is Mrs. Orme 
Wilson.
A WAR ROMANCE.
An Ex-Confederate Captain Marries tho 
Daughter of His Kind Union Nurse. 
[Washington Cor. N. Y. Herald.]
A recent copy of an Indiana paper con
tains the following paragraph:
Married—By Rev. Dr. Turnbull, George A.
Dawson, of Louisiana, to Miss Alice Lemon, of 
Washington, D. C.
Tliis marriage is the sequel to an unusual­
ly romantic story. George Dawson, a 
young Captain in tho Confederate army,- 
lay seriously injured in 1864, a prisoner of 
war in the United States Hospital at In­
dianapolis. One of the ladies who visited 
the hospital frequently and ministered 
alike to the wearers of the blue and the 
grey, was a Mrs. Lemon, the wealthy wid­
ow of a Union officer. In these visits Mrs. 
Lemon was usually accompanied by her 
daughter Alice, then a little miss of ten 
years. A fast friendship sprung up be­
tween the young Confederate and the little 
Union girl, which continued some months 
until the former was exchanged and sent 
back to his regiment.
Seven years ago Mrs. Lemon died an^ 
Miss Alice, through the efforts of her Re­
publican friends, secured a clerkship in 
one of the departments here. Her health 
gradually failed, and last October she re­
signed her position and went West to live 
with relatives. The announcement of her 
resignation wa3 printed in one of the New 
Orleans papers, where it met the eye of 
Captain Dawson, now a dignified bachelor 
of middle age and one of the richest plant­
ers on the lower Mississippi. Captain 
Dawson immediately wrote Miss Lemon 
and asked her if she was his little sweet­
heart of former years, and if so by what 
caprice of fortune she had been thrown 
upon her own resources. Miss Lemon an­
swered the Captain, detailing their finan­
cial losses at the time of the Jay Cook fail­
ure and the subsequent death of her 
mother. Captain Dawson thereupon mailed 
her a check for $1,000, which he begged 
her to accept as a slight recompense for 
her mother’s kindness to him while a pris­
oner of war. Miss Lemon returned the 
check, saying that under no circumstances 
could she receive it.
Captain Dawson then came North to see 
if he could not personally prevail upon the 
lady to accept his assistance. He went to 
Indiana, intending to stop only a couple of 
days, but he remained a month, and when 
he returned he carried with him a North­
ern bride to grace his hospitable Southern 
home.
A German’s Curious Will.
[Chicago Times.]
The following curious will, written in an 
unformed hand upon a sheet of store paper, 
was filed recently in the register’s office at 
Pittsburgh, Pa., for probate:
Essen, Nov. 16th, ’85. This mi last Willing 
Mister Carl Hoff owes my 80 Dollar—eighty Dol­
lar. I make him a prasent of 30 Dollar—twenty 
Dollar, and the rest of 60 Doll. Sichsti Dollar, I 
want him to gev it to Mistr Frank Oclshlager, 
vor he is the men ho has to sent it<o mi Ferens 
to geruiany, and then I belong to S. S. Rising- 
hammer Arheiter Bauverein and so I wold likt 
to See that the Bauverein wold take Mr. Frank 
Oclshlager on mi pleas, vor he is the men to 
witch I giv mi shers to. A Hess.
A WESTERN ROMANCE.
How a Powerfully Pretty Woman 
Deceived Shotgrun Jimmy.
She Listens to an Honest Man’s Love
Declaration and Then Tries to Rob the 
Treasure-Box of the Stage with the 
Aid of Her Accomplices.
[Dillon (M. T.) Cor. N. Y. Sun.]
The recent death of “Shotgun” Jimmy 
Brown, at Helena, has been generally de­
plored in this Territory. Brown was a 
famous character in this section for many 
years, and in his capacity as a shotgun 
messenger on stage coaches, guarding 
treasure boxes, he probably had more 
fights with road agents than any other 
man who ever held that post His death, 
which came after protracted suffering, was 
due to wounds received in the service. 
Speaking of him at a resort here the other 
evening, an old timer, who remembers 
when Bannack and Virginia City were 
started, said:
“Did any of you fellows ever hear of 
Shotgun Jimmy’s romance? No; I’ll bet 
you didn’t He had one, though, as big as 
life. I remember when he came to these 
parts, more than twenty years ago, and 
went to work as a messenger for Gilmer & 
Salisbury. That was before he had been 
peppered up the way he was when he died, 
and he was about as good-looking a young­
ster a3 was to bo seen here. He was a ter­
ror, though, on a coach. I never saw his 
equal. He could shoot more times and in 
more directions in a given time than any 
man who ever watched a box. It got so 
there at one spell that the agents would 
just leave things alone if they found Jim­
my aboard, and, as a rule, when he was 
attacked it was by new men. I have 
known shotgun messengers who did not 
shoot any too quick, but nobody ever found 
fault with Jimmy on this score.
“Well, what I started out to say was that 
Jimmy had a deal with a mighty pretty girl 
once. He was down in Virginia City, and 
was to escort a treasure coach through to 
Helena. The country was full of tough 
citizens — that was before the boys 
tied up the gang by the necks—and it 
was known that stages with money aboard 
were almost certain to be attacked. 
On the coach coming up was a young 
lady in deep mourning, about the prettiest 
girl that we had ever seen here, and as 
there was no treasure aboard Jimmy got 
pretty well acquainted with her. She could 
not have been more than twenty-six or 
twenty-seven years old, and she was that 
handsome that when she got to the tavern 
at Virginia City the boys went into the 
dining-room and ate an extra supper all 
around just for the chance of seeing her. 
Jimmy had learned something about her. 
She told him that she was a widow, and 
that her errand was to find a Colonel Sav­
age, who was said to be in this section. He 
was her uncle and the administrator of her 
father’s estate, and business matters made 
it necessary that she should see him. 
Jimmy didn’t know any such man, but he 
said ho might bo around for all that. That 
evening ho was very attentive to her, an t 
most of the boys hung about tho place hall 
inclined to bo jealous.
“The next morning, just as the stage was 
ready to start and Jimmy with his shotgun 
was standing by its side, tho treasure-box 
having boon screwed on and tho driver be­
ing in his seat, the young woman camo run­
ning up, exclaiming that she wanted to re­
turn and would bo ready in ten minutes if 
the stage would wait. Tho driver grum­
bled, but Jimmy yielded, and the girl soon 
inado her appearance. There wore no 
other passengers. After she had been 
seated, the boys stepped up hat in hand 
and said good-bye, whilo somo of them— 
Jack Fergus was one of them, I vemember 
—went so far as to express regret that she 
was not to stay longer. She laughingly 
replied that she might return, and waved a 
little handkerchief out of the coach window 
as it rolled away. That was the last we 
ever saw of her. Jimmy wa3 inside the 
coach with her, and we all thought he was 
the luckiest chap that ever struck Mon­
tana.
“But lot mo tell you something. Less 
than six hours after that pretty little darl­
ing sailed out of Virginia City looking as 
sweet and gentle as a lamb, she was hold­
ing one of Jimmy’s big pistols at his ear, 
and he was looking two ways for Sunday. 
I’m afraid ho wasn’t watching things as 
close as he ought to have done, but nobody 
blamed him in those days. We’d see a 
woman like that about as often as we 
would see a flock of angels, aud Jimmy 
was only a man. He rode on the inside of 
the coach most of tho way until about the 
middle of tho afternoon, when ho got out. 
Then she complained of loneliness and 
fear, and, after awhile, he got inside again. 
Not many minutes after that there was a 
volley and a yell, tho horses coming to a 
sudden halt. Jimmy’s hand was on his 
gun, and he was just on the point of mak­
ing a jump when the fair one by his side 
raised one of his revolvers, which she had 
quickly removed from his belt, and with a 
savage ‘no, you don’t!’ leveled it at his 
head. For a second Jimmy didn’t know 
which way to turn, but it was only a sec­
ond. The driver was a good one, and he 
was already at work with a Colt’s re­
volver. Without hesitating Jimmy tried 
a dangerous experiment. As he held his 
shotgun, its muzzle pointed out of the 
window near where the girl sat. He saw 
at a glance that to fire it would not kill 
her, but that it could be discharged so 
as to scare the life out of her pro­
viding she was not a regular wild cat, 
which he didn’t believe she was. A 
good deal quicker than I can tell it he 
pulled the trigger, at the same moment 
reaching for the revolver which the young 
woman held, knocking it out of her hand. 
The crash of the gun was terrific, and as it 
went off not more than eighteen inches 
from her nose it paralyzed her. She fell 
back on the seat in a dead fit, and Jimmy, 
grabbing his irons, was on tbe ground in 
a jiffy. Well, the minute the agents saw 
him in fighting trim they took to cover and 
he after them. They kept up a lively fir­
ing for a few minutes and then Jimmy 
went back to the stage, expecting to find 
the girl there, but she had disappeared. 
The driver, who had remounted his box and 
was holding the lines in his teeth while he 
stood guard with two big revolvers, had 
not seen her leave, but it was evident that 
she had crept out very stealthily and made 
a short cut for the timber. On the floor of 
stage was a little gold tassle which had 
been lost from the young woman’s watch- 
chain, and Jimmy picked it up and woro it 
for a long time. After satisfying himself 
that the agents had made a fizzle of it he 
drove on and made the rest of the trip in 
safety.
“The boys had a heap of fun with Jimmy 
about that girl, but he took it good-nat­
uredly. He owned up some time after­
ward that he had proposed marriage and 
had been accepted, and he once told me 
that, notwithstanding what had happened, 




The last number of the Iberville Democrat 
was got out while the printing office was 
being moved away on rollers to escape tho 
caving in of the river bank.
MIDWINTER FASHIONS.
It is considered very stylish to have the 
upper skirt contrast with the lower.
Felt hats, turned up sheath-shape on the 
sides and faced with astrakhan, are very 
popular for young girls.
A striped suit will trim itself in the mak­
ing, but the buttons should match the dark­
est stripe and be velvet or crochet
Many of the stylish imported costumes 
show the skirt and bodice trimming at 
striped velvet both in black and colors.
“Love ribbons” of the tiniest widths 
and daintiest hues are used for flower-like 
effects upon diaphanous evening toilettes.
It has been decided in Paris that only 
brides under twenty should wear orange 
blossoms. Older brides must adopt the 
full-blown flowers.
Chenille trimming has the same air of 
comfort as fur, and, like it, is seldom neg­
lected by people who find it becoming in 
spite of its frailty.
There are a number of eccentric shapes 
in new bonnets and hats, all verging on the 
mannish, although some incline to the 
Japanese and Turkish styles.
Pearl and precious-stone necklets are to 
be worn under the guimpes and chemisettes 
of high dresses, and for low bodices the 
necklets will be vailed in tulle.
The new open sleeves reach just below 
the elbow, fit easily at the top, have but 
one seam and slope open to about three- 
eighths of a yard at the lower edged.
Black is very accommodating; it har­
monizes well with every color; red, orange, 
purple and even steel and gray. No won­
der it retains its popularity from season te 
season.
The leg-o’-mutton sleeve is gently steal­
ing into vogue, under false pretenses. It 
is an ugly, unbecoming old “chestnut,” 
and should have the bell rung on it every 
time it appears.
Eider-down opera cloaks are exceeding­
ly light and warm. At first, soma of the 
lightest feathers wear off; but after thia 
there is only a downy surface left and there 
is no further trouble.
French felt and beaver hats and bonnets 
are greatly in favor for general wear, and 
can now be purchased in colors to match 
all shades in dress fabrics, so that a lady 
can have a chapeau to wear with every suit 
at a very trifling expense.
Faille Francaise, in all the evening col­
ors, has leaf patterns in coupe plush, as 
mousse green on pink, and shaded brown 
on blue. This is made up with plain faille. 
Twenty-two yards of plain faille are re­
quired, and three and one-half yards of the 
plush-figured faille.
A dress recently worn by Lady Randolph 
Churchill was a combination of tints of 
heliotrope. The skirt was of violet satin, 
the front embroidered with all the shades 
of lilac. The draperies were of black tulle, 
and the bodice was of rich dahlia velvot, 
that tint of purple with a reddish tinge.
An evening dress of pale blue faille has 
the front of the skirt vailed with lace. Tho 
overdress is arranged en panier, and is 
caught up on one side with a cluster of 
white orchids. Tho pointed bodice is cut 
round at the shoulders, and the sloeves are 
formed of folds caught up at the shoulders 
by knots of ribbon.
A rich tea gown is cut in princess form. 
It is of palo shimmering blue Japanese silk, 
daintily embroidered with hawtborne blos­
soms, with here and there golden stars 
gleaming amid the flowers with charming 
effect. In front it opens over a creamy 
lace petticoat, run with threads of gold, 
and at the sides the skirt is cut so as to 
show folds of the lace. At the back tho 
drapery is full and straight.
SOME QUEER TALES.
A dentist in St Louis fills teeth for 
horses.
No lawyer is a member of the Montana 
Territorial Council.
Sidney, Neb., has an ornamental high 
school with one pupil.
Women are now employed as ticket 
agents at the stations on the Staten Island 
railroad.
Sio. Camimi, a Venetian, is credited with 
the ability to spoak and write ninety-six 
languages and dialects.
H. Peter Jenkins, of Buffalo, recently 
made ten wills. After his death all of them 
were offered for probate.
A Bartlett (N. H.) man crawled under 
his house to make repairs, but got wedged 
in so that the neighbors had to cut a hole 
in the floor to release him.
The Plonk family in Lincolnton, N. C., 
is long-lived. Joseph is now 98 years old; 
his sister, Mrs. Tethrow, is 100 years, and 
Mrs. "Weaver, another sister, is 102 year* 
of age.
An Iowa railroad conductor who found a 
pocketbook containing $250 and hunted up 
the owner, who proved te be an aged 
granger and his wife was met with this 
remark from the old lady: “ It was a good 
thing some one seen you pick it up or we 
never would have got it again.”
Henry Gwaltney dug into a mound near 
Wakulla, Fla., recently, and found a skull 
that must have belonged to a giant. The 
under jaw was particularly large, being 
twice the size of an ordinary man’s, and 
none of the teeth was missing from either 
jaw, and but one showed any signs of de­
cay.
A youno man of twenty, one of a party 
of hunters in Colorado, left camp to go out 
and set a bear trap. He did not return in 
due time, and search was made for him. It 
was six days before he was found, and then 
it was seen that in setting the trap both 
hands had been caught in it, and thus he 
had been held until he was frozen to death.
Miss Bertha Weymouth, of Saco, Me., 
filled a big jug with water, corked it, and 
put it on the stove to heat before taking it 
to bed When it was hot enough she started 
up stairs, and then, with a big bang, the 
cork flew out, and the hot water spurted 
into her face, scalding her badly. She now 
knows more about the power of steam than 
she did.
Ham West, being intoxicated, was ar­
rested and locked up in the Luling (Tex.) 
jail the other evening. During the night 
some one broke open the jail door and stole 
the sleeping prisoner’s money and watch. 
West was found all right in the morning, 
but he severely blamed the town authori­
ties for the poor protection they furnish 
their prisoners.
Ed Avery, of Synhaven, Va.,shot a deer 
the other day, and was stooping over cut­
ting its throat, when another deer, a big 
buck, rushed at him from behind, striking 
him with great force, and knocking him 
heels over head down a hill. The buck fol­
lowed up the attack, and for half an hour 
man and deer fought with desperation. 
Avery succeeded in breaking the buck’s 
leg, and shortly after his brother came up 
with a gun and killed the plucky animal.
A Texan who owns many sheep, also 
owns a very valuable sheep-dog called 
Shep. While away from home he tele­
graphed to the superintendent: “Send 
Shep by first train.” The telegraph oper­
ator thought there ought te be another 
“e” in the second word, and sent the dis­
patch as follows: “Send sheep by first 
train.” The superintendent obeyed, and 
before the Texan could get the sheep back 
home again many of them died, and the affair 
cos' him a g••cat deal of money. He is now 
suing tii j anegraph company for damages
THE PARSON'S DONATION.
Well, ye see, we folks in Smithville,
We hain’t nuther poor nor rich;
Sorter chipper-like, an’ easy,
Nuther troubled how nor which
We gits our pork and taters—
If we’ve only got enuff
To bring us through the winter’
’Long wi’ eider an’ sich stuff.
I reckon that our parson 
Had an easy sorter thing;
Fur he got one hundred dollars 
Fur his preachin’, an' to ring
The old bell in the steeple 
Just to call the parish nigh.
Fur Sunday talks, or weddin’s,
Or—when sum on us would die.
Yes, our parson had a family 
Fur to help him in the strife;
They was most his poor relashun—
Ten beside hisself and wife.
Purty chipper was our parson 
When we tole him we would come,
An’ give him a big donashun 
In his leetle pars’nage hum.
Purty sad-like was our parson 
When we left him at the door.
We had cleaned the place frum garret 
’Way down to the cellar floor!
We eat up his winter victuals—
But we left upon the shelf
A patent rat-trap kritter 
Fur his ’lashuns and hisself.
—//. S. Keller, in Arkansaw Traveler. 
THE LICK OBSERVATORY.
A Munificent Gift In the Interest of Mod* 
ern Science.
In a recent number of Frank Leslie* ap­
peared an excellent article on the Lick Ob­
servatory, from which wo make the follow­
ing extracts. The writer of the article 
Bays:
Mr. James Lick, it will be remembered, 
left $700,000 for the erection of an Observa­
tory, and Mount Hamilton, of the Pacific 
Coast Range, was chosen as offering the 
greatest convenient elevation. The loca­
tion is in Santa Clara County, thirteen 
miles from San Jose, with which city tele­
phonic communication has been estab­
lished. Mount Hamilton is a tri-mountain, 
the highest peak rising 4,500 feet. The 
southern peak, the site of the Observatory, 
is about 125 feet lower than the northern, 
but was chosen on account of its easy ac­
cessibility. The plateau upon which the 
buildings stand is about 450 feet in length, 
with a breadth of 225 feet. The largest 
telescope in the world will be used here. 
There is something'almost -romantic in the 
design and construction of this monster 
telescope. Being the greatest work of the
THE LICK OBSERVATORY.
kind ever undertaken, presenting difficul­
ties that had never before been encount­
ered, its manufacture has been watchod 
from day to day by a whole world of anx­
ious observers. Captain Thomas Fraser, 
Superintendent of the Observatory, fur­
nishes some definite and highly interesting 
information concerning the grinding of the 
crown-glass lens and the plan adopted for 
transporting it from Cambridgoport, Mass., 
to San Jose.
On the subject of the grinding, he says 
that the closest measurement at command 
was the 110,000th part of an inch; but in 
grinding the great lens it was discovered 
that even this infinitesimal fraction was 
too large. A still finer measurement was 
required in reducing the lens in number­
less places to a thickness (itself unequal) 
that would exactly concentrate parallel 
rays of light filling a circle three feet in 
diameter to a point a little larger than a 
pin. In order to reduce the fine measure­
ment already at command, the following 
ingenious arrangement was employed by 
the makers of the lens: A gas-jet was 
placed before a mirror, which sent the rays 
of light through a telescope to the great 
lens. Thus magnifying the rays. The 
magnified light, passing through the great 
lens, was still further immensely magni­
fied, and after having passed through this 
lens, it was observed through a second 
telescope, and thus further magnified. In 
this way the least failure of the great lens 
to concentrate perfectly was detected, and 
there was also determined the amount ol 
glass in it, at any given point, that had 
to be ground off in order to secure a per­
fect focus. Thus a measurement of tho 
2,000,000th part of an meh was secured. It 
took very littlo grinding to remove so 
small a thickness of glass from a given 
point, a gentle rubbing of the thumb being 
sufficient, as the glass is softer than com­
mon windotj glass.
The plan auopted for shipping the double 
lens to San Francisco is as follows: The 
two glasses were first wrapped separately 
in fifteen or twenty thicknesses of cloth 
drawn very tight. The cloth is cotton, and 
in order to make it soft and perfectly free 
from grit, it was washed many times and 
thoroughly beaten. Next to the cloth 
comes a thick layer of cotton batting and 
then a layer of paper. A box made of 
wood lined with felt contains the glasses 
when so prepared, the felt lining of tho 
box coming next to the paper. The lenses 
with their covering are packed tightly in 
this box. The shape of this box conforms 
to the shape of the lenses. The felt is at­
tached with glue, so that no nails are any­
where near the glass. Outside of this 
wooden box and inclosing it is a strong 
steel box, almost the shape of a cube. The 
wooden box is tightly packed into the steel 
box with curled hair. Still another steel 
box or chest incloses the steel box first 
named, and the inner steel box i3 to be 
kept from touching it by a large number ol 
spiral springs covering the whole interior 
of the outer steel chest. The outer chest is 
packed with asbestos, to render it fireproof, 
and both of the steel boxes are made air­
tight and waterproof. This outer chest 
will be suspended by pivots in a strong 
wooden frame, and a contrivance has been 
adopted for turning the chest one-quarter 
around every day during its progress to 
California. This is to prevent any molec­
ular disarrangement in the glass and 
avoid the danger of polarization. The 
glass is insured for its full value—or, 
rather, its cost, $51,009.
He Grieves with Cause.
“ Say I you are looking as if you had 
been to a funeral!” he exclaimed, as they 
met on Griswold street yesterday.
“ Well, it’s almost that.”
“ Any relative died?”
“ Yes—an aunt.”
“ Pooh 1 But may be she was rich?”
“ She was.”
“ And you were her pet.”
“ Yes.”
“ And she left you $50,000, and you want 
the public to think you feel sorry that 
she’s gone.”
“ She didn’t leave me a copper, and I 
want the public to know just what I’m 
grieving over. Hang it I I’ve borrowed 
over $3,000 on the strength of what I didn’t 
get”—Detroit Free Tress,
BILL NYE MORALIZES.
these minister to a
The Army Marching to the Starless 
Night of Heath — Eating Pie Three 
Times a Day NYithout Impunity—How 
Things Go in Asheville.
SOONER does a man 
become wealthy than 
he at once develops 
some kind of high- 
price disease. This 
is not alone my own 
experience, but it is 
also the experience 
of many other 
wealthy men. Wealth 
always costs all the 
assessor counts it at,
and often even more, especially in New 
York.
So when I cast my eye about me as I 
write,and as it rests on all the environments 
of luxury, I say to myself of how little 
value is it all to ono who may not survive 
more than forty-five or fifty years more at 
the furthest.
Of what avail is the gayly colored “hit- 
or-miss” carpet whereon my foot falls with 
a wild and startling echo like the wail of 
the damned? What matters it that a costly 
prayer rug embraces my footstep as I 
bound from my bed in the early morning? 
Of what use is it to me that at night I re­
pose in a costly couch which at the first 
approach of dawn, by pressing a secret 
spring, becomes an upright piano?
Will all or any of 
pain-racked and pam­
pered person devoid 
of hair? Will costly 
cuspidores and large 
I red-yarn mottoes 
worked in a framed 
sheets of perforated 
cardboard minister to 
! a moody and morose 
mind? Can the mel­
low tones of a vo­
luptuous organette or
the plaudits of the autograph purveyor woo 
back to peace and contentment the sur­
feited and sin-sick soul? But I have 
wandered away from what I started out to 
say. I started out with the intention of 
saying that the United States to-day has a 
very large army of wealthy invalids, an 
army that seems to be on the increase, too, 
and one that goes moaning up and down 
over the land seeking health and finding 
none. Everywhere you go, where location 
and climate have any thing to offer,or heal­
ing waters containing aught of good to as­
sist nature in her struggle to lengthen out 
the days of those who have more ducats 
than digestion, you will see the anxious eye 
j and the halting gait of those who have 
I fought the fight for gain, and now, crowned 
with victory and misery, find themselves 
in the great National hospital that moves 
about from Moosehead lake to Tacoma, to 
Los Angeles, to Jacksonville, to Duluth, to 
Denver, to Asheville, to Minnetonka, to 
Santa Fe, to the Hot Springs and the Cold 
Springs, to the Iron Springs, and the Soda 
Springs, to the dry air of tho mountains 
and tho wet air of tho soa, with no homo 
that they can call permanent and no sure 
thing for the future but a will contest and 
tho long, starless night of death.
There is a beautiful opportunity pre­
sented hero for the moralist, but tho gontlo 
rcador would hardly forgive mo if I ro- 
forrod to any thing of a serious nature. 
But if I were a moralizer instead of a light 
and frothy writer and advance agent of 
' the overworked fool killer, I would say 
that tho average American almost works 
himself to death for forty years in order 
that he may stagnate and suffer for the 
othor ten or fifteen years. Thus he be­
comes a part of that great, restless army 
of health-seekers who take in the summer 
resorts of the North and tho winter resorts 
of the South in their joyless journey to tho 
tomb.
Healthy farmer-boys, who worked in tho 
open air in the morning of their lives and 
ate what they could get, go into trade, pro­
fessional life or politics, and wonder at 
last why they can not eat pie three times 
j a day with impunity and do noth- 
I ing. American pie with impunity won’t 
| do. Moreover, it will not answer for any 
!, man to crowd all his physical exercise into 
twenty years in order to bestow himself 
upon a sanitarium for the remainder of his 
life.
, Living here is quite cheap, and still death
■ is within the reach of all.
j Last week this region was surprised by a 
! heavy frost which covered tho western 
I part of the State to a depth of from two to 
! four feet on the level. Old settlers had 
never seen any thing like it. Tobacco 
warehouses caved in with the unusual 
weight of snow on 
their roofs, and col­
ored men with noth­
ing but a common- 
school education 
readily earned one- 
dollar an hour shovel­
ing snow from the 
roofs of other build­
ings.
Still, during that 
time the weather has 
been very mild, and 
every body regards 
the beautiful and ac­
complished snow as a delightful phenome­
non. Primitive and highly rustic sleds 
have been prepared and set afloat, loaded 
down with the bon ton of the city, and fire­
wood is very active.
Yesterday a poor woman from the mount­
ains came to my door and requested to see 
the proprietor and general manager of the 
house. As my wife was absent at the time 
I ventured to state that I was no doubt tho 
person she referred to. She was a tall, pale 
woman with her feet done up in artistic 
folds of gunnysack cloth and ashes. She 
wore a black crepe sun-bonnet, held in 
place by means of pasteboard slats, under­
neath which there was a soiled white 
fascinator which only partially concealed 
what had once no doubt been a face.
In low, musial tones I asked her what I 
could do for her.* She said she called to see 
if I would like to buy some “ rich pine kind- 
I lings.” ltich pine is
; equivalent to pitch 
pine in its nature.
I had not noticed 
her wagon, but told 
her we might make 
a trade if she would 
take me to the load 
so that I could see 
what I was purchas­
ing. Thereupon she 
unrolled her apron,
■ and, disclosing a tall, 
blue stocking-leg 
filled with tooth­
picks, then and there
offered to sacrifice the whole stock for 
twenty-five cents. This price for wood, 
however, is exorbitant, for two weeks ago 
a man brought me all he could haul in a 
buckboard with a two-year-old heifer for 
$1.50.—Fill Nye, in Chicago News.
Wouldn’t Take the Hint.
“Have you a match? ”
“Yes, I’ve got a match, but I haven’t 
got any cigar.”
“Then you have no use for the match. 
Let me have it, please.”—Texas Siftings.
A sensible man is quite likely to correct 
in himself the faults which he dislikes in 
others,
MEASURING HEIGHTS.
A Sew and Simple Method to Accurately 
Determine the Altitude of Trees and 
Other Objects.
The erroneous estimates, says the Country
Gentleman, which are made of the height of 
interesting trees, buildin s and other ob­
jects, render desirable an easy and con­
venient mode for measuring them. The 
following, with a little practice, will ena­
ble any one to make such measurements 
with approximate accuracy, or within a few 
feet, at most, of the real heights sought; 
and a traveler, or a visitor at new places, 
may often obtain in this way interesting in­
formation.
Fig. 1 represents the simplest and quick­
est way to measure heights. First, make
a mark on the stem of the tree or other ob­
ject, say six feet from the ground, or place 
a pole six feet long upright against it. 
Then walk away to such a distance that the 
breadth of the hand held out at full arm’s 
length, will just cover the six feet.
Mark with tho eye a point on the tree at 
the upper end of the six feet, and move the 
hand upwards another breadth, and so pro­
ceed till the whole height is measured. It 
may sometimes bo convenient for an assist­
ant to stand at the foot of tho tree; and, if 
with his hat on, he will be six feet high, he 
may serve as a measure to begin with 
instead of the rod. It is well to stand at 
some distance from the tree in making 
these measurements, otherwise the upper 
measured portions will be larger than tho 
lower, on account of the longer legs of the 
imaginary triangle. If the distance be too 
great for the breadth of the hand, one or 
two fingers only may be used, or a short 
pocket-rule. Or, if the pocket-rule be em­
ployed, its separate subdivisions into inches 
may be made t^ndicate the portions meas­
ured, and the whole completed at one oper­
ation.
In the illustration in Fig. 1, the four por­
tions being each six feet, the tree is of 
course twenty-four feet high.
Another mode for ascertaining heights is 
by measuring tho shadow, for which pur­
pose the ground should be nearly level, or 
if sloping, allowance must be made for the 
declivity. If the sun happens to be forty- 
five degrees high, the work will be very 
simple, the tree being just as high as the 
length of the shadow. But this is rarely 
tho case, and the relative length of shadow 
and of height, nray be determined with an 
upright rod or pole, a, Fig. 2. If this pole is 
ten feet high and its shadow is twelve feet 
long, the shadow of the tree will be more 
than its hoight as twelve is to ton, and tho 
simplest calculation by the rule of three 
will give the real hoight. The same course 
may be pursuod with any other altitude of
the sun, namely, as tho length of the shad­
ow of tho pole is to its heights, so will the 
shadow of the tree bo to its altitude. This 
mode may be applied to measuring any high 
jbject, provided the measurement of tho 
shadow can bo calculated from a point di­
rectly beneath the pinaclo.
We have known tho heights of perpen­
dicular banks of lakes or other precipices, 
or the descent of a waterfall, to be singu- 
lary misjudged for want of some such 
means as those wo have here described. Il 
the water of a lake freezes in winter, the 
ice forms an excellent base lino for a meas­
urement of any of its shores or banks, and 







Passing the Story Along.
Tom Tallboys (to Mrs. Mudsop)—I’re 
Just come from the Flitters-Hackensack 
wedding. Had a grand time. Old Mr. Flit­
ters was in such a state of excitement that 
we had to hold him down to prevent his mak­
ing a speech.
Mrs. Mudsop (to an intimate friend an 
hour later)—Have you heard, my dear, 
about the Flitters-Hackensack wedding? 
They say old Mr. FI tters was in such a 
state that he had to be held up while he 
was making a speech.—Life.
Admiring the Beautiful.
Young Lady—Are you an admirer of the 
beautiful, Dr. Slasher?
Dr. Slasher (a young sawbone)—Oh, yes, 
indeed.
Young Lady—What is the most beautiful 
thing you ever saw?
Dr. Slasher (contemplatively)—Well, I 
think the most beautiful thing I ever saw 
was the way in which Prof. Deepcutter 
took a man’s leg off at the hospital last 
week.—N. Y. Sun.
attract hearts by the qualities we 
display; we retain them by tho qualities 
we possess,—Suard.
POEK AND DRY-GOODS.
How Two Noted Croesuses Ac­
quired Their Wealth.
The Phenomenal Career of Phil Armour, 
the Great Chicago “Butcher”—Extent 
of His Various Enterprises—Field, 
the Dry-Goods Prince.
[Special Chicago Correspondence.!
Ever since this country became an inde­
pendent nation, the average American has 
admired the “self-made” man; not be­
cause he happens to have more money than 
the bulk of mortality, but because he has 
succeeded in taking advantage of the times 
in which he lived and because he has se­
cured wealth and prominence by industry 
and push. There is a great difference be­
tween the man who has inherited a vast 
fortune and the one who has earned mill­
ions by his own exertions. The latter we 
all respect; for tho former we have a 
shrug of the shoulder and, perchance, a 
word of pity or contempt when he endeav­
ors to assert himself with undue noise and 
pomp.
No part of the country has produced so 
many self-made men as the West. The 
East, it is true, has a great many 
Croesuses, but they acquired their money by 
speculating.and schemirg, while the Pacific 
coast millionaires owe their fortunes to 
bounteous Nature, who literally filled their 
coffers with the wealth of her mines. The 
average Western nabob, however, had to 
work for every cent of his bank and real- 
estate account, and he worked with such 
energy and foresight that he not only ben­
efited himself but also the country in which 
he lived and labored. There is a vast dif­
ference between the capitalist who em­
ploys hi3 wealth in stock-jobbing and the 
one who invests it in manufacturing enter­
prises, and this, in short, is the difference 
between the Croesus of the East and the 
nabob of the West.
A typical representative of the Western 
millionaire is the great Chicago “butcher,” 
Philip D. Armour, whose name and enter­
prise are known from one end of the country 
to the other. Although but fifty odd years 
of age, he has already managed to acquire 
a fortune estimated at $20,000,000, which he 
employs to the advantage of Western farm­
ers and an army of laboring men. Ar­
mour’s career is indeed a wonderful one. 
When a stripling he left his father’s farm 
near Middletown, N. Y., to seek wealth and 
prosperity in the gold fields of California. 
Exhausted by sickness and exposure, he 
arrived at the new Eldorado and com­
menced the laborious task of digging for 
gold in a region which had already been 
visited and worked by the Argonauts. 
After much hard labor and sickening dis­
appointments, made almost intolerable by 
failing health, he succeeded in finding 
enough gold dust to enable him to return 
to the States and to give him a modest start 
in some business enterprise.
Milwaukee, the commercial metropolis of 
Wisconsin, at that time enjoyed a wonder­
ful boom and was considered tho best grain 
and provision market in the West, and the 
young miner concluded to carry on a grain­
handling and ware-house business in that 
city. His success was gratifying, and, before 
many years had passed, he bought a half 
interest in the pork-packing establishment 
of Layton & Plankinton, at that time the 
most extensive enterprise of its kind west 
of Cincinnati. From that time on Mr. 
Armour’s name becamo one of National 
reputation. Mr. Plankinton, tho senior 
partner of the aspiring young man, rec­
ognized his merits 
and intrusted him 
with the manage­
ment of their grow­
ing concern. Timo 
rolled on, and in tho 
winter of 1834-65 
pork was selling as 
high as $40 per bar­
rel, and Eastern 
speculators were 
buying all they could 
get in the assurance 
that it would
armour. advance still fur­
ther. Armour was meanwhile watching 
the movements of the Union armies, and 
became convinced that the days of the Con­
federacy were drawing to a close. He con­
sulted his partner, and the upshot of the 
interview was his appearance in New 
York, where he surprised tho dominating 
“bulls” of the market ty selling pork 
“short” in any quantity desired. Subse­
quent history proves that tho Western 
packer’s calculations proved to be cold 
facts. After the fall of Petersburg tho 
pork market began to drop, and when 
shortly afterward Richmond surrendered 
a total collapse of prices was the result. 
In three months Armour returned to Mil­
waukee with a net profit of over $2,000,009 
for the firm of Plankinton & Armour.
When Mr. Armour left Milwaukee in 1875 
to establish in Chicago what has since be­
come the largest packing establishment in 
the world, he left behind him a friend and 
admirer the possession of whose respect 
and affection might well cause him to feel 
proud. Mr. John Plankinton; and a 
sketch of Armour’s life would not be com­
plete without giving due credit to the 
benevolent Milwaukeean, whose generosity 
and charity have become famous through­
out the entire West and who was the first 
to give the farmers of the great Northwest 
a chance to dispose of their hogs and pro 
visions to advantage.
Armour’s success in Chicago wa3 as 
phenomenal as it had been in Milwaukee, 
and in the course of a few years he estab­
lished provision branches in New York 
and London, and a huge packing­
house in Kansas City. The build­
ings of Armour & Co. in Chicago 
cover 30 acres of ground, and contain a 
floor area of 88 acres. Their chill room and 
storage area is 20 acres with a storage ca­
pacity of 90,000 tons. During the summer 
season the concern employs 4,000 men and 
during the winter season 5,000. The ex­
hibit of the firm’s business for the last 
fiscal year, recently issued, shows: Total 
distributive sales, $43,000,000; hogs killed, 
1,133,479; cattle killed, 330,652; sheep killed, 
63 262; lard produced, 55,142,952 pounds; 
dry-salted meats of all kinds, 85,918,460 
pounds; sweet-pickled meats of all kinds, 
51,508,386 pounds; spiced meats, 4,062,459 
pounds; green hams and shoulders, 8,219,- 
630 pounds; smoked meats, 54,008,729 
pounds; canned meats, 33,696,460 pounds; 
fert lizers, 22,461,522 pounds. Their annual 
pay roll exceeds the gigantic sum of $4,000,- 
900.
A short time since Mr. Armour made his 
appearance as a champion of Chicago, Mil­
waukee & St. Paul railway stock, and sur­
prised experienced Wall street men by his 
shrewd manipulations which culminated 
in a brilliant outcome. His latest public 
enterprise of a local nature was the erec­
tion, in conjunction with a few other capi­
talists, of the Rialto office building, oppo­
site the Rock Island depot and in the rear 
of the Board of Trade. This imposing 
structure is built of stone and pressed 
brick, ten stories high, and contains three 
hundred offices, and is, with but one excep­
tion, the largest and most elegant building 
of its kind in the world. Its entire cost 
lid not fall short of a million dollars. Aft­
er the building had been commenced, Ar­
mour realized that it would hardly bo a
profitable investment, and with his usual 
sagacity managed to dispose of his interest 
just in time.
Almost as well known throughout the 
country as Mr. Armour is Marshall Field, 
the dry-goods magnate of the West; al­
though the business methods of the two 
men are very different Both began their 
career as poor boys; 
both came West in 
search of wealth. 
Armour made his 
way by daring enter­
prise, Field by plod­
ding and strict atten­
tion to inside busi­
ness. It is true Mr. 
Field commenced his 
business life under 
more favorable aus­
pices, but had he not 
possessed the same 
conviction of the fut-
m. field. ure greatness of the
West which enriched the packer, he might 
to-day be a clerk, instead of controlling one 
of the largest dry-goods houses in the 
world. Mr. Field, it is said in dry-goods 
circles, owes much of his good fortune to 
Levi Leiter, his ex-partner, but the two 
now dislike each other with undying hatred. 
The firm of Field, Leiter & Co. was the 
first to give the Western dry-goods market 
a standing in the commercial world, and 
the partners of the concern seemed to be a 
living exemplification of tho saying “How 
sweet and pleasant it is for brethren tc 
dwell together A unity,” until an inexplica­
ble coolness sprang up between them which 
resulted in a dissolution of partnership, and 
law-suits by the score, entered by the retir­
ing Mr. Leiter.
Notwithstanding these difficulties Field’s 
business increased, until bis preseut ex­
tensive wholesale quarters became toe 
small. He employed the noted Boston 
architect Richardson to draw plans for a 
new warehouse, bought a piet e of property 
bounded by Fifth avenue, Franklin, 
Adams and Quincy streets, and commenced 
the erection of a seven-story building 
which will cover the whole block. The firsl 
and second stories of the gigantic struct­
ure are formed of massive blocks ol 
granite above which the walls are of 
brown stone. The floors throughout the 
entire building are supported by iron col 
umns and tremendous oak sills. Although 
work on this building, which is the finest 
of its kind in this country, was commenced 
in the summer of 1885, it will not be fin­
ished until next spring. Its cost will be 
over a million dollars, or with interior fin­
ishing nearly a million and a half.
Both Mr. Armour and Mr. Field havf 
done much for various charitable institu­
tions, and although they have been imposed 
upon time and again by designing villains 
they have continued in the good work with 
out faltering. Mr. Armour, it is said by 
his friends, often plays the role of Haroun- 
al-Rashid, and starts out on dark evenings 
to investigate cases of want reported to 
him. If tho complaining parties are de­
serving, they receive bounteous aid, hul 
when tho opposite is the case his rage is 
fearful to behold. Like all successful and 
rich men, Field and Armour receive appli 
cations for aid every day. All such docu­
ments are filed away until the merits of thf 
various petitions have boon investigated 
Bummers and dead-beats are never admit 
tod to tho presence of the two millionaires 
and thanks to the adoption of this system, 
their charities are nearly always worthilj 
bestowed. Wasa.
A STATELY PILE.
Hie New State House at Springfield—At
Edifice Which Cost Four Millions ol
Dollars.
The now State houso at Springfield, Ill., 
is a magnificent structure. Its exterior is 
a Corinthian composite style of architect­
ure, and the general style has been followed 
in the completion, but the outsido stairs 
have been removed and the porticoes are 
erected with only a sufficient number of 
steps to bring the visitor to the level of the 
first floor. Tho original flight which took 
one to the second floor made a basement ol 
tho first story, but the new arrangement 
makes it the principal floor, and the original 
design of a simple and comparatively in­
expensive finish has been superseded by a 
lavish attempt to eclipse in gaudy show all 
other portions of the edifice. Marble wain­
scoting of handsome appearance fills the 
Bpace intended for wood, and the office- 
rooms are finished in very fancy style.
A conspicuous feature of the ornamenta­
tion will be the paintings which fill the 
wall panels. A few are now in position. 
In tho north corridor there is one purport­
ing to be a marine view. In the fore­
ground a fisherman may bo seen rowing 8 
boat toward shore. Tho oarsman faces the 
bow of the boat. In tho south corridor is a 
view of Fort Dearborn, supposed to bo a 
faithful sketch of the first habitations 
erected at the mouth of tho Chicago river. 
The fort occupies a position on a bluff jusl 
at the mouth of tho river. A stiff breeze 
floats the flag surmounting the building in 
the direction of Lake Michigan; the smoke 
rising from an adjacent chimney top blows 
defiantly toward the south side and th< 
waves are splashed by the wind upon th< 
shore in the direotion of Lincoln park.
One receives the impression that the for’ 
must be endangered by the combination oi 
three contrary currents of air in such closf 
proximity to the building. There is also s
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scene representing President Lincoln guid 
.ng the historical flat-boat down the Sanga 
mon. The site chosen exhibits the New 
Salem dam and mill, but the mill is th< 
most absurd creation of an artist’s fancj 
maginable. It appears about as large anc 
ibout the shape of one-half of a cheese-bo? 
;ut diametrically and placed on the fla’ 
fide of the section. On the near bank if 
j seen an ox-cart. The driver sits in the carl 
j with a whip in hand and the bovine teair 
I Iraws the cart by traces attached to theii 
aeck-yokes. The artist is said to be Matl 
j Morgan, of Cincinnati. His work can not 
fail to interest the public.
The apparent height of the dome is dimin-
■ isbed by the erection of an inner dome oi 
; canopy, which arches over the space some
3ixty or seventy feet below the apex of the 
iome proper. The aperture at the top of 
Ibis canopy is filled by an immense stained 
glass skylight in the design of the State 
, seat. Winding stairs lead to this point 
; iround the inside of the dome, thence spir- 
! Ally through the lantern to the base of the 
! flagstaff, upon which the flag of the State 
i of Illinois is thrown to the breeze three 
’ Hundred and sixty-five feet above the earth.
Alas! it is not till time, with reckless 
hand, has torn out half the leaves from tho 
book of human life, to light the fires of pa»-
■ sion with from day to day, that man be­
gins to see that the leaves which remain
! ve few in number.—Longfellow,
JOHN ROACH.
JOHN ROACH DYING.
The Veteran Shipbuilder Succumbing io a 
Cancer of the Throat.
John Roach is slowly dying. His family
have endeavored To keep the critical condi­
tion of his health a strict secret for reasons 
of more than a purely sentimental nature. 
But at last they have given up hope of his 
recovery. Mr. Roach’s physician says he 
may die at any moment
He is suffering from cancer of the throat, 
similar to that which caused the death of 
General Grant. An 
operation was recent­
ly performed, at 
which a considerable 
part of the jaw was 
removed, but his suf­
ferings continue to 
be very severe.
John Roach, the 
shipbuilder, was born 
in Ireland, but was 
reared in America in 
the City of New 
York. Prior to his
starting in business on his own account he 
was a common workman in the Allaire 
Works. At this place he soon advanced 
himself through his adaptability to busi­
ness to the position of foreman, after 
which he established himself with a very 
small capital, but his old employers recom­
mendations assisted him to a moderate 
credit, and his natural force soon gave him 
prominence. In 1867 he was able to pur­
chase the Morgan Iron Works for about 
$400,000 and in 1868 the Neptune Works lor 
$150,000, and two years later the Franklin 
Forge for $125,000, and also a large proper­
ty at Chester, Pa., where he subsequently 
put in operation the extensive works known 
as the Delaware River Iron Ship Builling 
and Engine Works, of which corporation 
Mr. Roach was the president, and owner. 
He is the builder of numbers of vessels for 
the United States Government, having 
been given the contract for the ships Dol­
phin, Boston, Atlanta and Chicago. The 
Boston as finished in August, 1886, and the 
unfortunate Dolphin—which caused John 
Roach so much trouble by having been re­
jected under the Cleveland Administration 
—was at last transferred to the Govern­
ment through negotiations between Mr. 
Roach and Secretary Whitney.
AN EGG TESTER.
A Simple and Efficient Device for “Can­
dling” Eggs.
The accompanying illustration shows a 
very simple and efficient egg tester, which 
farmers as well as country storekeepers 
can uso to advantage in “looking” or 
“candling” eggs. An ordinary soap box 
will answer the purpose, and it should 
have nearly one third of the front cut out, 
while tho lid can be fastened with strap 
hinges to make it more convenient. The 
entire inside of the box must be painted 
or stained a deep black, and when this is 
dry, set two short candles about two inches 
apart and about three inches back from tho 
opening, fixing them firmly in place by 
dropping some melted tallow on the bot­
tom of the box and setting the candle up­
right in it. Now close the lid, turn the 
open side away from tho light, light both 
of the candles, and it is ready for business. 
To “look” the eggs, place them between 
the thumb and finger, and turn them be­
fore tho strong light. If they are perfect­
ly clear, they are fresh; if they have a spot 
on ono side, they are termed “spotters,” 
and are stalo, while if they are very dark 
all through, they are spoiled.
Almost any one can soon become so ex­
pert as to handle two eggs at a time, and 
nearly as fast as he can pick them up. 
With a device like this, a country store­
keeper can “look” his eggs on their counter 
during day-time, and keep a watch on his
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store, can wait on his customers when they 
come in, and go to his work again.
If both farmers and country storekeep­
ers who ship eggs to the cities would use 
oue of these simple and easily constructed 
“testers,” they could guarantee the quality 
of their eggs, and there would then be no 
sxcuse for the commission men to deduct 
such a heavy “loss off” in their accounts ol 
sales, as it is often necessary tor them to 
do.—American Agriculturist.
BELTED JERSEY.
The jersey waist, shown herewith, 
made of dark brown jersey cloth. It is 
fitted like a corsage with side forms and 
one dart, but is without lining. The collar, 
sleeves and lower edge are faced with silk 
and stitched. It is trimmed with folds of 
the jersey cloth, an inch and three-quarters 
wide, set on to imitate box plaits. The bolt 
is made of gros grain ribbon, and is finished 
with a buckle at the front. It will, of 
course, be understood, that any colored
BELTED JERSEY—BACK AND FRONT.
cloth desired can be used, but the prevail­
ing color now is brown. This jersey, neatly 
made, makes a beautiful and stylish gar­
ment, and is, besides, very warm and com­
fortable.
“ Dressing the Fish.”
There are many men who are great In 
planning, who break down in executing. It 
is fun to catch fish, but “dressing fish” has 
some of the characteristics of hard work. 
I like to see a man’s genius for catching 
fish spread to the work of curing them. I 
was talking with a farmer, some time since, 
about a pair of working horses that he had, 
and he thus describes them: “One of them 
horses is willing to do all the work, and the 
other is willing he should.” There are lots 
of just such copartnerships. There are a3 
many mismates as there are misfits. In the 
churcn the number of those who are will­
ing to fish is much larger than those will­
ing to take care of the fish. And I have 
seen lambs that seemed to have more care 
over the sheep than the sheep had over tho 
jambs.—Christian Union.
A Successful Strike.
“Hullo, Mike, I hear yer on a strike.”
“So L am. I struck for fewer hours.” 
“Did you succeed?”
“Indeed I did. I am not working at all 
»ow,”—.Philadelphia Call,
